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The VAEA 
Newsletter 
is a publication of the Virginia 
Art Education Association, and 
is distributed to members 3 times 
a year.  In addition, the Confer-
ence Issue published in the fall, 
is mailed to every school in the 
state.  

Articles 
are submitted by the Execu-
tive Board and Extended Board 
members. Contact your Regionl 
President, Division Representa-
tive, or appropriate Affi liate Liai-
son to offer news or photographs 
for inclusion with their reports.

Contact 
Information 
for the extended board is found 
on  the inside back page.

Student Art 
work is welcome and may be 
submitted directly to 
Kathy Barclay, 
Newsletter Editor, at  
kbarclayart@yahoo.com

Vendors 
wishing to advertise should 
contact Peggy Wood, 
Executive Secretary, at 
wood_vaea@yahoo.com

Submission 
Deadlines:
Winter Issue
Nov. 15 for January publication
Spring/Summer Issue
March 15 for May publication
Fall/Conference Issue
July 15 for Sept. publication

Mission 
Statement:
To promote, support and 
advance visual arts education 
through leadership, professional 
development, research and 
service.

Calendar of  Events
September 2011 Blue Ridge Region
   Painting Workshop

September 2011 Central Region
   “Welcome Back”
   Event at VMFA

October 2011 Tidewater Region
   Saturday Workshop

October 14, 2011 Blue Ridge Region 
   Professional Devel-
   opment Day

Nov. 3-5,  2011     VAEA Conference
                              Roanoke, VA

November, 2011 Southwest Region
   Annual Member 
   Show
   Jefferson Center

February, 2012 Blue Ridge Region
   Art Teachers Show
   Waynesboro, VA

Feb. 11, 2011 Tidewater Region
   Winter Workshop

March 1-4, 2012 NAEA Convention,  
   New York, NY

April 2012 Tidewater Region
   Saturday Workshop

Apr. 18-20, 2013 NAEA Convention, 
   Fort Worth, TX
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Night of the Living 
Art: Zombie Artists
The Taubman Museum of Art in conjunction with 
Roanoke’s Art by Night will be hosting an exciting 
night of “living art” in Roanoke that you may fi nd 
yourself drooling over. Dress up as your favorite 
undead artist and join us for tours of the Taubman 
and neighboring galleries. From the Taubman, rise 
up to the challenge and hunt down the best in art 
that Roanoke has to offer. Participants who unearth 
all of the participating galleries will be entered to win a spine-tingling prize. 
If you have brains, you’ll know this will be a night you won’t want to miss!   

  Maddie, Gr.12, James River H.S.
  Art Teacher: Laura Wright
  Maddie, Gr.12, James River H.S.
  Art Teacher: Laura Wright
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President's Message
Scott Russell
president.vaea

@gmail.com
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Welcome Back Art Educators!

By now you’ve unpacked the boxes, moved the furni-
ture, aligned your schedules, met your new students, 
prepared activities for museum visits, and a few of you 
haven’t done anything because you recently retired!  

How did VAEA spend its summer vacation you ask? 
Working!  We have been working on results from the 
surveys you replied to for us.  We have been prepar-
ing advocacy tools for you to use in your classroom 
and with your legislators.  We have been preparing an 
incredible professional development conference for you 
in Roanoke.  We have been preparing a slate of offi cers 
for you to vote on for state leadership.  We have been 
refi ning our procedures and making preparations to 
involve you, the membership, even more.  We have re-
fl ected on all that we have been and have begun to look 
at where we need to go.

Much the same as you have.  You’ve no doubt reviewed 
your lessons from last year.  You’ve refi ned your 
programs.  You’ve prepared new and exciting ways to 
bring the arts to your students, student teachers, mu-
seum visitors, art education staff and hopefully your 
community and state legislators.  Yes, you are equally 
responsible for educating those last two groups, because 
let’s face it, if we don’t… who will?  You have relaxed 
and rejuvenated yourself for another year.  

As the end of my term comes I have been looking to 
things that have been goals during my 2 years as your 
president.  Some of the things VAEA has been work-
ing on complete the strategic plan that was created 
in January of 2010.  I hope that you all feel that you 
have been more ‘in the know’ this year as VAEA relied 
on you to be an active part in the advocacy process.  
That is something that will continue, you may have 

chosen leaders for the 
VAEA but you are 
the individuals that 
help make change 
happen.  Our collec-
tive voice is what 
keeps people hearing 
how valuable and 
critical the arts are for our students and our communities.  
I realized this fi rst hand when a member I had not met, 
Mary Lou Cramer, came up to me while at the VMFA 
for the Picasso exhibit to let me know she appreciated all 
the emails and the guidance to add her voice to the benefi t 
of art education in Virginia.  I thank Mary Lou for coming 
up to me, introducing herself and confi rming the value of 
keeping you, the membership of the VAEA, informed.  You 
are a powerful force. 

Also, I have realized that VAEA cannot continue to grow 
without preparing for the future.  We need to grow new 
leaders, and those leaders come from you.  Just like I did, 
only 9 years ago when in 2002 I attended my fi rst VAEA 
conference and volunteered for my region.  I never thought 
that act would set in motion events that would lead me 
here.  And I couldn’t be more grateful for that, I have met 
amazing people and been able to become involved in ac-
tions I could not have imagined.  It has been a pleasure to 
give back to the profession that gives me so much.
So if you have ever wanted to know about leadership, look 
for me at the VAEA Conference in Roanoke.  I plan on 
sharing the ins and outs of leadership, large and small, and 
this session is for everyone.  

As you begin your new year I want to leave you with a 
thought.  During the Southeastern Leadership summit in 
Kentucky this summer, Vice-president Pat Franklin gave 
the state leaders of the southeast something to consider for 
this year.  Defi ne your job as the Chief Creative Offi cer.  
What must you do within your school, museum, school 
system, wherever you work, to help others see you as the 
go to person for creative needs?  We all have had staff 
development sessions where we wonder how the discus-
sion directly applies to us in the arts.  What if you were the 
staff development?  What if other teachers began to look at 
you to see how to close the achievement gap, to understand 
how to differentiate instruction, to teach to the child and not 
to the test?  How are you exemplifying your role as Chief 
Creative Offi cer?   Let’s make that our professional goal. 
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Policy Update
Barbara Laws

We hope that you took the opportunity over the summer 
to visit your Virginia delegate and senator - and to make 
contact with your U.S. Congress representative.  With 
political changes swirling around us, having developed 
those relationships will be a considerable plus as ad-
ditional critical decisions are made in Richmond and 
Washington, D.C.  

A case in point is the recent news from Americans for 
the Arts regarding the defeat of the House amendment, 
proposed by Rep. Tim Walberg 
(R-MI), which would have cut an 
additional $106 million in funding 
for the National Endowment for 
the Arts from the FY 2012 Interior 
Appropriations bill.  The voices of 
35,000 folks from across the coun-
try, in support of the NEA funding, 
surely made a difference.

As school starts, make sure that you 
are ready to educate our legislators 
and other members of the public 
whenever the opportunity arises:
 Sign up for updates from 
Americans for the Arts (http://www.
artsusa.org/) and Virginians for the 
Arts (http://www.vaforarts.org/).  Be 
prepared to communicate to decision 
makers when necessary.
 Likewise, please consider 
responding when the VAEA sends a 
call for action.  Complete informa-
tion and frequent updates are avail-
able on the VAEA website under the 
Virginia Leadership Coalition for 
Fine Arts Education, a group com-
prised of representatives from the 
state arts education associations, the 
VA Congress of Parents and Teach-
ers, Virginians for the Arts and other 
constituencies.
 Check out the VAEA website 
for upcoming advocacy items tar-
geted to specifi c audiences.  Jean-
Marie Galing, chair of the VAEA 
Advocacy Committee, is currently 
working on materials which will 
be helpful to all of us.  The NAEA 
website also has pertinent materials.

 Have 5 talking points regarding the value of arts 
education ready so that when you are confronted with 
an opportunity to educate a member of the public or 
a decision maker you will be able to make a case in a 
way that relates to that person’s circumstances.  Use art 
exhibitions, when appropriate, to get the message across 
to parents and other stakeholders.  Invite a policymaker 
to help give out awards.
 Develop a network of folks in your area, in and out-
side of the profession, who support arts education and 
who would be available to assist you if needed.
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NAEA News

Have you been to the NAEA website lately?  Have you 
seen the advocacy tools they have available?  Have you 
heard of the new art education resource guide?  Have you 
looked through the instructional resources gallery?  Have 
you joined a NING?  Did you know that NAEA is in the 
execution stage of its strategic plan from NAEA Next in 
Baltimore?  

Recently at the Southeastern Leadership summit this 
summer NAEA President, Dr. Bob Sabol and Regional 
Vice President, Pat Franklin shared many things about 
the status of the organization.  The recent dues increase, 
the continued effort to double membership (in these 
diffi cult economic times, NAEA still shows growth in 
membership when many other organizations are declin-

ing).  We were informed that NAEA stands fi scally sound, and have 
you seen the benefi ts of membership?  If not, reread the fi rst para-
graph again.  

Also shared were some big plans for the upcoming Convention in 
New York in 2012.  Did you realize that this convention NAEA will 
celebrate its 65th year?  We were informed that if you haven’t been 
to a National Convention in a while, this is one you will not want to 
miss.  Start making your case and plans today!

NAEA 
Celebrates 
65 Years!

Scott Russell, Pat Franklin, Bob Sabol, and Maripat Hyatt at the 
Southeastern Leadership Summit.

             At the most basic level, however, 
effective advocacy starts in the 
classroom with effective teaching 
and learning.  Each year, whatever 
our arts educator role, we are given 
the opportunity of a new beginning, 
to refl ect on what worked - and what 
didn’t - and to build on what we have 
learned to ensure that all of Virginia’s 
students are engaged in quality arts 
experiences.  This year is no exception.  
Have a great year!

Policy Update continued...

Madeline, Grade 12, James River H.S.
Art Teacher: Laura Wright
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VAEA Awards Program

As a privilege of the VAEA membership you are cordially invited to sub-
mit nominations recognizing Outstanding Art Educators in Virginia.

Awards Program Objectives

• To provide tangible recognition of excellence and achievement of the 
many outstanding individuals and programs of the VAEA.

• To focus professional attention on exemplary art educators, quality art 
education and increase public awareness of the importance of quality 
art education.

Why Nominate?
• You know extraordinary Art Educators in your Region (Blue Ridge, 

Central, Northern VA, Southwest, Tidewater) who merit recognition 
for their advocacy, leadership and contributions for the fi eld of art 
education! 

• Demonstrate your appreciation by acknowledging your “Friend of the 
Visual Arts” or Distinguished Service Candidate in your community 
that has supported your art program!

Candidates?  
Any VAEA member who meets the award criteria established by 
NAEA may be nominated. VAEA Membership is not required for the 
Distinguished Service (Outside the Profession) and “Friends of the Visual 
Arts” Awards.

Nominator:  Any VAEA member. (Art Administrators / Supervisors may 
be nominated by Administrators, Supervisors, or Principals who are not 
VAEA members.)

Award Categories Nominated from the VAEA Membership:
Elementary Art Educator
Middle School Art Educator
Secondary Art Educator
Retired Art Educator
Special Needs Art Educator
National Art Honor Society Sponsor
National Junior Art Honor Society Sponsor
Higher Education Student Chapter Sponsor
Higher Education Student Achievement
Special Needs Lifetime Achievement
Distinguished Serevice Within The Profession
Distinguished Service Outside THe Profession
*Friends of the Visual Arts I (Administrators)
*Friends of the Visual Arts II (Corporations)

DEADLINES:
• September 15th: Candidate’s packet submitted to the Regional 

President.
• October 10th:  Regional Presidents submit the Candidates packets 

to the VAEA Awards Chair.   

Awards

ALL 
required 
VAEA 
Nomination 
Forms are 
located on 
the website 
@ vaea.org.

*

Katy B., Gr.12, James River H.S.
Art Teacher: Laura Wright
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YAM Co-chairs 
Jimi Herd and Scott Collins

YAM
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It’s (almost) that time of year again…………….

It may seem like a distant thought. Twenty six pages into 
your plan book, after two seasons, and a handful of holidays, 
Youth Art Month doesn’t seem to be coming anytime soon. 
And as most things that seem to be light years away from 
happening, it always seems to fi nd a way to sneak up faster 
and faster each year. Take it from someone who knows how 
hard it is to fi nd a decent gift at the mall at 7:00 p.m on 
Christmas Eve. Waiting until the last minute never pays off. 

Now is the time to use the momentum you’ve built since re-
turning to school to plan out important projects in advance. I 
know it seems daunting to think about YAM so early with so 
much on our plates already, but keep in mind March can be a 
very memorable time for our students as many of them will 
have artwork on display throughout the community. YAM is 
one of the many opportunities in our toolbox to teach about 
the important role of art in our lives and what happens when 
art leaves the classroom and travels into the eyes of the public.  

March is a perfect time to take your program on the road and exhibit the power of art education with the visual proof 
that you’re always so proud of: your student’s artwork. Start traveling around your community now asking local 
businesses about the 
possibility of exhibit-
ing student artwork 
in March and other 
times of the year. Just 
remember when you 
do, if your school 
permits, call your local 
newspaper or televi-
sion station and let 
them know what you 
are planning. You’ll be 
surprised about how 
many of them will 
come visit. Good luck 
planning!!

Courtney, GR.11, J.R.Tucker H.S.
Art Teacher: Katie Wilson

Katie F., Gr.12, 
James River H.S.

Art Teacher: 
Laura Wright
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Potential
by Maripat Hyatt

Our theme for this year’s professional 
development conference is “Art Grows 
Potential” and this year’s VAEA fall 
conference is fi lled with Potential. The 
Potential for presenters to 
share something exciting 
and informative, the Poten-
tial for you to learn some-
thing new, the Potential for 
people to meet like-minded 
individuals and make lasting 
statewide connections, and 
the Potential to have some 
fun celebrating what we do!

Peggy Wood, VAEA execu-
tive secretary, and I have 
been working hard this 
summer collecting the best 
hands-on workshops and 
lectures for our member-
ship. We have over 110 sessions lined 
up for you this year in Roanoke. We are 
very excited about our Keynote speaker, 
Dennis Hwang from Google. Dennis 
was suggested to Scott Russell and I 
when we attended the national confer-
ence in Seattle. His former art teacher, 
Flowerree Galetovic, in Tennessee had 
just had him speak at their state con-
ference. Dennis Hwang is the original 
Google Doodler! He will be speaking 
on Friday as well as offering a session 
on Saturday.

I hope that each of you will take advan-
tage of our early-bird registration to get the best price on registration. 
We listened to last year’s conference evaluators and included images 
for hands on workshops in our on-line registration descriptions. This 
should aid you in making your selections for professional development.

I would also like to point out that staying in the conference hotel helps 
us keep prices down on registration costs. We do not pay to use the 
meeting rooms as long as we have enough registration for the hotel 
sleeping rooms. The Sheraton Hotel Roanoke is very inviting. My fa-
vorite part is not having to climb tons of steps or walking up hill to get 
to the entrance and the parking is FREE! This will certainly be a huge 
benefi t to anyone who is bringing in supplies for a presentation. 

I hope you will join me on November 3-5, 2011!

  “Fun and Fabulous Frames” 
    with Kathy Barclay

“Canvas Books” with Maggie Bowen

“Create, Destroy, Remake” with Jill Palumbo

“I.D. Mapping” with Eric Scott 
and David Modler

A Sampling 
of some of the 
Workshops 
Available 
at the Conference:

Sign up NOW at vaea.org!
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Dennis Hwang to be Keynote Speaker!
According to David E. Williams of CNN in July of 2006, “Dennis Hwang may be the most famous unknown artist in 
the world -- his work doesn’t hang in galleries or museums, but it’s been viewed hundreds of millions of times.”

Dennis Hwang is a software engineer and graphic artist, best known for his work re-designing the Google logo into 
“Google Doodles” that celebrate holidays and world events. Before studying art and computer science at Stanford 
University, Dennis attended a public high 
school in Knoxville, Tennessee, where his art 
teacher and art classes taught him important 
skills that would later contribute to his career in 
unexpected and signifi cant ways. With anecdotes 
from his 11 years at Google and a behind-the-
scenes look at designing the Doodles, Dennis 
will illustrate how he “owes everything to art 
education.”

Be sure to check the conference listings and sign 
up for his session where he will cover practical 
topics including a demonstration of digital-art 
tools and technology, examples of leveraging art 
lessons in real-world corporate situations, and an 
inside look at how creative candidates get hired 
in Silicon Valley.

Dennis 
Hwang

Two of Dennis Hwang’s 
specially designed logos to celebrate 
famous artists’ birthdays:
Michelangelo and Rene Magritte

Conference 2011

Amber, Gr.6, Pocohontas M.S.  Student Art Teacher: Kai Chen
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Regional      
   News

Southwest 
by Ingrid Moldenhouer Chase

Central 
by Sarah Mays

Blue Ridge 
by Kelly Tuma
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Welcome back to school, hope your summer was blissful, fun and 
productive.  At the end of June, a few offi cers from both the Blue 
Ridge and Tidewater Regions did a teacher summer institute at 
Moore College in the heart of the city of Philadelphia. During July 
our region met in Lyndhurst at Lynn Hilton Conyers’ studio for a 
three day Raku workshop. We will continue the collective learning 
experience in September with a painting workshop conducted by 
Andrea Stuart at her home on the Shenandoah River. 

As the summer comes to a close, we have a full year planned al-
ready.  October 14th from 9am - 4pm in Front Royal we are plan-
ning a Professional Development Day, focusing on kiln fi ring and 
maintenance followed by techniques using Shrink Art.  We will 
also use a part of the day to make plans that will lead into the state 
conference in November where we will be co-sponsoring with the 
Southwestern Region.  Lastly, in February we will be having our 
annual BRR Art Teachers Show at the Shenandoah Valley Art Cen-
ter in Waynesboro. The opening is set for February 2nd between 
5-6pm. 

For details on any of our events please email me at ktuma@wcps.
k12.va.us.  Thank you and hope to see you all in November at 
conference.
 

Welcome back! I hope that everyone had a 
wonderful, relaxing, and inspiring summer. I 
always love the excitement and positivity of the 
new school year. Every year, I want to start the 
school year off with a bang. But sometimes, it’s 
hard to fi nd the perfect activity to do the fi rst day 
of school. What activity do you do the fi rst day? 
Email your ideas to me, imoldenhauer@bcps.k12.
va.us. I will compile them and send them out to 
the region for future inspiration!

Speaking of inspiration, it is almost time for this 
year’s conference, which will be in Roanoke, 
November 3rd, 4th, and 5th! I strongly encourage 
everyone in the region to attend. Please spread the 
word to any art teachers in your district who are 
not currently members that there is no better time 
to sign up. Conference is a great way to fi nd new 
inspiration! 

I would like to encourage each and every one of 
you to show off your work during the conference. 
This year there are three different ways to do this. 
Our annual regional member show will be at the 
Jefferson Center this November, you can still sub-
mit artwork to the electronic gallery, and you can 
sell your work in the Artisan’s gallery!

Are you interested in helping with the conference? 
Email me directly or look for emails from me with 
volunteer opportunities. Volunteering is a really 
great way to become involved and meet others 
who are equally as passionate about art!

Finally, is there an amazing, involved art educa-
tor in your district? It’s not too late to nominate 
that person for one of the division awards in the 
Southwest region.

I look forward to seeing you all at conference!

Wow, time fl ies doesn’t it? I hope 
everyone had a relaxing and rejuvenat-
ing summer, whether taking classes, 
workshops, traveling or getting all the 
little things done that accumulate during the school year.  

Last year Central Region held a “Welcome Back to School” 
event at the VMFA.  Although, the number of members at-
tending was small, everyone in attendance really enjoyed the 
event.  We will be repeating this entertaining event again this 
Fall.  So for members who were unable to attend last year’s 
event, this is your second chance!  Special thanks to VMFA’s 
Twyla Kitts who is helping us make this opportunity pos-
sible.  Details will be sent via our “e–news”.  Speaking of 
e–news, our main form of CRVAEA communication, if you 
need to sign up or update your e-mail, please do so by going 
to the VAEA website, clicking on CRVAEA under regions and 
following the directions in the bright red box that says, “join 
now”.  

November 3, 4, and 5 will be the VAEA Professional Devel-
opment Conference held in Roanoke at the Roanoke Sheraton.  
The drive may be a bit farther for us but it is important to 
make the effort to attend.  The Southwest Region and VAEA 
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Tidewater 
by Sandee Darden

continued next page...
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Hi Northern Virginia Art Educators!  It is my hope 
that you all had a wonderful summer full of inspira-
tion, rest, family time and art.  Your NVAEA board 
met in June to plan for the rest of the year. We hope 
that you can focus on your professional growth and 
development at the November conference in Roa-
noke. Tell your administrator what a benefi t it is to 

participate in the state organization.  See if your PTA will help sponsor you.  Conference 
is such a wonderful opportunity to grow and refresh yourself, make professional con-
tacts and learn new skills and lesson ideas to expand your teaching.  When you come to 
conference be sure to join us on Friday morning for the regional meeting.  It is a won-
derful time to see who is in our area.  You are also encouraged to join us in presenting a 
“share fest” of art lessons and educational ideas on Friday midday.  We will have special 
pins to identify NVAEA members.

This association is for your benefi t.  What do you need to help you in your teaching 
activities?  Do you need product ideas, skills, a helping hand, a mentor?  Please let us 
know what kind of workshops you would like us to provide.  Do you have any skill or 
special project that others might like to learn?  We would love to set up a time and space 
for you to teach other art teachers your specialty.  With the challenging economy we 
need to stick together.  Those of you who are alone in schools with no other art teacher 
should join us for some of the workshops or social activities.  It is so inspiring to be 
around other art educators so that you can be more creative for your students.

Two activities in the planning stages are a tour of the Lorton Workhouse Arts Center and 
a session with Artist Trading Cards.  We will keep you posted when we have the details.  
Remember that you need to send me your updated email address at carlajean8@gmail.
com.  Hope to see you at the conference or a workshop.

Happy New Year to Tidewater art educators! We have 
some very exciting events planned for this year. You 
will be able to read about upcoming events on the 
VAEA website as well as getting emails from us. Our 
focus over the next ten months will be on “growing” 
our professional development. TVAEA will provide several opportunities for you to get 
certifi cates with professional development hours listed on them.

On our calendar so far this year: We will have a Saturday Workshop in October, our 
Winter Workshop on February 11, 2012, and another Saturday Workshop in April. The 
Saturday workshops will feature an artist/teacher from our area who will focus on a tech-
nique or process, like encaustic painting. The cost will be free or dramatically reduced 
for members. Our hope is that each workshop will be an opportunity to enhance your 
artistic process as well as your teaching process.

At the Fall Conference in November, our Regional Meeting will feature a make-and-take 
activity, and we will honor the regional Art Educators of the Year, plus: a fabulous gift 
and great networking opportunities, so don’t miss it!

Here is an opportunity to give back: if there is anyone(or group) who would like to create 
the “region” pins for the Fall Conference, please email me: sandarden@spsk12.net by 
October 7th. We need about 150 cool pins for Roanoke. The “theme” is Art Grows Poten-
tial, or you could focus on unique features of our region...you get to be really creative on 
this one!

have worked hard to pro-
vide us with this excellent 
professional development 
experience where we can 
connect with other educa-
tors, support art, attend 
workshops and catch up 
on regional news.  If you 
are interested in becoming 
more involved with our 
organization, the VAEA 
board will be hosting 
an “Emerging Leaders” 
session at the conference 
where members will have 
opportunities to get in-
volved right away.  Check 
out the conference booklet 
for more information.

Please plan on attending 
our regional meeting at the 
conference.  Upcoming 
events will be discussed, 
art teacher nominations 
and awards will be re-
vealed and door prizes will 
be awarded.  Thank you 
to those who submitted 
nominations for art teach-
ers. Central Region has 
a number of outstanding 
educators and we continue 
to be well represented at 
the state and national level.   

In closing, I hope every-
one has a fabulous 2011 
– 2012 school year.  May 
your students be inspiring, 
your energy endless and 
your creativity bountiful!  
Please feel free to email at 
any time at mayshouse@
comcast.net for comments, 
ideas, questions or sugges-
tions.  This organization 
is for all of us and I am 
thankful to represent you.  

Northern 
Virginia

by Carla Jaranson
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Belton, Gr.6, 
Pocohontas 
M.S.  
Student 
Art Teacher: 
Kai Chen

Pen & Ink 
Drawing of 
his sculpture.
Ben, Gr.11, 
James River H.S. 
Art Teacher:
Laura Wright

Chris, Gr.8, Manchester M.S.  Art Teacher: Brent Tharp

Giraffe pot by 
Sara, Gr.8, 

Manchester 
M.S.  

Art Teacher: 
Brent Tharp

“In the Eye of Tucson Moon” by Kelly, Gr.12, Staunton River H.S.  
Art Teacher: Susan Hubble

Student Art Gallery
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Natasha, Gr. 5, 
Randolph ES. 
Goochland. 
Art Teacher: 
Cindy Edmonds 
(name
spelled 
incorrectly
in last issue)

Gabi, Gr.12, Staunton River H.S.  Art Teacher: Susan Hubble

Lydia, Gr.12, Staunton River H.S.  Art Teacher: Susan Hubble

Tyler, Gr.3, 
Mehfoud E.S.  

Art Teacher: 
Natalie Weir

Andrewe, Gr.5, 
Mehfoud E.S.  

Art Teacher: 
Natalie Weir

Colin, Gr.3, 
Mehfoud E.S.  
Art Teacher: 
Natalie Weir

Springfi eld 
Park E.S.

Art Teacher: 
Ashley Cogbill

VAEA_107089_Fall 2011 Newsletter.indd   14 8/24/11   3:16 PM



15

Chris, Gr.8, Manchester M.S.  
Art Teacher: Brent Tharp

Chris, Gr.8, 
Manchester M.S.  

Art Teacher: 
Brent Tharp

Elizabeth, Gr.10, James River H.S. 
Art Teacher: Laure Wright

Morgan, Gr.12, James River H.S. 
Art Teacher: Laure Wright

Taylor, Gr.11, J.R.Tucker H.S.  Art Teacher: Katie Wilson

Student Art Gallery
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Welcome back to a new and 
exciting year! I hope you took my 
advice and fell in love with mak-
ing art, seeing art, and teaching 
art this summer. To nourish my 
spirit I kept current with several 
art blogs, painted a few murals, 
and sculpted with dirt and plants 
in my garden. I let myself stroll 
through art galleries and muse-
ums soaking up new ideas and 
techniques. I feel refreshed and 
eager to take my students on a 
journey of expression and creation. 
I hope you feel the same way.

If you are still looking for ways 
to get energized and excited 
about this year make plans to 
attend the VAEA’s Fall Confer-
ence in Roanoke. The conference 
is a great place to be inspired and 
renewed. You can collaborate and 
network with over three hundred 

So-did you go see the 
Picasso show when 
it was at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts 
this spring?  It really 

was a once in a lifetime opportunity 
that won’t come to our country ever 
again!  Even though my family and 
I had bought tickets in advance and 
arrived 30 minutes early, the line to 
be admitted was a mile long!  As we 
paraded along the serpentine maze, 
the line would bring the same folks 
past us again. It was a great venue for 
people watching! One young woman 
we kept passing looked more and 
more familiar. I stared at her hoping 
she wasn’t aware of my persistent 
gaze. Finally I fi gured out who she 
was! It was May-Lily Lee - the host 
of Virginia Currents!   It’s one of my 
favorite shows on PBS.  She was not 
in her usual television outfi t that day 
but in faded blue jeans, a t-shirt and 
a baseball cap, but her trademark 
dimples gave her away. When the line 
brought us near again I built up the 
courage to speak to her. She was very 
friendly and not at all disappointed 
that I had recognized her in public.  
My two boys were delighted to meet 
a celebrity. They watch Virginia Cur-
rents with me all the time. We told her 
that our favorite episodes were The 
Fuller Brush Man and the episode 
about the artist Mark Cline, who lives 

art teachers. Show your commitment 
to the arts even if you must foot the 
bill yourself. Do something wonder-
ful for you and your students and 
come to Roanoke. The VAEA confer-
ence is the best professional develop-
ment an art educator can attend. There 
are many workshops, lectures, events, 
and social opportunities available.  
Stay connected to one of the largest 
statewide organizations of visual art 
educators in our nation.

Reconnect with an old friend and plan 
on rooming together or at least make 
a lunch or dinner date with 
a colleague that may have 
switched levels or locales. 

Perhaps have a reunion 
with a former student 
teacher or a mentor. As 
elementary art teachers we are of-
ten isolated from those who share 
our same passion and tolerance 
for mess. Find a kindred spirit! 
Come fi nd me and I’ll gladly 
share a dessert or a cup of coffee.

Plan to attend the Elementary 
Division Meeting. I will have 
great give-a-ways and lesson 
ideas that incorporate free or sur-
plus supplies. Got water bottles, 
hula hoops, records, cardboard, 
or scrap paper? Find out how 
to transform these treasures. If 
you have any great ideas that use 
cheap or easy to fi nd materials 
please come ready to share. Got 
a new song for us to learn? Have 
some concerns or questions? I 
will have an LCD projector ready 
to show any visuals or videos you 
want to pass along. Join us for 

some inspiring, invigorating ideas to 
enhance your art program and your 
artistic spirit.

Check the VAEA website for details 
and updates. See you in Roanoke!

Carl, Gr.2, Mehfoud E.S. 
Art Teacher: Natalie Weir.

William, Gr. 8, Pocohontas M.S.
Student Art Teacher: Kai Chen
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and works in Natural Bridge.  Check 
out his website at enchantedcastlestu-
dios.com.  He is a loony sculptor with 
a clever sense of humor that kids seem 
to love. My favorite work by Mark 
Cline is called Foamhenge, which is a 
full-size replica of Stonehenge made 
entirely out of styrofoam..  I really 
want to see Foamhenge! It is located 
in Natural Bridge, which is just 45 
minutes from Roanoke. Perhaps I will 
have my chance this fall at the VAEA 
Conference which is in Roanoke. 

Are you going? I hope to see many of 
you regulars and a few new faces as 
well.  This year, bring someone new 
with you to conference, someone who 
perhaps has not come for a number of 
years or who has never come at all.  
Roanoke is one of my favorite places 
to have the conference. There is a ter-
rifi c Art Gallery Scene with a shuttle 
bus that brings you from one gallery to 
the next on Friday night. 
A Farmer’s Market in the historic 
downtown area on Saturday provides 
booths where many local artisans sell 
their wares.  I bought a terrifi c Face 
Jug from a local potter the last time I 

I had the privilege 
of attending an oil 
painting workshop 
given by Lee Boynton, a former 
student of Henry Hensche. He’s a 
fantastic teacher who is determined 
to create clarity and enthusiasm while 
encouraging us with his playful, good 
nature. Painting workshops are hard McKenzie, Gr. 8, Pocohontas M.S.

Student Art Teacher: Kai Chen

was at confer-
ence in Roa-
noke. It’s great 
to show your 
students works 
of art from lo-
cal artists and 
craftsmen.  We 
have a tendency 
to show our 
students a lot 
of art that is by 
dead artists! It 
is so important 
that we inform 
students about 
the vibrant 
local art com-
munities here in 
our own cities 
in Virginia.  

This year, I have moved from middle 
school into a high school position. It 
has been many years since I taught 
in a high school classroom, so natu-
rally I am a wee bit anxious. Once 
those wonderful young people walk in 
with their enthusiasm and their ideas, 
everything will become familiar again. 
For those of you who also have new 
assignments, I wish you a good year 
full of terrifi c lessons. For those of you 
in a continuing assignment, keep doing 
what you do so well, and be proud of 
yourself for the difference you make 
in the lives of your students.  I am 
blessed to be in the ranks of fabulous 
art teachers all across the state.  Hope 
to see you in November in Roanoke.

Hope, Gr.12, James River H.S.  Art teacher: Laura Wright

and exhausting, standing at an easel 
for six hours after absorbing all the 
instruction and demonstrations, and 
although we could barely stand at 
the end of the third day, we were 
still so sad it was over. Half of us 
were teachers and we praised him 
on his ability to teach (since we’ve 
all returned from other workshops 
not sure of what we learned). He 
joked, “Well, I have a gift. I can 
paint and talk at the same time.” 
His teaching gift was more than 
that, but I think that statement hit 
a nerve. I really want to teach like 
that again. He had the enthusiasm 
of a child, but all the wisdom of 
a well-trained, determined artist 

and the clarity of a seasoned 
instructor. And he taught art. 
He didn’t have a list of other 
things he had to cover during 
that time, just get us to make 
giant steps forward in seeing 

and understanding visual phenom-
enon and giving us the skills to 
express it. Sometimes it’s hard to 
remember that our priority is to 
teach our students about visual art, 
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ergy, painting and teaching long hours. 
“I run every day. I have to, to keep 
this up.” He approached his career of 
painting and teaching as seriously as 
a professional athlete. You’ve got to 

stay in shape 
mentally and 
physically and 
keep your skills 
honed.  And, 
no, he wasn’t 
this enthusiastic 
because he was 
new to teaching.  
I saw his name 
on a plaque in 
the Center’s 
hallway with a 
list of valued 
instructors who 
had taught there 
for at least a 
decade.

The other inspir-
ing thing about 
the workshop 
was the loca-
tion: a large, 
old high school 
in Annapolis, 

demonstrate the skills, get them ex-
cited and let our enthusiasm inspire 
them. It seems sometimes we’re 
expected to also teach “everything 
else” under the guise of art class? 
Maybe we need to remember the 
rewards of the simple art workshop 
approach: state the objective, dem-
onstrate, explain and re-explain and 
demonstrate some more until we 
see results, and keep the energy and 
enthusiasm going.

Boynton, a professional artist and 
published author, wasn’t excited 
just because we were a group 
of well-behaved adults. He was 
equally excited to tell us all about 
the painting workshop with middle-
school students he just fi nished. I 
overheard one of the other teach-
ers say to her friend, “Teaching art 
used to be this much fun.” She also 
asked him how he maintains his en-

Mary, Gr.12, James River H.S.
Art Teacher: Laura Wright

Maryland, transformed into 
the Maryland Center for the 
Creative Arts. The place was 
throbbing with activity at 
nine in the morning, from 
miniature ballerinas in per-
formance camp, high school 
students talking in depth 
about their workshops in the 
hallways, to adults in sculp-
ture, painting, and fi ne crafts 
workshops. There was an art 
gallery on each fl oor, every 
former classroom turned 
into a studio and even a café.  
What a vibrant community 
treasure. Most communities 
have a semblance of this, but 
I had never seen one so large 

and bursting at the seams with light 
and activity with such a high caliber of 
instructors. Obviously this community 
valued the arts and even during hard 
economic times kept the center for the 
arts active. I realized that part of how 
we as teachers can keep our enthusi-
asm is to try to remember that at least 
part of our community does treasure 
the arts and we are an essential part of 
that vibrancy. And if our community 
members forget this, maybe we need 
to take ourselves seriously enough so 
they can see it. We need to keep pic-
turing how even more vibrant the arts 
can be in our community. 

I’m off to Maine to take a plein-air 
painting workshop with the same great 
instructor. I hope you also had a reju-
venating summer. See you in Roanoke 
in the fall and don’t forget to enter 
your artwork into the Electronic Gal-
lery juried exhibit. I will be teaching 
a workshop on Flash animation, so if 
any of you have some Flash lessons or 
student examples you would allow me 
to share, please let me know.

Jullia, Gr.12, James River H.S.  Art Teacher: Laura Wright
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Response To 
Impacting the Arts

As we interact with public school 
teachers through our practicum stu-
dents, student teachers and graduate 
students the trends in public education 
are made visible to those of us teach-
ing in higher education. Refl ecting 
on my conversations with teachers 
during student observations and with 
my graduate students in classes at 
JMU during the summer I noticed an 
increase in the number of art teachers 
being required to give up art class time 
or prep time to participate in RTI. I 
fi rst learned of the special education 
program labeled Response to Inter-
vention (RTI) last year while read-
ing about current trends in education 
reform. RTI’s purpose is for teachers 

to work in 
groups to iden-
tify struggling 
students and 
provide increas-
ing levels of 
interventions 
in an attempt to 
improve aca-
demic perfor-
mance before 
lengthy testing 
is initiated. For 
more informa-
tion see the 
National Center 
on Response 
to Intervention 
at http://www.
rti4success.org. 
Like all educa-
tion reforms 
that come 
and go educa-

tors make 
adjustments 
to meet requirements and hope for 
the best. For the art teachers we 
value and support in higher educa-
tion, losing class time to assist 
with RTI is affecting art education 
in our state. Many art teachers do 
not have a method of recourse to 
petition against losing instruc-
tional time for art without facing 
sanctions. My question for the 
higher education membership this 
year is: what can we do to support 
and advocate for the teachers in 
our area? If you are not familiar 
with RTI read more in journals or 
online and ask the teachers you 
work with how they are being 
impacted with this ever expanding 
school reform initiative. 

I look forward to meeting more 
of the higher education members 
at the conference in Roanoke in 

November. At the division meeting we 

Holly, Gr. 12, Matoaco H.S.  Art Teacher: Jennifer Myer

Casey, Gr.11, James River H.S.
Art Teacher: Laura Wright

will discuss possibilities for the data 
of the completed surveys from all 
grade levels. I have begun summa-
rizing the results from select topics 
and sharing it with the VAEA board 
members, but ideas for further use 
of the data are appreciated. The 
VAEA board has been working 
hard on advocacy in the past year, 
please bring ideas for how higher 
education can be more involved in 
advocating for the arts or share the 
creative methods you use for advo-
cating for art in your community. 

Lastly, I would like to congratulate 
Bill Wightman on his achievement 
of being appointed the Director of 
the School of Art, Design and Art 
History at JMU. Please contact me 
at any time with announcements 
from your institution that you 
would like to have listed in the next 
newsletter. 
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“American Art Through the Decades” 
  
Students in Prince William County have participated in 
and enjoyed the Summer Art Enrichment Program for 
many years. Each year, a rigorous program of art in-
struction is designed around a theme usually created by 
one of the art teachers. “American Art Through the De-
cades,” a curriculum of art instruction around American 
art and artists came to light at the end of the program 
last summer. As planning and organization of the pro-
gram for this summer developed, the teachers became 
more and more excited about the depth and breadth 
this theme would provide. History, culture and style of 
American art and artists have promoted an amazingly 
wonderful experience for the students this summer.

Exploring our Native American and colonial beginnings, 
artists throughout American history have utilized sym-
bols and natural materials to create pottery, basketry, 
textiles, paintings and carvings that tell the story of their 
lives and beliefs. Hopi, Anasazi, Pueblo and Navajo art-
ists took their craft to a high level of fi ne art. Quilt mak-
ers, fashion designers, silversmiths and ceramic artists 
told their story and defi ned that era in American history 
through their art.

As explorers 
stretched the 
boundaries of 
the United States 
westward, land-
scape artists such 
as Albert Bierstadt 
and Thomas Mo-
ran have given us 
fi rst hand views of 
the raw and undeveloped plains and prairies. The infa-
mous cowboys of the west come to life for us through the 
sculptures of Frederic Remington and the wildlife through 
John James Audubon. We are able to recognize the features 
of our founding fathers and we can identify Native Ameri-
cans chiefs because of American portrait artists like Gilbert 
Stuart and George Catlin. We see the faces of ordinary, 
hardworking Americans in the paintings of Grandma Mo-
ses, Grant Wood, Edward Hopper and Andrew Wyeth.

Industrialization, rail travel, civil unrest, and the growth of 
cities in the US is pictured for us in the work of muralists 
John Steuart Curry and Thomas Hart Benton. Architects 
such as Frank Lloyd Wright and Louis Sullivan are re-
sponsible for the towering skyscrapers of America’s city 
skylines. From “sea to shining sea,” photojournalists such 
as Dorothea Lange have told the stories that form America. 
We see the sacrifi ce and drama of immigrants, slaves, and 
migrant workers from many lands building this country 
and forging new lives in America. With each new decade, 
American art has changed to refl ect the progress, growth 
and culture of the United States. Jacob Lawrence and 
Romare Bearden used painting and collage to picture the 
Harlem Renaissance. Andy Warhol, Claes Oldenburg and 
Wayne Thiebaud introduced Pop Art prints, paintings and 
collage to America combining commercial art with fi ne 
art. American artists have embraced advances in technol-
ogy to digitize images and approach the creative process in 
multiple ways.

Long before the sesquicentennial events celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the Battle at Bull Run in Prince Wil-
liam County were promoted for July 2011, the art teachers 
for the Summer Art Enrichment Program were exploring 
ways to bring the history, culture and style of American 
art and artists to art students in the community. “American 
Art through the Decades,” the 2011 theme for the Summer 
Art Enrichment Program, has given art teachers an excit-
ing and interesting avenue to make visual art instruction 
meaningful and relevant for the students participating in 
the summer program.

Noah Davis, Basic Training 1, 
2008, Oil and acrylic on canvas, 
10 x 10 in. (25.4 x 25.4 cm)

“Lock and Keys” by Gabi, Gr. 12, ,Staunton River H.S. 
Art Teacher: Susan Hubble
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Look what’s happening at 
Virginia Museums!

Chrysler Museum of Art – Norfolk, VA
Teachers’ Night
Wednesday, October 26, 2011 from 5:00-8:00 p.m.
Join the Education Department for a night of networking, 
light refreshments, tours, and plenty of resources for the 
classroom! Explore the special exhibitions, Our Com-
munity Collects: From Dürer to Warhol and Beyond and 
view the glory of Kodak color in 36 panoramic prints by 
some of the America’s best commercial and artistic pho-
tographers in the exhibit Colorama. Reserve your free 
goodie bag today by registering via email. Contact Jennifer 
Schero, Museum Educator for School & Teacher Programs 
at jschero@chrysler.org. This program is free, cash bar.

Corcoran Gallery of Art – Washington, DC
Exploring Personal and Communal Identity through Art 
at the Corcoran Gallery of Art
Thursday, September 22, 2011 from 4:30–8:00 p.m.
Explore concepts of identity by focusing on selected art 
works in the Corcoran’s renowned collection. Educators of 
all grade levels gain understanding of how works of art and 
art making provides understanding of life, self, our historic 
past, and current times. Participants engage in a hands-on 
activity and receive practical classroom resources. For 
more information, please go to website: www.corcoran.
org/education/educators.php or contact jkho@corcoran.org.

30 Americans Educators’ Evening at the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 from 5:00–8:00 p.m.
Please join us for a special evening to celebrate 30 
Americans, a wide-ranging survey of work by many of 
the most important African-American artists of the last 
three decades. This event includes exhibition tours, a 
presentation by artist Noah Davis (see his work opposite 
page), performances by Jolley Sound Experience Jazz 
Trio and spoken word poet Messiah, refreshments, ex-
citing door prizes, and more! Each participant receives 
a tote bag with the 30 Americans educators’ resource 
packet. Although this program is free for educators, 
pre- registration is required. To register and learn more 
details, please go to www.corcoran.org/educatorevening  
or contact jkho@corcoran.org .

University of Virginia – Charlottesville, VA

2011 Writer’s Eye
September 12 – November 5, 2011

This program challenges writers of all ages to use visual 
art as inspiration for the creation of original poetry and 
prose. Contestants submit original writings inspired by 
selected works from the museum’s permanent collec-
tion and visiting exhibitions. Guided tours of selected 
art works are offered at no charge for groups of 6 or 
more. In 2010, docents led 216 tours for 2999 children 
and adults, and fourteen judges reviewed 1,226 entries. 
To schedule a tour, please contact the UVaM education 
offi ce email:    <musuemeducation@virginia.edu>, or 
call 434-243-2050

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts – Richmond, VA
Xu Bing, Installation Art, and Contemporary Visions 
Presenter: Michael Lease
Thursday, September 15, 4:30–7 pm, VMFA Museum 
Main Building, Conference Room 1
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I hope that this has 
been a great summer 
of creativity, travel, 
and fun activities. 

We certainly have had our usual hot 
Virginia summer weather, but the political 
heat in Washington has defi nitely had my 
attention and concern the last few months. 
The debates in Washington will have a 
defi nite impact on us all as we look to-
ward our retirement years.  I look forward 
to the cool winds of fall.

There is some discussion and a growing 
concern for what appears to be a signifi -
cant decline in the participation of men 
in our profession and affi liate groups.  
NAEA/RAEA would like to determine 
why and what measures our profession 
can take to change or improve this situa-
tion at all levels and your ideas or sug-
gestions will be greatly appreciated. The 
information will be passed on to the Dis-
tinguished Fellows to seek answers and 
solutions and to study and deal with this 
issue. Please share your ideas. I have a 
survey form that I can share with anyone 
who is interested. Just email me.

The 2011 Business Meeting minutes for 
RAEA will be accepted in New York at 
the 2012 Conference. At that time there 
will be the election of a new secretary. If 
anyone is interested or knows of anyone 
who is interested in being nominated for 
the position, please contact Mike Ramsey.  

Michael Lease, Exhibition 
Director of VCU’s Ander-
son Gallery, conducts this 
workshop that explores 
installation art. The session 
will relate to a work created 
by Chinese artist Xu Bing 
for the special exhibition 
Xu Bing: Tobacco Project, 
Duke, Shanghai, Virginia, 
1999-2011 on view at VMFA 
from September 10, 2011 
through December 4, 2011. 
Among many pieces in this 
exhibition is a tiger-skin-pat-
tern rug made from over half 
a million cigarettes standing 
on end. Participants may 
attend this as a stand-alone 
workshop or as a follow-up 
to the Xu Bing symposium 
planned for the weekend 
of September 10-11, 2011. 
Attendance certifi cates will 
refl ect the events attended by 
individual participants. Find 
out more about Xu Bing at: 
http://www.vmfa.state.va.us/
Exhibitions/Xu-Bing/. Fee: 
$20 each; $18 for Members.

VMFA on-site teacher 
workshops provide exciting 
possibilities and innovative 
ideas for interdisciplinary 
learning—and resource pack-
ets with background informa-
tion, lesson plans, vocabulary 
lists, and CDs of images. A 
boxed lunch or dinner is also 
provided. Pre-registration is 
required. (Suitable for recer-
tifi cation points.) Questions? 
Call 804.204.2662 or e-mail 
Twyla Kitts:   Twyla.Kitts@
vmfa.museum.

Sam, Gr.12, J.R.Tucker H.S.  Art Teacher: Katie Wilson

Sam, Gr.12, J.R.Tucker H.S.  Art Teacher: Katie Wilson

He is the RAEA nomination chair 
and he can be reached at mgramsey@
gmail.com. Also at the 2012 Business 
Meeting RAEA will be acknowledging 
the National Retired Art Educator of 
the Year, (nominations are due by Oc-
tober 1, 2011) and the National Student 
Chapter for 2012, (nominations due 
November 1, 2011). All nomination 
information can be found on the RAEA 
section of the NAEA Website and you 
may contact me for additional informa-
tion.

There was a new award established 
in 2011.This is the NAEA/REA Dis-
tinguished Service Award.  This is not 
an annual award, but is given when 
the Executive Committee determines a 
recipient. If you are interested in nominat-
ing someone or yourself, you may go to 
the RAEA section of the national website 
to obtain updated information on all award 
information.

Gary DiVecchia, who retired in 1990 
from Prince William County Schools 
as the fi rst Instructional Art Supervisor, 
recently uploaded four new pages to his 
web sculpture gallery. Anyone wishing to 
see some of his new wood collage sculp-
tures as well as a few of his favorites 
that are in private collections, may do so 
by logging in at www.dvecchiasgallery.
com. Gary and his wife Betty still live in 
Manassas, Virginia.

Retirees
by Dennis Winston
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Please share information about what is 
happening in your area and your con-
cerns or issues. We are the communica-
tion link between VAEA and NAEA/
RAEA and our membership. The 2011 
VAEA Conference is in Roanoke, No-
vember 3-5. Mark your calendars for a 
great event.

Over the 
summer I had the opportunity to do 
some professional reading in between 
some good “beach reads.”  I also was 
able to attend an interesting confer-
ence on arts integration at the Phillips 
Collection.  Both of these yielded 
some good information and new re-
sources to help teachers advocate for 
strong arts in schools.

While working with a team of teach-
ers to develop new lessons based on 
the theme of Community, we read 
Community Art in Action by Kristin 
Congdon (part of the Art Education 
in Practice Series).  Our main objec-
tive was to understand the differ-
ent aspects of community and how 
communities of people express their 
interests, traditions and experiences 
in aesthetic ways.  Another underly-
ing idea emerged as we discussed the 
book and brainstormed ways to help 
students make artistic connections 
to the idea of community:  a symbi-
otic, two way relationship develops 
between a school and its surrounding 
community when the art program 
brings in local artists or reaches 
out to share artistic pursuits with 
its neighbors.  This back and forth 
between school, local art community, 
and community at large can help 
strengthen ties, make public spaces 
more aesthetically pleasing, and edu-
cate people about the value of strong 
arts programs. This is grass roots arts 
advocacy, something attainable at the 
local level when enthusiastic teachers 
work together with local artists.

The idea of utilizing local teaching 
artists as a resource in schools was 
also featured in Reinvesting in Arts 
Education: Winning America’s Future 
Through Creative Schools. This 
publication was recently produced 
by the President’s Committee on the 
Arts and the Humanities, and it brings 
together information and research 
from around the country “to illustrate 
how schools and communities are 
successfully bringing arts into pub-
lic schools in today’s economic and 
pedagogical climate.”1   Rachel Gos-
lins, Executive Director of PCAH, 
shared highlights with educators at 
the Teach Through the Prism of Arts 
Integration conference at the Phil-
lips Collection in Washington, D.C.  
She spoke of changing the percep-
tion of art education from “fl ower” 
to “wrench,” i.e., from a nice to have 
luxury to an essential tool for learn-
ing.   School leadership is frequently 
concerned with the important goals of 
raising test scores, increasing student 
engagement, and reducing the drop-
out rate.  She said that the variety of 
studies analyzed by PCAH indicated 
that arts-engaged students tend to 
stay in school, improve performance 
on standardized tests, increased their 
participation in math and science 
fairs, and that the performance gap  
between students of higher and lower 
income groups was reduced.  The 
report makes fi ve recommendations: 
build collaborations among different 
approaches (standards-based art edu-
cation, arts integration, and teaching 
artist programs), develop the fi eld of 
arts integration, expand in-school op-
portunities for teaching artists, utilize 
federal and state policies to reinforce 
the place of arts in K-12 education, 
and widen the focus of evidence 
gathering about arts education.2  As 
an art educator, none of these fi ndings 
should surprise you, but it is great 

that a committee at this level in the 
federal government has looked at 
a wide range of data and come to 
these conclusions.  This important 
advocacy resource may be down-
loaded free from the Committee’s 
website: www.pcah.gov. 

The Arts Education Part-
nership has recently pub-
lished a pamphlet that 
teachers can share with 
administrators, superinten-
dents, and other education 
leaders that suggests ways 
to increase arts education 
in schools, “without sig-
nifi cant trade-offs in fund-
ing, personnel, or learning 
in other subjects.”3  

The pamphlet may be downloaded 
free from their website: www.aep-
arts.org.  It offers practical ways 
to rethink and reprioritize learn-
ing goals to include the arts as an 
essential component of education 
without taking away from other 
subject areas.

I hope that these publications will be 
useful tools as you advocate for art 
education in your school and district.  
I look forward to talking with you 
more about art advocacy at the con-
ference in Roanoke in November!
(Endnotes)
1  Reinvesting in Arts Education: Winning 
America’s Future Through Creative 
Schools. President’s Committee on the 
Arts and the Humanities, Washington, 
D.C., May 2011, p. 11.
2  Ibid., pp. 48-54.
3  What School Leaders Can Do To 
Increase Arts Education. Arts Education 
Partnership, Washington, D.C., May 2011.

Sign  up for Conference 
        online  NOW!   vaea.org
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Curriculum &Research
by Sara Wilson McKay

Statewide Surveys of 
Art Education in Virginia

Over the last two years, VAEA has 
conducted four different surveys 
shepherded by Bill Wightman and 
Karin Tollefson-Hall in conjunc-
tion with the VAEA Board to learn 
more about the state of art educa-
tion in Virginia.  The surveys began 
with the Elementary Art Instruction 
survey, which received 349 responses.  
Next we moved on to the Private and Independent 
Schools survey (82 responders) and Middle/Junior High 
Art Instruction survey (107 responders).  Survey efforts 
culminated with the High School survey last year, which 
garnered 91 responses.  While the response rates repre-
sent only a portion of the views of VAEA members and 
not all art teachers in Virginia are members of VAEA, 
there are still meaningful take-aways that can be useful 
to the VAEA Board and members as they continue to 
advocate for and shape their art programs.

The VAEA Board has asked for compiled results per-
taining to three immediate areas: Budget, Special Needs, 
and Elementary Instructional Time in Art.  This column 
will address budget and special needs.  Instructional 
time in art per level may be the subject of a future article 
and raw responses will be provided to division levels for 
analysis.

Budget information gleaned from the surveys varied ac-
cording to the questions asked which evolved over time.  
At the Elementary level, there was only one budget 
question asked but it showed that approximately 70% 
of responders have an art budget that meets or exceeds 
their program needs.  Accordingly, 30% of responders 
at the Elementary level work with budgets that do not 
meet their needs.  The same question on the Middle 
School survey showed a slight increase in those who say 
their budgets do not meet their needs, averaging 35% 
which mirrors the High School survey results on the 
same question.  In Private/Independent Schools, 25% of 
responders say their budget does not meet their needs. 
More detailed budget questions on all but the Elementa-
ry surveys showed that per pupil funding varied dramat-
ically with the surveys providing the rough data above.

Middle School High School Ind./Private School

$0 - $4 25% 31% 16%

$5 - $9 24% 14%

$10 - $25   7% 22% 17%

$25 - $50   8% 19%   6%

$50 - $100 18%   8%

Don’t know 21% 26% 16%

Lowest per pupil $1.45 $1.50 $1.50

Highest per pupil $100 $100 $250

Note:  Middle School: 2 teachers responded that they don’t 
have a budget. They submit requests and are rarely denied 
what they ask for.
Ind./Private Schools: 3 teachers are given all they ask for; 
2 must fundraise entirely for their budget

Of those surveyed, fees are required of students at both the 
Middle School level (42%) and High School level (57%), 
but when students are not able to pay the fee, they are 
almost always still allowed to take the class. 84% of High 
School respondents said they rely on fundraisers to meet 
their budget needs and about 40-44% of secondary schools 
also receive assistance from the PTA or Principal Discre-
tionary funds.  

In looking at this data, I would suggest that teacher knowl-
edge of her/his per pupil budget (and how much of that 
number is fund-raised, fee-based or school-provided) 
is the most important area in which to grow awareness.  
Knowing this number and its break-down, will provide 
the opportunity to compare data across districts, areas, and 
the state to build a fuller picture of area investments in art 
education.

Special needs questions across the four surveys also varied 
in format.  However, rough data shows that at all levels, 
93-99% of respondents teach special needs students.  The 
Independent/Private School respondents differ signifi cantly 
in this regard with only 35% reporting they serve special 
needs students, however some of the schools are exclusive-
ly devoted to special needs students.  Instructional aides 
accompany special needs students in the art class with 
more frequency at the Elementary level (65%) decreasing 
to less than 10% consistently at the High School level.  
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The most signifi cant area identifi ed from the 
survey responses in terms of special needs per-
tains to training.  Only 30% of respondents at the 
Elementary level reported they received special 
training for working with special needs students.  
Responses about training experienced through 
initial licensure courses (40%) and recertifi cation 
(8%) show Middle School respondents as the best 
prepared for working with special needs.   Re-
spondents at the High School level (20%) offer 
that they have received special training to work 
with special needs students, but the type of train-
ing varies greatly from material covered in college 
classes to dual certifi cation in Special Education. 
Respondents in Independent/Private schools in-
dicated a slightly higher percentage of training in 
college (32%) or ongoing training (21%), perhaps 
because many of these teachers also have varied 
backgrounds in psychology or teach in specialized 
schools.  Given the wide numbers of special needs 
students that art educators encounter, both pre-
service and in-service training for working with 
special needs students should be a targeted focus 
for those offering licensure and recertifi cation.

These two topics, art budgets and special needs 
students, impact most all art teachers across Vir-
ginia. While this analysis of survey responses is 
cursory and not contextualized within or com-
pared to data available from other states or nation-
ally signifi cant research, this information is useful 

for program advocacy, 
grant-seeking, and 
future research efforts.  
Be on the lookout for 
future opportunities to 
participate in surveys 
and in survey response 
analysis at the VAEA 
conference.  

(Special thanks to 
Dr. Karin Tollefson-
Hall for compiling 
survey results for ease 
of interpretation and 
signifi cance.)

Hillary, Gr. 12, James River H.S.  Art Teacher: Laura Wright
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NAEA/VAEA Membership Application
Mail to: The National Art Education Association, Membership Dept, 
1916 Association Dr., Reston, VA   20191

Membership Categories:
Active:  Art teachers, directors of art education programs, 
       or those engaged in pursuits closely related to the fi eld.     
       Provides all the benefi ts of membership.
First Year Professional:  Recent graduates entering their 
       fi rst year of teaching.  Valid for one year.  Provides all 
       the benefi ts of membership, except the right to hold 
       national offi ce.

Student:  Undergraduates and full-time graduate students.  
       Provides all the benefi ts of membership, except the 
       right to hold national offi ce.

Retired:  Retired educator who has been an active NAEA 
       member for a minimum of fi ve years.  Includes all the 
       privileges of membership.

Associate:  School personnel not actively engaged in 
       teaching art and other individuals with a general 
       interest in art education.  Provides the basic 
       publication and discount benefi ts of membership.  
       Members in this category will not receive 
       membership bonuses and do not have the right to 
       hold national offi ce.

Institutional:  Institutions or departments involved with 
       art education.  Provides the basic publication and 
       discount benefi ts of membership, as well as a 
       subscription to the quarterly Studies in Art 
       Education, eligibility for Art Honor Society 
       sponsorship and one registration to the NAEA 

Please print all information below:

 New    Renewal       I.D.Number  ___________________

Name  ____________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________

City  _____________________________________________

State  ______________  Zip + 4 _______________________

Telephone Number  ( _____ ) __________________________

Geographic Region in VIRGINIA  _______________________

Membership 
Categories:  Dues:

 Institutional                     250.00
 Active   75.00
 Associate  75.00
 Retired   45.00
 First Year Professional  50.00
 Full-Time Student  25.00

School:  ____________________________________________
Graduation Date: ______________

  Sub total: ________

Subscription Option:
 Studies in Art Education                  $20.00

Please check ONE professional level below where you 
spend over 50% of your professional time:

Elementary     Middle     Secondary     Museum      
College/University             Supervision/Administration

Payment Information

 Check Enclosed  Please Charge
 American Express  VISA  MasterCard

Credit Card Number __________________________________
Expiration Date _________________

Signature  __________________________________________ 
CHARGE BY PHONE - 1-800-299-8321

Membership dues include $25 for a member subscription to 
Art Education and $15 for a member subscription to NAEA News.
A separate rate is established for non-member subscriptions.

NAEA/VAEA Membership Application
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The viewing, analysis, and creation of artworks provides stu-

dents with an entry into experiencing academic success in all 

subjects. Davis publications provides teachers with effective 

support that strengthens their art curriculum and reinforces 

skills in other academic subject areas as well.

—Staying in School, study done by the NYC Public Schools

“Schools offering students the  

most access to arts education have  

the highest graduation rates.”

For more information, visit davisart.com

Contact David and Lauri Taylor, call 410-893-0120  
or email dtaylor@davisart.com
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Standing Committee
Chairs and Affi liates 
Advocacy 
Jean-Marie Galing
jmgaling@fcps.edu

Archivist
Angela Winters
akwinter@nps.k12.va.us

Membership 
Patsy Parker
paparker@nps.k12.va.us

Newsletter 
Kathy Barclay
kbarclayart@yahoo.com 

Policy
Barbara Laws
blaws@nps.k12.va.us

Research/Curriculum
Sara Wilson McKay, VCU
swilsonmckay@vcu.edu

Retired Educators 
Dennis Winston
dennisrwinston@aol.com

Webmaster/Technology
LeAnne Poindexter
leanne.poindexter@loudoun.k12.
va.us

Youth Art Month 
Co-Chairs:
Sean Collins
michael_collins@ccpsnet.net
Jimi Herd
james_herd@ccpsnet.net

Exoffi cio Members
VA Dept. of Education
Cherry Gardner
Cherry.Gardner@doe.virginia.gov

Virginia Commission for the Arts
Elizabeth Cantile 
elizabeth.cantile@vca.virginia.gov

Regional Presidents
Blue Ridge 
Kelly Tuma
kindlykelly@gmail.com

Central  
Sarah Mays
mayshouse@comcast.net

Northern Virginia
Carla Jaranson
carlajean8@gmail.com

Southwest 
Ingrid Moldenhauer
ishipmold@gmail.com

Tidewater 
Sandee Darden
sandarden@spsk12.net

Division Reps
Elementary 
Sarah Matthews
sarah_matthews@ccpsnet.net

Middle School
Helena Agnew
helena_agnew@ccpsnet.net
 Secondary 
Anne Pfeiffer
annepfeiffer@verizon.net

Higher Education
Karin Tollefson-Hall
tollefkl@jmu.edu 

Supervision&Administration 
Deborah Barnard
BARNARDD@pwcs.edu

Museum Education
Jennifer Schero
jschero@chrysler.org
 

President
Scott Russell
president.vaea@gmail.com

Vice President
Maripat Hyatt
mghyatt@henrico.k12.va.us

Secretary
Kathie Tharp
Kathie_Tharp@ccpsnet.net

Treasurer
Kimberly Turner
kturner@richmond.k12.va.us

Past President
Pat Franklin
pat.franklin@nn.k12.va.us

Executive Secretary
Peggy Wood
wood_vaea@yahoo.com

Extended BOARD

Send reports and articles to:  wood_vaea@yahoo.com
Executive Secretary  Peggy Wood 
 
Send photos & student art to: kbarclayart@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor  Kathy Barclay
Send address changes to: paparker@nps.k12.va.us
Membership Chair  Patsy Parker

Newsletter Deadline:  November 15, 2011

Executive Board
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Tabatha, Goochland HS.  Art Teacher: Kim Bachmann

Fall 2011

1st Place - Robert Hunter - “Persephone”
2nd Place 
Christine 
Rodriguez 
“Banana Leaf”

3rd Place - Andrea Stuart - “Fallen”

Electronic Gallery
   

Don’t forget to enter your personal artwork in 
the juried Electronic Gallery on display during the 
conference. 
See the VAEA website for more information.  
Deadline: October 1. 

Kelly, Gr. 12, Staunton River H.S. 
Art Teacher: Susan Hubble

Fall 2011

Spencer, Gr. 9, J.R.Tucker H.S.
Art Teacher: Katie Wilson

Winners 
   from 
   2010
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