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President's Message
Scott Russell

Greetings!

It is a time for new beginnings!  Classrooms are being set, 
museums are coordinating student activities, colleges are 
welcoming new and returning students, retirees are filling the 
7 hour vacancy in their day – and art educators are preparing 
exciting, relevant and innovative art explorations for students.  
Sounds like everything is covered right!

The one thing that many of us neglect is our own develop-
ment.  Some school systems provide staff development ses-
sions – hopefully in the arts.  Others seek further education 
while some pour over books or the internet for new ideas.  
Some are even able to seek out our own adventure, this sum-
mer I had the opportunity to relax and explore Greece.  What 
a fascinating country full of history and art, I know this year 
when that unit comes around I will have even more to share 
with my students.
   
I learned several lessons while on my trip.  But there are 3 that 
I wish to share with you as I feel they relate to our efforts in 
art education.

l Listen to those in the know and learn.

On the trip we had several guides who shared their expertise 
and knowledge of these locales,   some better than others, but 
all passionate about the subject they were sharing. They spoke 
about varied topics, fielded a multitude of questions all the 
while maintaining a caretaker role – constantly having to be 
sure that everyone was present.  They spoke regardless if we 
were all listening (or wandering off to take that perfect photo) 
but would repeat the information we missed because of our 
distraction.  They made our group feel like the only ones that 
mattered (even though we knew the next day they would have 
a completely new group to guide.)

Sound familiar?  Teachers 
do this every day.  We too, 
have had important guides 
in our education and ca-
reers.  I have been very for-
tunate to have had incred-
ible heroes throughout my 
life in art education.  From 
inspiring educators like 
Lois Scharlach and Bruce 
Mackie, to supportive advi-
sors in KB Basseches and 
Dr. Pamela Taylor, to a mentor like Keara Fink and most 
recently Pat Franklin and Barbara Laws who have been 
incredible role models and friends within the VAEA.  These 

individuals make me reflect on the educator that I am and continue to 
evolve into.  

A commonality among these educators is that they demonstrate 
that learning is never finished and that as professionals we 
must grow and advance ourselves.  As good educators we must 
continue to grow and become those individuals in the know.  In 
our present time this involves being able to speak on behalf of 
art education.  Few of us have experience speaking in legislative 
circles, but in the present state of education and specifically fine 
arts education, this is something we must become prepared to do.

l  Explore with open eyes the wonder around you.

I cannot begin to describe the wonderment of seeing so many 
things that I knew existed but didn’t expect to see in person.  
I thought I knew enough to teach my students about the Greek 
arts and architecture.  I was wrong.  There is nothing like learning 
about something firsthand and I know that my teaching will be 
improved because I now have that firsthand experience.

While it would be ideal to take my class on a trip to Greece to 
learn about the art and architecture with the current status of bud-
gets I’m positive that request would be met with bouts of laugh-
ter.  This is the challenge we as educators face daily.  How do we 
make our content relevant, exciting and current?  Many would 
argue that as art educators that part is easy, I know my elemen-
tary students vibrate with excitement eager to attack any activity 
I place before them (or so I like to think!)  But we all have our 

classroom challenges, the projects we take on in 
that student or students who just don’t get it.  We 
want the passion we have to trickle down and 
seep into their pores.  We want to make others 
realize how important the visual arts are.  

In some ways our mission is getting there.  In 
the July/August issue of Smithsonian maga-
zine there is a focus on the 40 things you need 
to know about the next 40 years.  Number 25 
states: “Empowered as never before, artists will 
have a say in how the world is run.” (Koshalek, 
2010)  That’s a step in the right direction, but 

personally – I don’t want to have to wait 40 years for it to hap-
pen.  So I, we, must keep our eyes open for any opportunity to 
share this message – let’s make 40 years come faster.

Barbara Laws Pat Franklin

continued next page
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President’s Message continued . . . 

l  To achieve goals we must sometimes go out of our 
comfort zones.

I’m sure very few have a comfort zone in an airplane seat for 
13 hours, but that’s not my point. While visiting Santorini we 
were given 2 options to reach the top – a nearly vertical cable 
car ride or an unsupervised donkey ride that zigzags up the 
cliff side.  Both options offered the chance to be uncomfort-
able, but if you wanted to reach the top – you had to choose. 
(Pat and I choose the option you see pictured).    

Maintaining the validity and current nature of our curriculum 
and programs requires constant reflection and review some-
thing that is not always comfortable for us.  But as art educa-
tors we must also look at how we are continuing the educa-
tions of our communities, school boards and legislators.  How 
do we convey the value of visual art education?  What are our 
strategies, what connections have we made?   Our notion of 
advocacy must evolve.  It’s not simply our art show; it’s not 
simply our program.  It is being active participants in making 
the public understand the value of the arts.  

As Grant Wood wrote, “The aim of art education in 
the public schools is not to make more profession-
al artists but to teach people to live happier, fuller 
lives; to extract more out of their experience, 
whatever that experience may be.”  (Wood)  

Achievement of that ideal involves putting us outside our 
comfort zones, which requires our education in how to speak professionally on behalf of our programs, our curriculum, and our 
careers.  That involves many things that are not taught in college, in PLCs in staff developments.   

Your VAEA is working hard to provide that education.  Our conference committee is working diligently to prepare opportuni-
ties that not only rejuvenate you but provide strategies that will aide you.  Currently members of the VAEA board are compiling 
resources that will be available to use to advocate for your program.  There are resources available within the NAEA website 
for you to use as well.  The Virginia Leadership Coalition for Fine Arts in Education is working to bring pertinent legislative 
information to you so that you may act on the needs within the fine arts so that art, music, theater and dance programs maintain a 
strong, common voice.  

You are a vital part of all of this, especially in your corner of the world.  I dearly hope that each of us realize that we are an advo-
cate for the arts and are a critical part in the advancement of the field of art education and with that understanding it is imperative 
that we remain strong in our support.

Works Cited
Koshalek, R. (2010, July/August). Interaction and Adventure. Smithsonian, pp. 94-95.

Wood, G. (n.d.). Retrieved 7 5, 2010, from http://familycrossing.com/wordpress/2010/02/02/art-in-the-daily-life-of-the-child/

Out of his comfort zone?
Our fearless leader rides donkey up steep 
cliffside in Greece.
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NAEA/VAEA News
Recently at the Southeastern Region Leadership Conference in South Carolina, state delegates including Scott Russell and Maripat 
Hyatt, met to discuss many initiatives of the NAEA Next studio as well as future platform and position statements for the NAEA.  
The leadership of the southeastern states as directed by Vice president, Pat Franklin along with NAEA president Barry Shauck and 
Past President Bonnie Rushlow worked to provide input for upcoming position papers within the 6 NAEA platforms of Art Educa-
tors, Relationships, Curriculum, Instruction, Students and Assessment.  Some of our recommendations focused on Visual Arts as a 
core academic subject, Quality Professional development to support instruction, Quality instruction and teacher evaluation, Assess-
ment in non-tested subjects, Graduation requirements in the Visual Arts and Pre-service Education and its relationship to higher 
Education.  Our recommendations will be combined with those from the other 3 NAEA regions.

Bonnie Rushlow addressed the delegates with a review of the activities from NAEA Next, the thinking studio for members to ad-
dress needs for the NAEA Strategic plan.  (Incidentally look for a similar experience at this year’s VAEA professional conference 
for you to provide your input to the direction of the VAEA.)  25% of the attendees in Baltimore gave their reactions in this planning 
studio.  The NAEA Strategic plan will focus on 5 pillars; Research & Knowledge, Learning, Community, Advocacy and Sustain-
ability.   Rushlow emphasized the need for us to go beyond our classroom, to step out and share knowledge.  Comments also address 
the forthcoming review and revision of the National Standards for the Fine Arts as well as a NAEA dues assessment (dues have 
remained unchanged since 1992.)  Delegates also heard status of the BAG (Big Audacious Goal) to double NAEA membership.  Out 
of a potential 2507 VA art educators (from June, 2010) VAEA totals 1042 members strong, amongst the highest percentages in the 
nation.  We have the potential to double our membership, and I 
encourage each VAEA member to set that goal to keep Virginia a 
leading example.

Additionally over the summer VAEA responded at legislation 
public hearings on student fees in June.  VAEA members re-
ceived information via digital messages on the stance of the Vir-
ginia Leadership Coalition for Fine Arts in Education.  (This is 
a reason it is VERY important that your email address is current 
and on file with your VAEA membership.)  These efforts were to 
provide our members with guidance in speaking the legislative 
language while supporting the fine arts field.  As other actions 
become necessary, please look to those emails or the Coalition 
section on our VAEA website (www.vaea.org) to inform you of 
your needed actions.  It is important that we all speak, even if the 
legislation in question does not directly affect your program.  The 
legislation will affect your students, in one way or another, and 
therefore it is your duty to react on their benefit.

NAEA News

            The U.S. House of Representatives Designates the 
            Second Week in September “Arts in Education Week”
 
On July 26, 2010, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.Con.Res. 275, legislation designating the second week of September 
as “Arts in Education Week.” The resolution had 101 cosponsors and was authored by Representative Jackie Speier (D-CA) with 
encouragement and support of Broadway legend Carol Channing.
This resolution is the first Congressional expression of support celebrating all of the arts education disciplines – dance, music, the-
ater and visual arts. This resolution comes at a key time when Congress is making plans to overhaul federal education policy through 
the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).
The resolution seeks to support the attributes of arts education that are recognized as instrumental to developing a well-rounded 
education such as creativity, imagination, and cross-cultural understanding. H.Con.Res. 275 also highlights the critical link between 
those skills and preparing children for gaining a competitive edge in the global economy.
As a House resolution, the bill does not require signature by the President upon its passage.
Reprinted from NAEA website -   http://www.arteducators.org/news/arts-in-education-week

Darya, Gr. 6, Forest Edge ES 
for Communication & 
Technology, Fairfax Co. 
Art Teacher: Mary Jo Lorfano

]
NEWSFLASH
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92%*
of teachers spend their own money on supplies for their classrooms.

We think that's unacceptable.
*National School Supply and Equipment Association

Only BL
ICK o

ffers

ArtRoom Aid

so yo
u can

:

• Get all the supplies you
need for your art lessons
without digging into your
own pocket!

• Enrich your students’ 
art, learning and life 
experiences.

• Involve the ones most 
interested in helping 
your students ... parents,
families and friends!

STEP 1)
Go to www.dickblick.com/ArtRoomAid

STEP 2)
Sign up as a new “registered customer” or simply
login if you’re an existing customer. Then begin
building your art supply wish lists — by project,
by class or for the entire school year.

STEP 3)
Customize your message and immediately email
your wish list with a simple click!

STEP 4)
It’s easy to track your progress — just click 
to view/edit your wish list. You can change
quantities, add new listings, resend or create 
new wish lists as often as you’d like!

DickBlick.com  •  800.447.8192
CATALOG  •  WEB  •  STORES

Visit Artally.org for information about
the importance of art education.
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Conference 2010
An Opportunity you won’t want to miss…
VAEA November 4-6, 2010
by Maripat Hyatt

The talent in our organization constantly amazes me; each time I went to the list of proposals that had been submitted, there 
were new and exciting ideas that our members wanted to share. My only challenge was how to make them all fit into a 
conference schedule, no easy task, thankfully Peggy Wood and Sandee Darden were there to help.  We have a fully packed 
conference for you and you will not want to miss it, plenty of variety for everyone!
Some features that you will want to know about;

• Over 100 different sessions presented on a variety of topics by members from across the state and even a few from 
other states.

• VAEA Vision, a room where you can create your own answers to questions or make suggestions about where our 
organization is going. A variety of art materials will be provided for you to paint, collage, draw or simply write your 
ideas to the VAEA board. This room will also be a WIFI hotspot so bring your web-enabled phone or laptop! 

• A special Awards Reception for all our award nominees from around the state on Thursday evening, hosted by the 
VAEA  Board and Conference Site Chairpersons in the presidential suite of the hotel.

Duane taught in Baltimore County 
for 30 years and remains connected 
as the Artist in Residence for BCPS. 
He is currently on the Continuing 
Studies faculty at the MICA.  He 
has presented keynote addresses 
and workshops across sthe country 
and in Canada.  In his approach, 
he has teachers “Rename, Rethink, 
and Restructure” their strategies for 
guiding observational drawing and 
painting.  His research focuses on 
helping students make the shift from 
“acting like artists” to “thinking like 
artists.” 

n Look for him at the General Ses-
sion on Friday and his workshop on 
Saturday.

Debi is the NAEA Southeastern 
Advocacy Chiar and has been 
actively in volved in the VAEA 
and the GAEA.  She is Past 
President, and is the current 
Business Rep. for the GAEA.  
She has received numerous 
awards, incluing NAEA Marion 
Quin Dix Leadership Award 
2006, National Elementary Art 
Educator of the Year 2005, and 
the 2009 Georgia Art Educator 
of the Year!

n  Look for her at the “Practical 
Advocacy” Super Session, in 
her workshop and at the Awards 
Breakfast.

This year, our 2010 conference features two dynamic speakers 
who are passionate about keeping current in art education. We 
look forward to their points of view!

continued on page 9

Featured Keynotes

Co-sponsored by Square 1 Art

Duane Saliston Debi West, Ed. S, NBCT

 Navigating The Currents
THE CHANGING FACE OF ART EDUCATION
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2008 Awards Breakfast

2009

Remembering the 
         Good Times...

Fun, Food, Friendships... 
Learning new things... 
and Recognition for a 

job well done!

Tidewater ladies in 2008

Central Region winners in 2008

YAM winners 
from Blue Ridge 
Region, 2008

Memories...

Northern Virginia girls in workshop
2009 

2009
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• The Artisans Gallery. Borrowing an idea from recent 
NAEA conferences, there will be an opportunity for our 
members to show and sell their work on Thursday evening 
from 7-9PM.  Come and check out what other artist-teachers 
are creating and buy! Check and see if there are spaces still 
available by visiting the VAEA site and check for the link to 
sign up to be an Artisan in the Gallery.
• A Social Hour on Friday night prior to leaving for the 
Chrysler Multi Media Event, will provide an opportu-
nity for new members to meet up and talk to more 
experienced members.  We wanted to provide a way 
for first time conference attendees to make connec-
tions with those of us who have been presenters and or 
conference goers for many years.
• The Chrysler Multi-Media Event on Friday night 
will be a something to appeal to all tastes. Art talks in the 
galleries, music and food, free information from museum 
educators from around the state, and of course 
GREAT ART!
• Art Apron Silent Auction: many members of the board 
along with talented artist/teachers from the host region have designed a variety 
of aprons that will be auctioned off throughout the conference. The money col-
lected will be used to support our student membership conference scholarships.

Having attended 
and or presented at 
conferences since 
1988, and being 
intimately involved 
in the planning of 
this conference, 
I know you won’t 
want to miss this. 
Go to the VAEA site 
and register soon 
for your opportunity 
to experience it all!

Conference 2010

Memories...

Making 2008 Centerpieces

Amanda, Gr. 9, Gloucester HS. 
Art Teacher: Robert C. Barkley

Don’t Miss  
    This One!

 
Professional 
Development 
Conference

Norfolk Sheraton 
Waterside

November 4-6

VAEA
]
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Regional      
   News

Blue Ridge 
by Cynthia Shank

Southwest 
byJennifer Fowler Central 

by Dawn Vass
The end of summer always leaves me recharged and 
ready to begin a new school year.  I’ve had time to 
forget about the kids that drove me crazy and have 
reworked any plans that did not “go according to plan” 
last year.  

This fall there are many things to be excited about.  
The Annual SWVAEA Teacher Exhibition will be held 
at the Jefferson Center this year. The exhibition will 
begin in November and will run through the first of the 
year.  

Speaking of November, VAEA Annual Conference 
in Norfolk is right around the corner.  Please join us 
for the SWVAEA regional meeting where we will be 
saying goodbye to the current officers.   This fall you 
will be electing four new faces to begin a new term in 
January.  

As always, if you have any suggestions for workshops, 
or would like to host a workshop, please contact us.  
Have a great start to your school year.  

By the time this newsletter comes to your home summer will be over, 
school will be in full swing and the BR elections will have taken place.  

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and thanks to everyone who has participated (and will participate in the future) in BR 
activities.

While our region may be small in number, we do know how to come together for personal learning and creative ventures.  Our 
Raku workshop is always lots of fun and this year was no exception.  Thanks to Lynn Conyers and the use of her studio for this 
wonderful opportunity.  I hope more BR teachers will be able to attend in the future.  

In the fall, BR Region teachers will be meeting at Andrea Stuart’s river property to spend the day painting.  Please let me or 
Andrea know if you are able to attend this event that promises to be relaxing and rewarding. The event date is September 11.  
You can reach Andrea at 540-771-4837 (cell) or 540-324-6996 (home) or email her at andbs@comcast.net.
 
The VAEA Professional Development Conference will be held in Norfolk in November. This is an important event for all of 
us and I hope you will plan to attend. Make an effort to tap whatever resources are available (PTA or your art boosters, lo-
cal arts groups, other organizations with an education interest, etc.) to support your attendance.  Financial assistance is not the 
only support to request.  Many times your principal or supervisor will respond to an “outsider” who promotes the value of your 
attendance at an activity that will ultimately benefit the children you teach.  This is the only state-wide venue that is designed 
exclusively for the art educator.  Watch for notices about the Blue Ridge Region Party (date and time) and the regional meeting.

I hope your school year is off to a great start and you will continue to be inspired throughout 
the school year.

Back to school.  Many different emotions are generated by those 
three words.  Most of us had busy summers, traveling, attending 
VMFA Summer Enrichment programs, teaching summer art 
classes, attending classes, writing papers and as always, looking 
for the next great art lesson.  Whatever you did, I hope it was 
rejuvenating.

Not only does Fall mean ordering supplies and setting up the 
art room, but some exciting activities for the CRVAEA.  We 
are electing a new CRVAEA Board, thanks to the wonderful 
candidates who have volunteered to serve.  I have received many 
nominations for the CRVAEA teachers of the year; we have 
some awesome teachers in our area.  Winners will be announced 
at the VAEA state conference in November.  CRVAEA is always 
well represented at the state and national level.  Thanks for all 
you do to shine.

We are excited to host a “Back to School” event at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts.  If you haven’t been to the new museum, 
you are missing a great space with an impressive collection.  
The VMFA is ready for your school field trip and is eager to help 
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Northern 
Virginia

by Linda Conti

Tidewater 
by Sandee Darden

you organize your tour.  If you haven’t received information 
about this event, please go to the web site and make sure you 
are on the mailing list for the CRVAEA eNews.

As I already mentioned, don’t forget the annual VAEA State 
Professional Development Conference.  I know with budget 
restrictions that many of you have new obstacles to overcome 
in order to attend.  Please make the effort.  You will see from 
this newsletter and the online conference booklet that there 
are not only great workshops and presentations, but new and 
inspiring activities.  Thanks to all the CRVAEA presenters and 
volunteers.  

I wish all of you a great year.  I know it will be challenging.  
Some of us will lose funding, most of us will have increased 
class size and at the same time we are struggling financially on 
a personal level.  Please check the VAEA website or join our 
group on Facebook to find out ways to have our voices heard.  
We need to reach out to each other and to the many resources 
for creative ways to overcome shortfalls.  

The Northern Virginia Region 
finished the school year with 
various activities.   We really 
enjoyed celebrating the launch of 
Eric Scott and David Modler’s 
new book, Journal Junkies 
Workshop.  (See pictures next 

page) Look for the book in local bookstores as well as on www.amazon.com.  
The guys will have a few copies on hand at the VAEA conference in the fall.  
Our pysanky egg dyeing workshop with Debbie Fitzgerald also got us ready 
to teach this process to our students next spring.  The colors are gorgeous and 
the process was taught clearly.  

As to the VAEA 2010 Conference in Norfolk, do the best you can to attend.  
You need to inform your supervisors and/or principals that this conference 
is a great value in professional development.  Nowhere else will teachers 
receive the exposure to so many different classroom techniques, processes, 
and professional contacts that are specific to the art educator.  It is a fantastic 
opportunity to recharge your batteries for the year ahead.  Look for the 
Northern Virginia Region at the conference.  We will have pins identifying us, 
a great regional meeting, social opportunities, and workshops presented.  We 
are hosting a “sharefest” by our members for all to come see some new ideas 
for your program.

With the economic downturn many of us are doing more with 
less, including energy.  It’s critical that you realize the work you 
are doing with children is adding joy and balance to their lives.  
Art education is even more important when times are tough.  
Let’s fight for it together!
 

Getting an award can really mean something...it can be an 
affirmation, a sign of respect, or a token of accomplishment. 
I feel the “Regional Division Art Educator of the Year” 
award (one high school, one middle school and one elemen-
tary art teacher in our region) is all those things. What it is 
NOT is a teaching award. Of course, we never will see you 
actually teach, so it can’t be about “you are a great teacher”. 
 
So why bother with the little bit of paperwork you would 
have to fill out? I feel it is the region’s way of acknowledg-
ing your commitment to advancing art education. What you 
do is important and we would all like to make sure you and 
others know it. It is also so empowering to get those letters 
of recommendation and concretely see just how your peers 
and administrators feel about you. When I got mine, they 
even referenced some things I had forgotten I had done! It’s 
nice to be able to say “wow, people recognize what I am 
trying to do”. 
 
This year, at the VAEA Fall Conference, we are acknowl-
edging all the regional winners with a social get together 
honoring their accomplishments. It is not too late to 
nominate someone and get the paperwork in! Anyone can 
be nominated as long as they are a member. Just go to the 
VAEA website. The deadline to get the info to me is 
September 15th. Don’t delay, this could be YOUR year!

Debbie Fitzgerald  demonstrating the pysanky 
technique.
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Northern Virgina Region’s 
Eric Scott and David Modler at the 
launch of their new book, Journal 
Junkies Workshop.  

Northern Virginia                           
continued 
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Youth Art Month

Plan NOW for an 
Exciting Youth Art Month
by YAM Co-chairs, Sean Collins and Jimi Herd

March may be months away but it is not too early to start planning events for Youth Art Month! Over the years, art educators 
from across Virginia have utilized YAM as a yearly tool to promote art programs in our schools. Use this tool to your benefit! 
Let your program shine this spring by organizing 
events, participating in contests, and getting your 
community involved in any way possible. As a  
visual art teacher, make your program visible! 
Below are some ideas that may help you get 
started in making this March a memorable one.

l YAM Museum: Have students from multiple 
grade levels create art from specific time periods. 
Organize work into exhibits and place them 
around your school. Organize an after school 
event and assign students museum jobs such as 
tour guides to explain the art to attendees. 

l YAM Concert: Organize a rock band to per-
form at your school as part of an evening YAM 
art show. Local high school bands are a great 
resource for an event like this. Secondary audi-
ences will enjoy seeing their peers perform while 
Elementary students love the idea of attending a 
real “rock concert”. 

l YAM Contest: There are many possibilities 
for art contests in every grade level and usually 
help in encouraging participation. Art Trivia, 
school mascot design, dress up days, and scaven-
ger hunts make for successful in-school contests. 
Also remember to participate in County and 
State contests including YAM flag design and 
YAM Book contests.

l YAM Community Service: No one knows 
their school community better than you! Find 
a specific need within your community and ad-
dress it with your art program. Paint murals to 
beautify your school grounds, display art at local 
adult care homes and hospitals, or have an art 
auction or craft sale to benefit local fundraisers. 

Hilary, Gr. 12, Staunton River HS. Art Teacher: Susan Hubble
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Lizzie, Gr. 8, Elko MS, Henrico Co.  
Art Teacher: Missy Day

Nikki, 
Hermitage 
HS, 
Henrico Co. 

Art Teacher: 
Janet 
Masterson

Lauren, Gr. 3, Short Pump ES, Henrico Co.  
Art Teacher: Jennifer Hampton

Student Art Gallery
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Kayla, Gr. 5, Pemberton ES, Henrico Co.  
Art Teacher: Sally Austin

Ciera, Gr. 5, Montrose ES, Henrico Co.  Art Teacher: Winnnie Grantham

McKenzie, Gr. 10, Godwin HS, Henrico Co. Art Teacher:Laura Nichols

Annie, Tuckahoe MS, Henrico Co.  
Art Teacher: Liz Laursen

Nakul, Gr. 5 , Forest Edge E.S. for Communication 
and Technology.   Art Teacher: Mary-Jo Lorfano

Anna Beth, Henrico HS Center for the Arts  
Art Teacher: Mary Scurlock
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I encourage you to please write or call me 
with any ideas that you have for bringing 
the arts into the spotlight at your school 
and in your community. What have YOU 
done at your school? Have you invited 
community members in? How do you 
communicate with your parents? Do you 
collaborate with other teachers and incor-
porate art into the classroom? Have you 
done any charity work with your students 
such as the empty bowls project to help 
feed the hungry? Have you partnered with 
other schools in the US or abroad in pen 
pal programs and/or traded art? Have you 
invited middle and high school art teach-
ers to come and speak to your 5th graders 
about continuing with their art education? 
Please let me know what you have done 
so I can share it with everyone. I want to 
help toot your horn along with that of all 
art educators so our message gets heard.

Another issue I have taken on is finding 
really strong art curriculums available 
online. I had an educator write to me ask-
ing for models or examples to help build 
their art program into a strong compre-
hensive document that would be user 
friendly and be understood by teachers 
and parents alike. Solid curriculums help 
teachers guide their students to success. 
I am working along with Helena Agnew 
to “Navigate” every county’s website in 
Virginia, (96 in all), along with specific 
cities, in search of quality art curriculums. 
We have limited our search to Virginia 
since we must adhere to the state SOLs as 
a backbone to keep all systems consistent 
at various levels.

Elementary 
by Sarah Matthews

ES
Long ago in a time before the internet 
a student was given an assignment to 
write a report on a country: include a 
map, the flag, animals from the region, 
and famous people from that place. 
The student knew it would be difficult 
to gather all the information and make 
all the illustrations so off to the library 
he went. He spent hours going through 
the reference books to gather all the 
facts, carefully making handwritten 
notes (they weren’t allowed to be 
checked out). He brought his colored 
pencils and drawing paper too. Care-
fully he studied the maps and by using 
the grid system drew a very accurate 
rendition. Next on to the flag, he pulled 
out his compass and ruler and began to 
design the flag with the correct number 
of fields and stripes. More paper was 
pulled out as he created colorful birds 
and hairy mammals. Last he drew 
famous people from his country. He 
looked at photos of the leaders, and 
found a few famous athletes to sketch 
using proportion techniques he had 
developed over time. The report was 
turned in along with the many beauti-
ful illustrations. The teacher com-
mented on how much detail was given 
to the map, the textures on the animals, 
and how lifelike the people seemed. 
The student felt proud and hung the 
pictures he drew up in his room and 
tossed the written report in the trash.

Jump ahead to the twenty first century. 
A student is given the same assign-
ment. He waits till the night before to 
start his project. He opens his lap top 
and hits the search button. Then copies 
and pastes all the written information. 
Tweaks it a little and hits spell check. 
He uses Google Images to find the 
needed illustrations. He hits the print 
button. In less then an hour his report 
is finished. The report is turned in, 
graded, and then discarded.

Welcome back to a new and challenging 
year. Our students, along with many of 
their parents, and the community see little 
value for the concepts and techniques we 
teach. Our focus at this year’s conference 
is Navigating the Currents. We are hav-
ing to do more with less while justifying 
every move we make. The “current” situ-
ation many of us are wading through will 
test our creativity and our passion. We 
must be diligent in our teaching and most 
importantly getting out the message that 
the arts are vital to education. We need 
to bring back the feeling of pride and ac-
complishment that comes from hard work 
in creating something unique and beauti-
ful. We need to focus on what the visual 
arts do for our students and community. 
It is time to toot our horns, ring our bells, 
and be seen as essential. This means tout-
ing the importance of art education not 
just in March but all year long.

 As a part of a committee on advocacy 
I have been reading books, speeches, 
articles, and scanning the many links on 
the NAEA site to find the best resources 
for all art educators’ specifically elemen-
tary instructors. I came across a fabulous 
comment on the importance of the visual 
arts written by MC Escher:

... “One can have incredible 
thoughts and visions in their 
head. Yet without the tools and 
knowledge to put it down on pa-
per it is lost forever. The dreamer 
cannot share his passions, be-
comes frustrated, and the dream-
er no longer dreams. The world 
suffers.”

I will have the group results along with 
the best resources and ideas I can gather 
up at our Elementary division meeting 
on Saturday morning at the Fall VAEA 
Conference. Be there and learn ways to 
help your art program stay vital in the 
eyes of all.
      

Scarecrow by Caroline, Gr. K, Maybeury ES. 
Art Teacher: C. Moore
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Writing this during the second week of summer vacation and knowing that most 
likely you will be reading it either just before or after a new school year begins 
provides me with an unusual perspective. I am able to unwind from the hustle and 
bustle that defined the last few weeks of school but I am still able to reflect on this 
year in terms of what was the most successful.  My thoughts keep coming back 
to a small group of students that made up our National Junior Art Honor Society. 
We met once a week after school in the art room and the experience with these 
students was unbelievable. Sometimes, your greatest lessons are taught outside the 
regular classroom!

Did you even know there was a Junior Art Honor Society for middle school?  The 
NAEA began the National Art Honor Society Program in 1978. Its purpose was 
and still is to assist student members in attaining their highest potential in all forms 
of art, and to raise awareness of art education throughout the school and commu-
nity. Our NJAHS students participated in many community service activities such 
as The Empty Bowl Project and Houses for Haiti. (Google it!) Doing these service 
oriented activities, young artists learned to give by creating art which benefits fel-
low human beings who are less fortunate.

We chaperoned the students at the Petersburg Friday Art Walk one evening and 
were amazed at how they valued the work of the local art community. At my 
school’s SOL fair, our NJAHS students ran a booth which highlighted why the arts 
are important in their school and handed out “Ten Lessons the Arts Teach” flyers. 
To be giving and empathetic and to self advocate; these are all powerful lessons 
that we CAN teach the middle school student! 

Today, student membership numbers over 33,000 nationwide. The National Junior 
Art Honor Society, which is for grades 7-9, helps generate interest in the art pro-
grams on the high school level. 

There are scholarship opportunities and leadership potential for 
students who choose to be officers of their school’s chapter. There is a 
bi-annual newsletter where you can submit articles, student artwork, 
and photos of your chapter for publishing. Higher Education Insti-
tutes view participation in NAHS as a mark of accomplishment and 
leadership. What better way to connect to the community and show 
parents and administrators how valuable your art program can be?! 
You may also submit your NJAHS student’s artwork to the Artsonia 
page linked to the NAEA webpage.  

I urge each of you to consider starting a National Junior Art Honor 
Society in your school for 2010-2011. Membership costs $3 per 
student and the chapter must be registered by January 31st. You can 
find a quick link to the Chapter Application Handbook on the NAEA 
website.   (www.arteducators.org/community/national-junior-art-
honor-society)

Division News
Middle 
by Helena Agnew

MS

continued next page

So far I have been disenchanted with 
my findings.  Most locales do not have 
a specific art curriculum or even a 
reference to the visual arts. Perhaps I 
am missing the links, if so I apologize. 
Most sites refer you to the Department 
of Education‘s Visual Arts Standards of 
Learning. We are lucky that our DOE does 
have a wonderful site devoted to the visual 
arts. The standards are clearly spelled 
out but left generic enough for a school 
system, a single school, or an individual 
teacher to build upon incorporating spe-
cific lessons, artists, or materials.  I have 
helped write curriculum four times in 
my career in Chesterfield County. It is an 
ongoing difficult process to stay “Current” 
with educational trends, technology, and to 
align with changes in other areas of educa-
tion.  If your school system has a wonder-
ful curriculum online that you find helpful 
please let me know about it. Sites that 
include specific lesson plans and means of 
assessment are especially beneficial. 
 
Let’s band together and share our success-
es, lessons, and ideas so that we can stay 
current and navigate through these rough 
waters. Be proud to be an art educator! 
Bring back the joy of creativity and teach 
your students to visualize, and realize their 
thoughts and dreams. Make your commu-
nity see the value of art education. I look 
forward to seeing you at conference and 
listening to you blow your horns!!       

Jinny, Gr. 8, Short Pump MS, Henrico Co.
Art Teacher: Jody Overholser
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Middle continued 

I will also urge each of you to attend the 
VAEA conference this year in Norfolk. 
If you have never been to a conference, 
make this your first one! If you are a 
regular, I’ll be at the registration ticket 
table as usual, and I look forward to 
seeing you again! I wish for all of you 
to have a productive and rejuvenating 
summer, followed by a fresh start to a 
new year!

Secondary
by Anne Pfeiffer

HS

A battered article I keep around to 
reread is “The Pleasure and Mean-
ing of Making”, published in 1995 in 
American Craft Magazine, written by 
Ellen Dissanayake, who has authored 
several books, What is Art For? and 
Homeo Aestheticus: Where Art Comes 
From and Why.

Dissanayake argues that in our postin-
dustrial society, we have forfeited 
some psychological and spiritual ben-
efits of making things by hand.  There 
is a certain pleasure that feels impor-
tant, even urgent, in making something 
that didn’t exist before; call it “joie 
de faire”. Pre-modern societies made 
things that their society believed had 
spiritual and functional roles. I doubt 
there was any question about why 
those artists and craftspeople spent all 
day in their studios. 

Our society today, however, obvi-
ously feels some guilt about how much 
money we spend on art supplies and 
how much time we spend when we 
could have been doing something more 
useful with our time. Maybe not you as 
an artist, but our politicians and admin-
istrators certainly do.

Luckily, young children still love to 
make things without question. I re-
member one of my sons, when he was 

young, inviting his non-art family friends 
over, the kind of guys who have “we-live-
for-sports” dads. My son would ask for all 
the paints and I would cover the table with 
newspaper and provide the paint, brushes, 
water and paper and with no instruction 
necessary, they would just paint for an 
hour. Then they would run off and kick the 
soccer ball back and forth.  Another time, 
it might be scrap wood and nails to make 
a jump for their bikes or balls of clay 
(their favorite) to make… ? …(I was never 
sure what those shapes were when I took 
them out of the kiln.) There is something 
inherently vital about making things and 
children still respond to the activity. Now 
my sons are older and the friends that used 
to just paint on the kitchen table now think 
my boys have some unattainable magic 
powers that is not in their own DNA. One 
of those friends is the unbeatable soccer 
player, another is the engineering student 
with a 4.3 GPA, taking Advanced Calculus 
in high school. My one son makes photos 
and paintings, the other illustrations and 
plays music. Their friends are impressed 
as they all separate into their chosen roles.

Maybe when they are homeowners, maybe 
they will build a deck and get that feeling 
of basic human pride that comes from us-
ing their dexterity and judgment to make 
something unique and useful. After all, 
trying to grasp things is one of a baby’s 
first interactions with the world, obviously 

practicing one of the most important of 
human skills: holding tools.

A gallery owner in Scottsdale, Arizona 
plotted and planned for ten years the gal-
lery business that he and his wife dreamed 
of. He was well-trained in art and busi-
ness, and she in marketing. They invested 
a lot of money and after ten years were 
ready for their opening day: September 11, 
2001. Before it was time for their first cof-
fee break they knew that there could not 
have been a worse time to start a business 
selling things people didn’t really need. 
They had no customers for days, despite 
the barrage of advertising they had done. 
The balloons were an affront. Their first 
customer came on the third day. She told 
them she had been crying for three days 
and needed some art to heal. She needed 
some imagery to calm her and remind her 
that Nature still intends for life to continue 
and that most of the world coexists peace-
fully. She bought three paintings. They 
realized that they weren’t selling things 
people didn’t need.

Dissanayake argues with several pages 
of reasons that “humans are inherently 
artistic animals, that art (or the arts) is 
(or are) normal, natural and necessary. 
In other words, in our species, it has not 
been enough simply to make things, but 
to make them art-fully. “   She continues 
that “In today’s world, for the first time in 

Patrick, Henrico HS Center for the Arts.  Art Teacher: Genevieve Dowdy



19

Higher Education  
by Richard Nickel

Various art education professors within 
Virginia are actively using service learning 
in their programs.  Here are reports 
from just a few of them on their 
service learning efforts and the current 
state of their programs.

Kelly Nelson at Longwood University 
(http://www.longwood.edu/art/nelson.
html) 
Kelly Nelson’s Art Education Meth-
ods class taught multi-age workshops 
in South Boston last year. Ms. Nelson 
and her students taught a book work-
shop and a digital t-shirt workshop 
and worked with K-12 students, along 
with their parents and grandparents.
 
Ms. Nelson reports that Longwood 
University is currently seeking 
NASAD accreditation. Additionally, 
Longwood is looking into a graduate 
5- year program, similar to a Masters 
of Art in Teaching.  
 
Dr. Richard Bay at Radford Univer-
sity (http://www.radford.edu/art-web/
FACbay.html) 

Dr. Richard Bay supervises and teaches 
the summer Governor’s School Program. 
The program is interdisciplinary as the 
Governor’s School students cross-over 
with humanities program in the University.

Dr. Bay has seen an influx of community 
college students and returning students 
with a strong interest in teacher education 
and teacher certification.  He reports that 
the University’s Art Education program 
is in good shape and is maintaining their 
numbers. However, he wishes that Virginia 
would count a student’s passing of Praxis 
I (reading and writing) toward the VCLA 
requirements. 

Dr. Renee Sandell from George Mason 
(http://arteducation.gmu.edu/)
Dr. Renee Sandell, directed the NAEA 
SummerVision DC program this past July. 
The program was designed as an expedi-
tionary learning and professional commu-
nity building experience for K-12 teach-
ers that took place at seven diverse art 
museums in Washington, DC.  This year’s 

event focused on “The Museum Experi-
ence: Exploring Form+Theme+Context 
(FTC)”.

Dr. William Wightman from James 
Madison University (http://www.jmu.
edu/artandarthistory/) 
In regard to working with the commu-
nity, the JMU Art Education Program 
recently held the 29th annual JMU 
Summer Art Program.  The classes, all 
taught by certified art teachers, provided 
art experiences to approximately 250 
elementary and middle school-aged stu-
dents for two weeks.  Local art teacher 
Valerie Smith, the program’s on-site 
coordinator, expressed that feedback 
from parents and students were very 
supportive.

Additionally, Dr. Wightman rated the 
work of 26 International Baccalaureate 
Art Students at Henrico High School in 
late April. He states, “The experience is 
always fulfilling, as the students are very 
engaged with the art making process.”

human history, the fleeting and transient, 
the throw-away and perpetually novel, and 
the “virtual…predominate over what is 
lasting, substantial, irreplaceable, tradi-
tional and “real” or “true”.”  We need to 
put the importance back into making art, 
especially in schools, she argues.

In other words, art in schools is essential 
for our children to develop our sense of 
completeness, the fulfillment of our basic 
human nature, as essential as running and 
kicking a ball or learning to communicate 
with words, or organizing, researching, 
calculating and theorizing.

Sarah, Gr. 9, Deep Run HS, Henrico Co. Art Teacher: Mike Guyer

Division News
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JMU’s Art Education program wrapped 
up a very successful 2009-10 academic 
year.  Dr. Wightman commented, “As 
a new professor, Dr. Karin Tollefson-
Hall brought a great deal of energy 
and insight to our program.  Karin has 
been instrumental in organizing/imple-
menting a survey of private school art 
educators in Virginia”. 

Also, Dr. Kathy Schwartz, Dr. 
Karin Tollefson-Hall and Dr. William 
Wightman team taught the art criticism 
methods course in the fall.  Wightman 
said, “This was a great way for the new 
art education students to get to know 
each of us as instructors.” 

Schwartz, Tollefson-Hall, and Wight-
man each presented at NAEA in 
Baltimore, and have each submit-
ted presentations for NAEA 2011 in 
Seattle.  Dr. Wightman will be serving 
as the School’s Interim Director for the 
2010-11 academic year.  He is looking 
forward to the new experiences that 
will come with this leadership position. 

Richard Nickel from Old Dominion 
University (http://oduarteducationpro-
gram.wordpress.com/)
Community outreach and teacher train-
ing experiences may be the driving 
force behind the Old Dominion Univer-
sity Summer Art Camp, but the result 

is hours of fun and 
learning.  Students 
from all Hamp-
ton Roads school 
districts, grades 
1-8, enjoyed three 
weeks of painting, 
sculpture, drawing 
and ceramics via 
lessons designed 
to enhance creative 
and critical-
thinking skills.

“This is not your ordinary summer 
camp,” said Arlene Martin, program 
director and adjunct professor of art at 
ODU. “It is a fusion of the art education 
program and its students, trained in the 
latest teaching practices, with the children 
and parents in our surrounding commu-
nity.”
Martin, a Chesapeake public school art 
teacher with more than 20 years of teach-
ing experience, supervised the camp, 
which was staffed by current ODU art ed-
ucation student Tori Farrell Martin and 
ODU graduate Georgeanna Fellio.

In addition to the daily classes, the 
campers visited ODU’s Gordon Galleries 
and Kaplan Orchid Conservatory.  Ms. 
Martin commented, “These children were 
infused with a sense of joy about and the 
importance of creating art and many may 

be our future college 
art majors”.   Other 
key supporters of the 
2010 Art Summer 
Camp include Rick 
Nickel, Patti Ed-
wards, April Taylor-
Martin, Elliott 
Jones, Ken Daley, 
Dianne de Beixedon, 
Ramona Austin, and 
Robbin Love. The 
Art Education pro-
gram looks forward to 
continuing the Sum-
mer Art Camp next 
year and expanding 
the amount of camp-
ers and instructors.

ODU Art Education also plans to con-
tinue its other service learning efforts, 
including Saturday Morning Art Classes 
(taught by the Secondary Art Education 
students each November), and ongoing 
work with the Boys and Girls Club (taught 
throughout the year by students enrolled in 
the Elementary Art Education course.

In October our visiting artist will 
be Mr. Imagination  Oct 2nd - Oct 
2nd, 2010 -  Mr. Imagination, vis-
iting artist residency, Gallery Lec-
ture and workshop, 10 a.m  Free 
to all . Gregory Warmack, known as 
Mr. Imagination, is a contempo-
rary self-taught artist who trans-
forms everyday found objects such 
as discarded paintbrushes, brooms 
and bottle-caps into powerful, 
evocative works.  He will present 
a lecture at 10 a.m. at the Baron 
and Ellin Gordon Galleries fol-
lowed by a community workshop 
from 12 - 4 p.m. in the ODU Art 
Education Studios.

Dr. Pamela Taylor from Virginia 
Commonwealth University (http://
www.vcu.edu/arts/arteducation/dept/
curriculum/graduate.shtml)

At Virginia Commonwealth University, 
the summer Creative Arts Camp was 
a great success under the leadership of 
graduate students Laura Nichols and 
Traci Taaffe with over fifty children 

Higher Education continued 

Hillary, Gr. 12, Staunton River HS.  Art Teacher: Susan Hubble

Shane, Gr. 12, Staunton River HS.  
Art Teacher: Susan Hubble
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Supervision& 
 Administration 
by Deborah Barnard

June, July, and August are vacation 
months for educators and for art teach-
ers, an opportunity to rediscover their 
inner artist, explore the world outside the 
classroom, and renew their passion as an 
art educator. Every art teacher is also an 
artist. Summer is the time to re-ignite the 
artist within and experience the creative 
process. Participate in summer classes 
and workshops to remember the joy of 
creating a painting or modeling in clay 
from start to finish and rediscover your 

artistic talents. New art 
media and techniques 
can be explored and 
new skills to share 
with students can be 
acquired. Time outside 
the classroom can also 
be an opportunity to 
complete the many 
project examples that 
sat unfinished dur-
ing the school year as 
students moved into the 
next activity or grades 
were recorded for the 
end of the marking 
period.

All teachers have time for travel during 
the summer and time to explore the world 
outside the classroom. Teachers can use 
their travel adventures to re-connect with 
their visual culture, get outside and enjoy 
nature, and explore new and different 
surroundings. Art teachers can look at 
their travels as inspiration for future works 
of art and motivation for future art les-
sons. Mid week visits to art galleries and 
museums are possible and perhaps surprise 
encounters with full-time practicing artists.

Most teachers use their summers to rest, 
relax, and re-energize. For art specialists, 
they can reflect on the many stories of 

student success in their art classes and 
renew their passion for art education. 
When educators speak of educating the 
whole child, that education includes 
instruction in the arts. Every art teacher 
creates opportunities for students to 
see and observe objects and to envi-
sion the ordinary in a new and different 
way. It is in art class where students 
can discover different solutions for the 
same problem and all of the solutions 
can be correct. Through the creative 
process, students learn to synthesize 
their knowledge and skill in art and 
create unique expressions reflecting 
their own ideas and experiences. By 
creating works of art, students gain 
confidence, feel a sense of reward, 
and understand that what may at first 
seem like a mistake, can, through their 
own direction, turn into something 
beautiful. This creative and innovative 
problem-solving approach is a highly 
regarded skill in the competitive 21st 
century job market.

As the school year begins, art teachers 
have a fresh, new opportunity to help 
students learn as artists, to increase 
their awareness of their sense of aes-
thetics, and to enhance their apprecia-
tion of their visual world. September is 
the time to envision the year ahead and 
consider where you want your students 
to be in June. How will you bring your 
summer experiences as an artist into 
the classroom to help your students 
create meaningful works of art? How 
will your summer explorations be-
come inspiration for your students to 
discover new ways to see their world? 
How will your renewed passion for vi-
sual art education provide positive and 
successful learning opportunities for 
your students to grow as artists and in 
their knowledge and understanding of 
art? The journey begins now for those 
stories of student success to develop.

in attendance. In July, faculty members 
Dr. Melanie Buffington and Ms. Jan 
Johnston taught workshops for children 
in Doha, Qatar. 

Dr. Pamela G. Taylor (VCU) was award-
ed a grant from the National Art Educa-
tion Foundation for the “Research and 
Development of Visual Descriptors/Indi-
cators for eLASTIC: Electronic Learning 
and Assessment Tool for Interdisciplinary 
Connections.” This grant will fund $8,500 
of the larger software development 
project that was funded last year from the 
Qatar Foundation. Pearson’s Evaluation 
Systems Group invited Dr. Taylor (VCU) 
to serve on the Art Content Advisory 
Committee for the NES (National Evalu-
ation Series) at their Benchmark Confer-

ence in St. Louis July 23, 2010. At the 
National Benchmark Conference, K-12 
educators and faculty members from 
across the country met to recommend a 
performance level that would be expected 
of an entry-level educator in each field. 

Dr. Pamela G. Taylor was busy work-
ing with NAEA on convention propos-
als, officer nominations, and continuing 
work on her book and the Qatar National 
Research Foundation grant. Taylor’s 
award of a NAEF grant will greatly as-
sist specific parts of the project that the 
QNRF funds do not. Office manager, Ms. 
Marlena Brown will be teaching at John 
Tyler Community College in addition to 
performing her duties at VCU.

Shane, Gr. 12, Staunton River HS.  Art Teacher: Susan Hubble

Division News
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Food, Music, and Ideas
The Chrysler Museum of Art Hosts VAEA

Museums and galleries anchor the visual arts in cities and towns 
across Virginia.  We preserve the history of human beliefs and creativ-
ity, and our collections are the birthright of every child.  We are also 
a place to recharge the mind and the spirit.  For all these reasons, 
let’s come together in November during our annual conference.  The 
Chrysler Museum in Norfolk is proud to host VAEA conference at-
tendees on Friday, November 5, for an evening of food, music, and 
fresh ideas for learning through works of art.

The full Museum and its collection spanning 5000 years will be open 
that evening and the Chrysler’s Education department will be your 
hosts.  We have also invited museum educators from across Virginia 
to join us and share information about their school programs with 
you.  Additionally, workshops on teaching with museum collections 
will be held in the galleries throughout the evening while live music, 
food, and a cash bar entertain you in the Museum’s magnificent Hu-
ber Court.  Our goal is to make this an event for everyone and all the 
senses.  Please join us.

Museum Education  
by Scott Howe

Photos 
courtesy 

of the 
Chrysler 
Museum 

of Art, 
Ed Pollard 

photographer
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Affiliates 
Advocacy

by Jean-Marie Galing, M.Ed.

Summer may have had many of us taking a well deserved break 
from the usual frenetic pace of teaching students, collaborating 
with colleagues, learning new skills and strategies, and advocat-
ing for arts education in our communities.  Spring was a time 
full of art shows, arts integration festivals, and the arts as part of 
international night festivities.  

Robinson Secondary School in Fairfax has a one-day show every 
April in which they invite the local elementary schools to submit 
artwork from young artists.  To accommodate as much participa-
tion as possible, there are displays of some elementary work and 
a scrolling slide show of many more examples of elementary 
art alongside artwork from middle and high school students. In 
this way the school reaches out to future students and parents, 
who are excited and honored to be participating in a high school 
show.  This type of inclusion also shows the entire sequence of 
artistic development from early childhood to young adulthood.  
It makes a powerful statement about how creativity is nurtured in 
students throughout their academic careers.  

Abingdon Elementary School in Arlington hosted a “Day of 
Arts Integration” to share with educators how arts integration 
strategies are being used in math, language arts, social studies, 
science, architecture and communications classes.  Abingdon is 
a CETA Model School; CETA (Changing Education Through the 
Arts) is a program of the Kennedy Center which promotes the 
use of arts integration strategies by teachers in all content areas.  
Currently nineteen schools in Northern Virginia participate in 
CETA. As teachers from these schools begin to implement arts 
integration strategies in their classrooms, students make more 
connections, have better retention, make inferences, work in en-
semble, and demonstrate their knowledge in more creative ways.  
When parents and community members see this in action and see 
the success of students who learn this way, they better under-
stand how the arts are essential to educating the whole child.

Over the summer at the university level, community outreach 
and linking with museums were two ways in which arts advoca-
cy occurred.  Dr. William Wightman of James Madison Univer-
sity shared that a two week art camp was held on campus, taught 
by certified arts teachers to 250 elementary and middle school 
students.  Art camp coordinator Valerie Smith expressed that 
feedback from students and parents was positive and supportive.  
Dr. Renee Sandell of George Mason University directed the 
NAEA Summer Vision DC learning experience for over thirty 
art teachers.  This four-day event included trips to seven area 
museums and focused on “The Museum Experience: Exploring 
Form+Theme+Context (FTC).”

Fine Arts Coordinator Roger Tomhave recently retired from 
Fairfax County Public Schools after 20 years of dedicated ser-
vice.  In his farewell letter to county art teachers, he had this to 
say about advocacy:

“A large part of what all of us in the arts do is advocacy, 
but advocacy is nothing more than teaching, if you think 
about it.  Each year, there is a new class to educate, and 
at the end of it you don’t say, ‘Well, I am glad that’s over, 
I hope I never have to do that again.’ No, when the new 
classes arrive in the fall, you are prepared with your best 
lessons to take this new class to the next level, to raise 
the bar and take this new group beyond that which they 
thought they could achieve.”

As you finish recharging your creative batteries and gear up for 
the new school year, keep in mind the idea that advocacy is just 
another form of teaching.  We teach our students, but we also 
teach our non-art colleagues, administrators, parents, community 
members, and local government officials about the value of art 
education in forming the minds of young people and enriching 
the lives of everyone in our community.

To order or request a catalog call 1-800-913-8555,
or visit CRIZMAC.COM > Shop Our Catalog

Travel with
us to Oaxaca,
Mexico for our
final tour of 2010.
Visit CRIZMAC.COM
> Travel for details.

Outstanding Folk Art,
from Africa, Asia,
Mexico, and more.

Resources include
curriculum, books,
DVDs and more.

Bringing You and Your
Students The World Through Art

Resources • Folk Art • Travel

CRIZMAC Art & Cultural Education Materials, Inc.
P.O. Box 65928, Tucson, AZ 85728
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Retirees
by Dennis Winston

It was a very hot summer and I hope that the next few months are 
a lot more pleasant.  There has been a lot of really exciting things 
taking place.  Our new VMFA has opened with extended hours.  
The museum offers many exciting new activities and galleries 
for all to enjoy. I have enjoyed seeing faces that have been a part 
of my journey as an art educator over the years at many of the 
opening events.

As indicated in my last news letter, the General Assembly passed 
legislation that creates a separate retirement plan for employees 
hired on or after July 1 and this means that new state and school 
employees will pay their own 5 percent VRS contribution.  As 
part of that legislation, localities now have the option of either 
continuing to cover the full cost or passing the 5 percent employ-
ee contributions on to new hires. This is a very significant change 
and shift for retirement planning.  The future could also include 
elevating the minimum retirement age. It is important now more 
than ever to be an advocate and pay attention to local and state 
politics so that our voices can be heard. The impact of budgets 
and policy changes has also limited the opportunities available 
for retirees as they attempt to “Retire or Rewire”.

Make plans to attend the fall conference in November and con-
sider presenting at the conference. You have ideas and experi-
ence that could be of a great benefit to our younger teachers 
as well as our fellow retirees. At the conference there will be a 

Alex, Henrico HS Center for the Arts.  Art Teacher: Mary Scurlock
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retired teachers meeting and we need your input in discuss-
ing ideas on how to entice more retired members to become 
active in the association and at the conference. There have 
been suggestions in the past about conference expenses, 
registration fees, travel expenses, and scholarship programs 
to help with attendance for retirees. We need you to be ac-
tive and to share your experience and ideas as to how we 
can resolve these issues.

At the fall conference we will have a room set up as the 
VAEA VISION ROOM. There was a similar setup at the 
Baltimore Conference where members could come and 
make suggestions for the future of NAEA. This VISION 
ROOM will invite members to come in and make sugges-
tions about their vision for the future of VAEA. There will 
be many means by which members could make this happen 
and express their ideas. There will be WIFI access, pen 
and paper, and a variety of art materials provided so that 
members can express themselves as artists and teachers. 

Alex, Henrico HS Center for the Arts.
Art Teacher: Mary Scurlock

Alex, Henrico HS Center for the Arts.
Art Teacher: Mary Scurlock

It could be an interesting way to communicate and share your thoughts. The 
room would be available for two days, Thursday and Friday for about 4 hours 
each day. We would need some volunteers to set up and staff the room for one 
hour periods of time. I am hoping to have some of you, the brain trust and 
experience of our profession, to assist with the VISION ROOM. This would 
only require a minimum of one hour of time and would be an opportunity to 
stimulate and share with the membership. 

There will also be a “meet and greet” activity from 6-7 pm on Friday which 
would be an excellent opportunity for retired members to welcome some of 
our newest members to our organization and to share “words of wisdom.”  
Please contact me if you are willing to help out. We need you and we need 
your information so that we can share your activities with the membership.   
Congratulations to recent retirees.  I am aware that we have increased our 
ranks with Montgomery Epps, Roger Tomhave, and Nancy Cozart.  I real-
ize that my list is incomplete, but I would hope that you will contact me with 
needed information.  I know that Linda Hollett-Bazouzi  has had a number of 
shows  and that Kathy Barclay and Gene Toutsi are still showing their work 
at the Crossroads Art Center.  Sam Banks is busy with the Henrico County 
400th Anniversary Committee as chair of the Schools Committee, and as part 
of the Communications and Civil War Committee. 

Please keep me informed of news to share with the membership.
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NAEA/VAEA Membership Application

Mail to: The National Art Education Association, Membership Dept, 
1916 Association Dr., Reston, VA   20191

Membership Categories:

Active:  Art teachers, directors of art education programs, 
       or those engaged in pursuits closely related to the field.     
       Provides all the benefits of membership.
First Year Professional:  Recent graduates entering their 
       first year of teaching.  Valid for one year.  Provides all 
       the benefits of membership, except the right to hold 
       national office.

Student:  Undergraduates and full-time graduate students.  
       Provides all the benefits of membership, except the 
       right to hold national office.

Retired:  Retired educator who has been an active NAEA 
       member for a minimum of five years.  Includes all the 
       privileges of membership.

Associate:  School personnel not actively engaged in 
       teaching art and other individuals with a general 
       interest in art education.  Provides the basic 
       publication and discount benefits of membership.  
       Members in this category will not receive 
       membership bonuses and do not have the right to 
       hold national office.

Institutional:  Institutions or departments involved with 
       art education.  Provides the basic publication and 
       discount benefits of membership, as well as a 
       subscription to the quarterly Studies in Art 
       Education, eligibility for Art Honor Society 
       sponsorship and one registration to the NAEA 

Please print all information below:

o New   o Renewal       I.D.Number  ___________________

Name  ____________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________

City  _____________________________________________

State  ______________  Zip + 4 _______________________

Telephone Number  ( _____ ) __________________________

Geographic Region in VIRGINIA  _______________________

Membership 
Categories:  Dues:

o Institutional                     250.00
o Active   75.00
o Associate  75.00
o Retired   45.00
o First Year Professional  50.00
o Full-Time Student  25.00

School:  ____________________________________________
Graduation Date: ______________

  Sub total: ________

Subscription Option:
o Studies in Art Education                  $20.00

Please check ONE professional level below where you 
spend over 50% of your professional time:

oElementary     oMiddle     oSecondary     oMuseum      
oCollege/University             oSupervision/Administration

Payment Information

o Check Enclosed o Please Charge
o American Express o VISA o MasterCard

Credit Card Number __________________________________
Expiration Date _________________

Signature  __________________________________________ 
CHARGE BY PHONE - 1-800-299-8321

Membership dues include $25 for a member subscription to 
Art Education and $15 for a member subscription to NAEA News.
A separate rate is established for non-member subscriptions.

Brandi, Gr. 12, Staunton River HS. 
Art Teacher: Susan Hubble
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Standing Committee
Chairs and Affiliates 

Advocacy 
Jean-Marie Galing
jmgaling@fcps.edu

Archivist
Angela Winters
akwinter@nps.k12.va.us

Membership 
Patsy Parker
paparker@nps.k12.va.us

Newsletter 
Kathy Barclay
kbarclayart@yahoo.com 

Policy
Barbara Laws
blaws@nps.k12.va.us

Research/Curriculum
Sara Wilson McKay, VCU
swilsonmckay@vcu.edu

Retired Educators 
Dennis Winston
dennisrwinston@aol.com

Webmaster/Technology
LeAnne Poindexter
leanne.poindexter@loudoun.k12.
va.us

Youth Art Month 
Co-Chairs:
Sean Collins
michael_collins@ccpsnet.net
Jimi Herd
james_herd@ccpsnet.net

Exofficio Members

VA Dept. of Education
Cherry Gardner
Cherry.Gardner@doe.virginia.gov

Virginia Commission for the Arts
Elizabeth Cantile 
elizabeth.cantile@vca.virginia.gov

Regional Presidents

Blue Ridge 
Cynthia Shank
cynthshnk@yahoo.com

Central  
Dawn Vass
dmvass@henrico.k12.va.us

Northern Virginia
Linda Conti
lconti@thehillschool.org

Southwest 
Jennifer Fowler
fowlerjl@cox.net

Tidewater 
Sandee Darden
sandarden@spsk12.net

Division Reps

Elementary 
Sarah Matthews
sarah_matthews@ccpsnet.net

Middle School
Helena Agnew
helena_agnew@ccpsnet.net
 Secondary 
Anne Pfeiffer
annepfeiffer@verizon.net

Higher Education
Richard Nickel
RNickel@odu.edu

Supervision&Administration 
Deborah Barnard
BARNARDD@pwcs.edu

Museum Education
Scott Howe
showe@chrysler.org
 

Executive Board

President
Scott Russell
president.vaea@gmail.com

Vice President
Maripat Hyatt
mghyatt@henrico.k12.va.us

Secretary
Kathie Tharp
Kathie_Tharp@ccpsnet.net

Treasurer
Kimberly Turner
kturner@richmond.k12.va.us

Past President
Pat Franklin
pat.franklin@nn.k12.va.us

Executive Secretary
Peggy Wood
wood_vaea@yahoo.com

Extended BOARD

Send reports and articles to:  wood_vaea@yahoo.com
Executive Secretary  Peggy Wood 
 
Send photos & student art to: kbarclayart@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor  Kathy Barclay

Send address changes to: paparker@nps.k12.va.us
Membership Chair  Patsy Parker

H
H
H

Newsletter Deadline: NOV.15, 2010
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SAVE THE DATE 
VAEA Fall Professional  
Development Conference. 
Join us for three days of innovative and 
alternative ways of thinking about art 
education held at the  
Norfolk Waterside Sheraton 
Thursday-Saturday 

November 4-6, 2010 
 

 over 125 workshops, events and 
presentations for you to choose from 
 new social networking mixers 
 a super session on “Practical Advo-
cacy” to beef up your art program 
 exciting new products highlighted 
with our vendors 
 an Artisan’s Gallery showcasing art-
work for sale, created by our members 
 a Night at the Chrysler Museum for 
food, entertainment and Virginia muse-
ums offering and demonstrating inter-
esting ways of integrating museums 
into your curriculum 

Navigating The Currents  
THE CHANGING FACE OF ART EDUCATION 

Leaves by Jahania, Gr. 6, Montross MS, Northern Neck. 
Art Teacher: Cynthia Flickinger
Rooster by Amelia, Gr. 1, Echo Lake ES, Henrico Co.
Art Teacher: Merle Kincaid

FALL 2010FALL 2010


