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2014 
October 18, 2014 - January 11, 2015
   Forbidden City Exhibit
   @ VMFA
October 24  BRBVAEA Professional
   Development Day
November 6-8 VAEA Fall Professional 
   Development Conference, 
   Richmond, VA
Thursday, Nov. 6 Vendor Focus
   Artisan Gallery
Friday, Nov. 7 Adventure @the VMFA
Saturday, Nov. 8 Awards Breakfast
December 14 YAM Flag Entries DUE

2015
March  Youth Art Month
March  26-28 NAEA Convention
   New Orleans
June 14  YAM Books DUE

2016 
March 17-19 NAEA Convention
   Chicago, IL

2017  NAEA Convention
   New York, NY

The VAEA  
News Magazine
is a publication of the Virginia 
Art Education Association, and 
is distributed to members three 
times a year:  January, May, and 
September.

Articles 
are submitted by the Executive 
Board and Extended Board 
members. Contact your Regionl 
President, Division Representative, 
or appropriate Affiliate Liaison 
to offer news or photographs for 
inclusion with their reports.

Contact 
Information 
for the extended board is found 
on  the inside back page.

Student Art 
work is welcome and may be 
submitted directly to 
Kathy Barclay, News Magazine  
Editor, at: newsletter@vaea.org

Vendors 
wishing to advertise should 
contact Peggy Wood, 
Executive Secretary, at 
peggy_wood@vaea.org

Submission 
Deadlines:
Winter Issue
Nov. 15 for January publication
Spring/Summer Issue
March 15 for May publication
Fall/Conference Issue
July 15 for September publication

Mission 
Statement:
To promote, support and 
advance visual arts education 
through leadership, professional 
development, research and 
service.
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President's Message
Maripat Hyatt

This summer I attended the NAEA’s very first 
“Artistry of Leadership” conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
where all 50 states were represented. Luckily for Virginia we 
had three representatives at this conference, Past President 
Scott Russell, Vice President Linda Conti and myself.  Prior to 
our arrival at the conference each of us took an evaluation to 
identify our “leadership traits.” The four categories spelled the 
word DiSC.  

See if you can identify your own leadership style:

D stands for Dominance - The priorities 
for dominance are getting immediate 
results, taking action, and challenging self 
and others. You are motivated by power 
and authority, competition, winning and 
success. You may fear loss of control, being 
taken advantage of, and vulnerability.  You will 
notice self-confidence, directness, forcefulness, and 
risk-taking.
 
i stands for Influence - The priorities for Influence are 
expressing enthusiasm, taking action, and encouraging 
collaboration.  The motivations for “I” are social recognition, 
group activities, and friendly relationships. Fears for “I” are 
social rejection, disapproval, loss of influence, and being 
ignored. You will notice charm, enthusiasm, sociability, 
optimism, and talkativeness.

S stands for Steadiness - The priorities are giving support, 
maintaining stability, and enjoying collaboration.  You are 
motivated by stable environments, sincere appreciation, 
cooperation, and opportunities to help.  You may fear loss of 
stability, change, loss of harmony and offending others. You will 
notice patience, team player, calm approach, good listener, and 
humility.

C stands for Conscientiousness, the priorities are ensuring 
accuracy, maintaining stability, and challenging assumptions. 
You are motivated by opportunities to use expertise or gain 
knowledge, and attention to quality. Fears for “C” are criticism, 
slipshod methods and being wrong. You will notice precision, 
analysis, skepticism, being reserved, and quiet. 

My trait was “Steadiness”, Scott’s “Conscientiousness” and 
Linda’s was “Influence”. The purpose of the evaluations was 
to help us discuss methods to work with other people who 
have different leadership styles from us.  We all have different 
skills and should learn to put together a team with a variety of 
strengths to ensure success of the organization. 

The conference opened with Dr. William Baker, author of 
Leading with Kindness and Every Leader is an Artist.  Baker 
spoke about the ways in which kindness is critical to effective 
leadership and how qualities for effective leadership are 

exemplified through artists.  
We also heard from Sandra 
Ruppert from the Arts 
Education Partnership who shared 6 effective Advocacy strategies.  
Cheri Sterman from Crayola shared the Crayola Champion 
Creatively Alive Children staff development program available free 
from Crayola.  We also discussed core Leadership Competencies 
with the team from StrategyArts - Ingrid Boucher, Elizabeth 
Guman and Jim Nuttle (a VCU graduate!)  The summit concluded 
with an inspiring talk about collaborative leadership from artist 
Juane Quick-to-See Smith and her son Neal Ambrose Smith.   
This was a fantastic conference. If you have an opportunity to 
attend a leadership conference put on by the NAEA I highly 
recommend it!

In addition to working on leadership strategies, we also had 
opportunities to enjoy the Sante Fe area.  We went into the plaza 
and saw the Spanish Market with all sorts of wonderful artworks; 
we visited the Georgia O’Keeffe museum; we went to the New 
Mexico Museum and the Contemporary American Indian 
museum and we took a walk up the hill to see the Cross of the 
Martyrs which gave us the best view of the city.

Your VAEA Board is working on many projects for your 
association; don’t hesitate to contact me with your thoughts.  
As usual the VAEA Conference planning took place over the 
summer and promises to offer excellent opportunities for 
professional development this fall.  Linda Conti, Sarah Mays 
and their committees have put together a schedule of events that 
should not be missed.  Be sure to read elsewhere in this newsletter 
or on our website about specifics. I look forward to seeing you at 
the conference.

Catherine Campbell (SC), Linda Conti (VA), 
Maripat Hyatt (VA), Meg Skow (SC), and 
Margaret Holt (LA)
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Conference 2014

Art Transforms
Linda Conti

Welcome back to another year of teaching art to your students!  
While it is always exciting to start a new school year, remember 
that it is also time to teach our colleagues at the annual VAEA 
conference.  Our conference theme is “ART TRANSFORMS”.  This 
year we will be in Richmond at the Hilton Doubletree Hotel.  We 
are fortunate to have VMFA hosting our Friday night activity, 
visiting the amazing “Forbidden City” exhibition.  This evening is 
not to be missed!  Transportation to the museum will be provided 
by Virginia Commonwealth University.  

Our special speaker will be Shane Pomajambo, head of “Art 
Whino” Gallery and coordinator of the Richmond Mural Project.  

There will be a bus tour of the Richmond murals.  We had a large 
number of excellent proposals for presentations, and the schedule 
is filled, ready for you to attend.  Look for classes that expand your 
knowledge, stretch you as an artist, or can be adapted for your 
students. Many VAEA members, especially the Central Region 
hosts, have worked hard throughout the summer to prepare an 
excellent conference experience for you.

Plan to visit the Artisan’s Gallery from 7 to 9 pm on Thursday 
evening.  VAEA members will be sharing their beautiful 
handmade art and offering it for sale.  This event is always 
popular, and has many unique shopping opportunities.  Look for 
the digital gallery of members’ art, as well as original student art 
from the Central Region.

Check to see that you are current with your NAEA membership, 
as this includes your VAEA membership as well.  Register for 
conference as early as possible to get the classes you want.  

Presenters are offered an opportunity to register early, so 
please take advantage of this benefit.  Some sessions will be 
ticketed due to limited classroom size, though you are always 
welcome if space is available.  Presenters charging a fee must 
keep copies of receipts for materials and file these with Peggy 
Wood at the conference for reimbursement.

I feel a need to repeat one of the messages from my March 
newsletter article.  As you book your room for the conference, 
please use the VAEA block to do so! VAEA funds all of its 
activities by revenue generated by the conference.  These 
funds support the work of the VAEA Board, Regional Boards, 
Virginia representation at the national level, and art advocacy 
to those in state and local government.  When you book your 
room at the hotel through the VAEA block, it helps us meet 
our goal of extending your membership dollars.  Filling our 
block of rooms enables us to keep conference fees lower, 
which benefits you as a member.  Booking through Travelocity 
or Expedia, you also forgo the free roommate option for 
VAEA.  Please book through VAEA at the hotel as it helps us 
all to promote art education.  

Images from the Richmond Mural Project 2013

ART TRANSFORMS

November 6-8
Richmond, VA
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Friday Night Adventure at the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
Generously Sponsored by the MeadWestvaco Foundation

By Twyla Kitts
 
What’s the plan for the evening? VAEA conference participants who opt for the ticketed 
Friday evening event, which runs from 6 to 8:45 pm on Nov. 7, will have several options 
during this fabulous evening.  Tickets for the evening event will be available when you 
preregister or you may purchase a ticket during the conference. If you are a member of the 
Virginia Museum you will receive a reduced rate.  Be sure to find your membership card 
with number before you register.
 
l Participants may visit the ground-breaking special exhibition Forbidden City: Imperial Treasures from the Palace Museum, 
Beijing (on view at VMFA from October 18, 2014 through January 11, 2015). One hundred tickets have been reserved for VAEA 
conference event participants at each of four timeslots: 6:30 pm, 7:00 pm, 7:30 pm, and 8:00 pm.
 
l Fine Arts & Flowers, a dazzling exhibition of floral designs inspired by VMFA masterworks will be on view throughout the 
museum’s galleries, which are open until 9 pm on Thursday and Friday evenings. Arranged by members from more than 75 Virginia 
garden clubs, these stunning flower arrangements feature nearly 8,000 blooms and greenery stems.
 
l  From 6 to 8:45 pm, VMFA’s Marble Hall will also offer a delectable catered reception—with two free “adult beverages” for VAEA 
conference evening event participants.
 
About the Forbidden City exhibition: The Palace Museum, the largest art museum in China and the largest palace in the world, is 
located in Beijing within the Forbidden City, the vast, enclave that served as the imperial palace and center of government from 1420 
until 1924. Visitors to the exhibition will discover this once-hidden world through nearly 200 rich and diverse objects associated 
with the 24 emperors of the Ming (1368–1644) and Qing (1644–1911) dynasties. Featured works include large portraits, costumes, 
furniture, court paintings, sculptures, and decorative objects made of bronze, lacquer, and jade. VMFA will also be the first American 
museum to use 3D printing technology to create a scaled model of the Forbidden City, including the 980 buildings located within 
the 180-acre World Heritage site. One model will be on display in the exhibition and another will be output during the exhibition in 
VMFA’s Atrium. 

Forbidden City: Imperial Treasures from the Palace Museum, Beijing  is organized by the Palace Museum and the Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts. The exhibition is curated by Li Jian, E. Rhodes and Leona B. 
Carpenter Curator of East Asian Art at VMFA.

What? You’re not a VMFA member? Join before registering for the fall 
conference and save on the Friday evening event ticket! Individual VMFA 
Teacher memberships cost only $45—and include:
l  Unlimited free admission for all ticketed special exhibitions 
l  Major exhibition previews
l  Free parking in the VMFA Parking Deck during museum hours and events
l  10% discount in the VMFA Shop, Amuse Restaurant, and Best Café  
l  Discounts on museum classes, workshops, programs, and performances
l  Subscription to myVMFA, the museum’s quarterly elegant magazine
l  Member-only travel opportunities

And—your contribution is fully tax deductible!  
http://vmfa.museum/membership/options/general-memberships/

Conference 2014

NAEA Book Store during the 
VAEA Richmond Conference

NAEA Publications has agreed to set up a 
mini version of their convention book store 
near conference registration. They are field-
testing “taking their act on the road” to 
state conferences.  You may actually touch 
and skim through candidates for your 
personal library avoiding the frustration 
of catalog blurb. AND you may have them 
shipped to your home or school. Win! Win!
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VAEA Fall Conference
 
              
    A Virtual Showcase of Educator Art 
Jennifer B. Hampton

Back by popular demand, the VAEA 2014 Fall Conference 
eGallery is an excellent means for “showing your stuff.” Show us 
how you “TRANSFORM” from Art Educator to Artist!
 
WHY participate?
l Share! You are multi-talented - amazing educators and amaz-
ing artists.
l Make some money! If you wish to have your piece available 
for sale, we will act as your
gallery agent.
l Exposure! Hundreds of attendees will view your work 
throughout the conference (including
before the Awards Breakfast) and even more patrons will be able 
to view it ONLINE after the
conference.
l More chances to win! For your submission(s), you will receive 
one extra vendor raffle ticket.
You will have more chances to win fabulous door prizes.

 Submission guidelines
You may submit up to three (3) pieces of your personal work. 
Please note your name, medium, size, date completed, NFS/FS 
price and your VAEA region in the email. Please submit your 
work to Jennifer Hampton (jbhampton@henrico.K12.va.us) 
by OCTOBER 1, 2014.
 
Here are the specs:
l Maximum file size: 3.0 MB per image
This means you need to save a copy of your images at a lower 
dpi. SAVE ONE COPY OF EACH IMAGE AT 300 dpi
l Maximum Image size:
Vertical images 530 (width) pixels x 780 (height) pixels (Por-
trait orientation) = 7.361 x 10.833 inches
Horizontal images 780 (width) pixels x 530 (height) pixels 
(Landscape orientation) = 10.833 x 7.361 inches
l Minimum Image size
Vertical images 480 (width) pixels x 480 (height) pixels (Por-
trait orientation) = 6.67 x 6.67 inches
Horizontal images 480 (width) pixels x 480 (height) pixels 
(Landscape orientation) = 6.67 x 6.67 inches

Please contact Jennifer Hampton if you have any questions.
jbhampton@henrico.K12.va.us 
We can’t wait to see what you share! 

Call for Artists

Have you found time in your busy schedule to make art or a 
clever craft you want to sell to your fellow art educators?  Join 
us Thursday night at the Fall Conference for the ever popular 
Artisans Gallery! Tables rent for $20 each and we’ll provide a 
sign with your name (and product if desired). Go to our website 
and fill out the online form to register.  If you have any questions, 
contact Kathy Barclay via email: newsletter@vaea.org.

No other professional education association
meets your needs as a professional art educator.

•	 YES,	VIRGINIA…the	VAEA	moves	the	annual	state	conference	to	a	
different region to enable art educators to utilize the unique attractions of 
each area and provide a variety of adventures and experiences. 

•	 THE	BOTTOM	LINE:	Can	you	afford	not to go? Where else will you 
find yourself in a seasonal “Art-I-Cane”? School has started you have just 
realized that your carefully sequenced lesson plans have a “blah” factor.  The 
conference is perfect for the person who does not have the luxury of brain 
storming with a colleague. Come experience the best ideas and lessons. Get 
sparked by other art educators. 

•	 THERE’S	NOTHING	THERE	FOR	ME	!	Give	back!	Acknowledge	your	
leadership skills and share your expertise with those less experienced in art 
education....present sessions! We know too well that a college degree is just 
the beginning. You are a treasure of information that should be shared. Get 
sparking!

•	 SHARE	EXPENSES	-	Transportation	-	Carpool…you’ll	have	more	fun	
talking and laughing with old and new friends than you would singing off 
key by yourself.  AND you all will  discuss / critique your favorite sessions 
and workshops on the way home.  Roommates - Divide the cost of the room 
rate and gasoline.

•	 TAKE	OWNERSHIP!		Map	out	the	your	sessions	and	workshops.	On	
site, enjoy the “aha” moment and take notes.  Consider co-presenting a 
presentation	for	next	year...to	start.		Magic	is	happening	out	there…share	
yours

•	 CHECKLIST:	Bring	a	sketch	book	for	notes	and	drawings,	energy	bars	and	
your own pillow!  Wear your comfy jeans, running shoes and dazzle us with 
your art inspired wardrobe. 

•	 Register	online	now!

eGallery

Arshaya, Gr.12, Art 5 Honors, Clover Hill HS. 
Art Educator: Donna Stables

Artisans Gallery
                               Kathy Barclay     
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Advocacy
In our May issue, I wrote about sharing stories from classrooms through websites and social media as an advocacy tool. As we begin 
a new school year, I’d like to share another tool I have been using in Albemarle County for the past four years to give students a voice 
in our artshows: artist statements. As a classroom teacher, you are privy to the journey upon which students travel when creating 
works of art. Uncovering thoughtful student perseverance through the creative problem-solving process, and having them 
communicate about it, can be a powerful advocacy tool.   

Including artist statements as an integral component of artshows didn’t happen overnight.  We began by talking as a team of art 
specialists about the need to uncover the process behind the final products (works of art) on display at our annual artshow.  Next, we 
came to consensus about the qualities of an effective artist statement. That first year all levels K-12 agreed to include a few statements 
with select artwork on our display panels -- the positive feedback from the public convinced us they were worth the extra effort they 
took to include.  After only four years, one of our division-wide artshows featured a printed program with photos of artwork and 
artist statements!  

What better way to convince you of the impact of artist statements than to include some along with beautiful artwork created by 
Albemarle County students (included with permission below).  I will ask you to first look at the artwork, then read the statements. 
Notice how the impact of the artwork is strengthened by the artist statements:  

Anna Kate, Grade 3, 
Stone-Robinson 
Elementary School
Title: The Rings of Hope
Medium: Oil Pastel

Artist Statement: 
“The movie Super Buddies 
inspired me because 
several rings made up a 
whole colony of hope for 
survival. I thought if I 
could take this movie to a 
different level I could turn 
it into the rings of hope 
instead of a whole big 
movie.”

Manuela, Grade 4, Cale 
Elementary School
Title: Cubist Portrait
Medium: Tempera

Artist Statement: 
“Pablo Picasso is an artist whose  
native language was Spanish, 
like my family and I. He lived 
in a very difficult period in his 
country Spain. He used his art 
to express his dissatisfaction 
with what was happening. He 
was one of the major exponents 
of cubism, a form of art. My 
work is not just a simple copy 
of his style; I did it as a special 
tribute to this character of the 
history of art that reminds me 
of the goodness of my Hispanic 
roots.”

Jessica, Grade 7, 
Henley Middle School  
Title: Landscape
Medium: Acrylic Paint on Canvas

Artist Statement:
“I chose to write about my painting 
because it is what I am most proud 
of. It also took me a very long time 
to finish this piece. I sketched the 
background, painted it, sketched some 
more, painted more, etc. When I 
finished painting, I put glaze on top of 
the paint. This painting was inspired 
by photographer Ansel Adams. I 
actually painted a portion of one of 
his photographic images. During this 
project I learned about contour lines 
and light and shadow. I challenged 
myself with this piece by sketching and 
sketching again, and then erasing and 
starting over with parts of the painting. 
If I were to do another piece like this, I 
would probably try using color.”

Artist Statements as Advocacy 
                                                          Cyndi Wells

Hannah, Grade 8, 
Walton Middle School
Title: n/a
Medium: Block Print

Artist Statement: 
“I made this piece not 
from the romantic 
point of view, but more 
of family love.  
This was more in 
dedication of my Dad 
who passed away 
when I seven. I was 
heartbroken. I decided 
not to use the more 
usual heart symbol for 
this project, but the 
actual human heart to 
represent that my love 
for my Dad is real and 
will never change, no 
matter what.”

Note: Several of these 
student art works can 
be found in full color in 
the Student Art Gallery 
(center spread) or on the 
back cover.
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Barbara Laws

When you receive this newsletter, we will once 
again be starting a new year and with that comes 
new opportunities to connect meaningfully 
with folks outside of our profession.  As you are 
planning your activities that bring in parents and 
the community and putting up art exhibitions, 
keep in mind that part of your advocacy and 
influencing of supporters and decision makers 
is to communicate clearly and briefly about the 
purposes of your program and the impact it has 
on students.  
It is also important to develop relationships with 
decision makers and potential supporters and 
the beginning of school is the perfect time to 
do it.  Think strategically about engaging these 
folks.  Have your “elevator” spiel prepared and 
look for opportunities to communicate it to 
your representatives, school board members and 
other stakeholders.  VAEA position statements, 
including guidelines for elementary and middle 
and high schools, are located on the VAEA 
website.  Additional position statements and 
resources are provided by NAEA at www.
arteducators.org.
As we move toward the winter, be aware that, 
although 2015 is a General Assembly short 
session year, some of the same topics, including 
the expansion of time allocated for physical 
activity, may be revisited.  Please be on the 
lookout for VAEA emails which will direct you 
to our website on which Virginia Coalition for 
Fine Arts Education information is also located.  
Now is the time to be developing a relationship 
with stakeholders so that if you need them you 

will be communicating with 
someone whom you know 
rather than asking a favor 
and introducing yourself at 
the same time.
Together we can make a 
difference for our students!

Policy Update

Nellie, Grade 10, 
Monticello High School
Title: n/a
Medium: Giclee

Artist Statement: 
“While walking around Carter 
Mountain, I noticed the way the 
afternoon sun was hitting everything 
on the mountain at an angle.  I got 
down low and used a wider aperture, 
both to get a shallow depth of field and 
to be able to use a fast shutter speed, 
which would keep the picture sharp.  I 
really like how the light shines through 
the leaf and slightly highlights the 
spider webs on the dead plant.”

Matthew, Grade 12, 
Albemarle High School  
Title: Identity Sculpture
Medium: Stoneware Cone 6

Artist Statement: 
“Clay gives me an outlet. 
I see clay not as just a 
material, but a piece of art 
waiting to be set free. I try 
to incorporate engineering 
into my pieces to push the 
limits of the clay. Being 
able to sit down and 
release a piece from clay 
in the most interesting and 
innovative way possible is 
what gives me such a love 
of clay.”

Now that you’ve read examples of artist statements from 
elementary, middle, and high school, I’m curious:  Do you 
have a deeper appreciation for the artwork, the artist, and the 
thoughtfulness behind the artwork included here?  Did any of 
the statements inspire you to pause and look more deeply at the 
work? Do you see how these statements are a form of advocacy?

Carving out time for students to pause, reflect, and write artist 
statements benefits everyone – students, parents, the community, 
and your program!  While it may not be easy to get started, I hope 
you have seen here it’s well worth the effort. As you start to try 
them out, please share some example artist statements with us 
at: advocacy@vaea.org.  I’d love to include some examples from 
around the state in my next article!

Malik, Gr. 12, Henrico 
Center for the Arts.
Art Educator: Mary Scurlock
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Regional      
   News

Southwest 
Melissa E. Humphrey

Central 
Sarah Mays

Blue Ridge Kelly Tuma

It seems summer is never long enough.  
Before you know it there are advertisements 
and commercials announcing 17¢ 
notebooks and buy one get one free pencil 
cases.  I have been taking advantage of 
all of it!  I look forward to the upcoming 
school year with excitement and wonder.  
I gaze upon my class lists and recognize 
some familiar names as well as new artists 
I’ve never met.  I actually always get a little 
nervous even after ten years of teaching.  
Eventually the nerves subside and the year 
gets into full swing.  There’s something 
refreshing about the new school year.

This summer has been both relaxing and 
busy.  Our SWVAEA Teachers Show July 
31- August 2 at the Taubman Museum 
of Art was a huge success.  It was a great 
honor to display so many wonderful pieces 
of art by local artists.  It was inspiring to see 
such talents from our very own SWVAEA 
members and to see what really matters to 
each artist.  Congratulations and thank you 
to everyone who displayed their work. A 
special thank you to The Taubman Museum 
of Art for the opportunity to display our 
work!  

It’s hard to believe that fall is just around 
the corner and most of us will be making 
our way to this year’s conference.   The 2014 
VAEA conference “Art Transforms” will be 
in Richmond VA, November 6th- 8th.  
As always, we are seeking more VAEA 
members!  Please feel free to contact 
me with any suggestions or questions at 
Mhumphrey@rcps.info.        

As you start this new school year, ask not what your BRRVAEA can do for you, 
but what you can do for BRRVAEA. There are different ways of getting involved: 
encouraging colleagues to become a member of the VAEA, suggesting a new or 
different activity for a regional workshop, or nominating a fellow member for 
teacher of the year.  

Not only does a new school year mean ordering supplies and setting up your 
art room, but also, some exciting activities for the BRRVAEA. We are electing 
a new Blue Ridge Region Board, thanks to the wonderful candidates who have 
volunteered to serve.  I still need nominations for the BRRVAEA teachers of the 
year; we have some awesome teachers in our area. Winners will be announced 
at the VAEA state conference in November. 

On Friday, October 24th from 9am - 4pm in Front Royal, we are planning a 
BRRVAEA Professional Development Day, we are hoping to create a couple of 
hands-on projects and make our pins for conference. More information will be 
available closer to the date.

The 2014 VAEA State Professional Development Conference will be held at 
the DoubleTree Hilton in Midlothian, VA on November 6-8, 2014! The theme 
this year is Art Transforms. I know with budget restrictions that many of you 
have new obstacles to overcome in order to attend. Please make the effort to be 
there. This is an important event for all of us and I hope you will plan to attend. 
This is the only state-wide venue that is designed exclusively for the art educator. 
Watch for notices about the Blue Ridge Region Party and the regional meeting.

As always, please feel free to contact me at ktuma@wcps.k12.va.us if you have 
any workshop ideas or if you are interested in becoming more involved with the 
VAEA. 

Summer feels like a distant memory!  
We hope you had a fantastic time full 
of rejuvenation and (hopefully) some 
relaxation.  Although summer is a 

needed time to recharge our batteries, it is a great feeling to go back to school and 
get back to work in our chosen profession.  

Every new school year, regardless of the years one has taught, is full of possibilities 
and new energy.  We hope you embrace the possibilities and have a productive 
school year!  Even when times get tough, always remember your importance as an 
art educator: 

“The arts humanize the curriculum while affirming the interconnectedness of all 
forms of knowing. They are a powerful means to improve general education. “
– Charles Fowler
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Tidewater 
 Jennifer McDuffie

Northern 
Virginia

Sarah E. Phillip

continued next page...

Welcome back to the school year!  I hope that your summer was relaxing and refreshing 
before being inundated with new students, curricula, and extra demands on your time.  Were 
you able to take classes, create in your studio, or float on the water for a while?  Summer 
offers an array of opportunities from spending time with family to earning more money.

I spend part of my summer teaching art camps, a wonderful way to try new materials and 
teach different ages of students.  We experimented with new (to me) glaze techniques like 

silk-screening and scratch designs.  Glass fusing camp was popular with skills learned in a Chesapeake Ceramics workshop at the 
VAEA conference two years ago.

This fall brings our pin-making workshop, hosted by Lois Peterson at Mosby Woods Elementary in Vienna, VA.  We also 
look forward to Andrew Watson teaching about turning STEM into STEAM. Look for details soon.  Feel free to contact me at 
nvaeanews@yahoo.com with suggestions for regional workshops- what would you like to learn or teach?

I hope to see you in Richmond for the Fall Conference.

The Tidewater Region has been working hard to bring our members
great workshops and events.  Our spring workshop this year was
put on by a team of presenters: Elizabeth Tumilty, Susan Owens,
Michele Barnes, Samantha Wegener, and Diane Rhoman-Moser.
The ladies shared the knowledge and expertise they gained while
doing graduate work on the fine art of encaustic. The demonstrations
were detailed and showed a wide variety of ways that this ancient
art process can be utilized.  There were several wax stations set up
for use and while we did blow a few fuses (the maintenance man
just loved us!) we managed NOT to burn down the art rooms at
Old Dominion University. The artwork created by the members
was fantastic and included realism, non-objective imagery,
expressionism, texture work, and embedded fabric. Thanks go out 
to Rick Nickel for arranging the space for us.

This August the TVAEA sponsored Beyond The Classroom, an art 
show at the Downing Gross Cultural Art Center in Newport News.  
The call went out to members and other working artists in the area 
so that we could have an impressive exhibition and encourage our 
teachers to use some of their summer time to make art of their 
own. The show ran through the month of August with an opening 
reception Saturday the 2nd from 4-6 pm. This type of event is a lot 
of work and the board really appreciates all of our members who 
volunteered and participated.  One of our newer members, Krista 
Hendricks did a beautiful graphic design for our invitation, flier 
and poster.

Elections are taking place and happily Tidewater has candidates for 
all our board positions.  It is with great regret that I must announce 
that I will not be running for President again this year.  I am no 
longer teaching full time and feel that the membership will be better 
served by professionals who are more into the mix of things.  I still 
hope to work with the board and continue to volunteer and present 
as I focus on opening my own studio.

Backtracking a bit, this past May, we had our annual 
Art Educator as Artist Exhibition at Crossroads Art 
Center. This is our second year at Crossroads and we 
are thrilled to work with such a professional venue.  
This year’s judge was the renowned Richmond artist, 
Matt Lively (http://mattlively.com/home.html).  Matt 
selected and presented awards to our following member 
artists on opening night:  1st place – Breaking the Surface 
by Melanie Kluender, 2nd place – Gathering Place by 
Ruth Palczynski, 3rd place – When the Baugh Breaks by 
Lindsey Hurlburt, and Honorable Mention – Inside the 
Box by Tiffany Floyd.  Congratulations to our winners 
and thank you to all or our members who participated.  
It was an exhibition showcasing immense artistic talent!  

CRVAEA is thrilled to be the host region of the 2014 
VAEA Conference.  Thank you to all of our members 
who have stepped up to the plate volunteering their 
time and expertise.  We know with your invaluable 
support and guidance this is going to be one awesome 
conference!  While attending the conference, please 
plan on attending our regional meeting where the 
newly elected CRVAEA officers will be introduced, art 
teacher nominations and awards will be revealed, and 
door prizes will be awarded. Thank you to those who 
submitted nominations for our outstanding regional art 
teachers.

We are continuing to communicate through e – News.  
If you are a new member or email needs updating (non 
– school emails works best), please sign up or update at:  
http://www.vaea.org/crlist.html If you have not done so 
already, please join the CRVAEA group Facebook page.  
We currently have 113 members and often post updates 
and contests.  

We look forward to seeing you at the VAEA Conference!

Central continued...
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Tidewater continued...

Many of us are presenting at the 
conference and are very excited 
about the trip to Richmond.  
The VAEA board has done an 
outstanding job of putting together 
workshops, events, and a theme 
that is contemporary and exciting. 
See you in there!

Photos from 
Tidewater Region 

Encaustic Workshop 
and Poster Design for 

the  TVAEA 
Member Art Exhibit.

           2015 Youth Art Month Flag Entry Form  

     The winning Virginia design will be made  
into a 3 x5’ flag and be displayed at the  
NAEA Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana.  
Winners will receive a large poster of their  
design, award, and a personal letter from  
the VA YAM Chair.  
!

Directions: Boldly and creatively use any 2D art supplies (crayons, markers, colored pencils, paint, pastels, etc.) to 
incorporate the YAM logo (above, left hand corner), and imagery to represent Virginia, Art and our theme “Art Builds 
Bridges.” Remember to think about your composition and craftsmanship. Design only in the rectangle (below, left corner).  !

Mail Entries (and SASE if you 
want them returned) to: 

Jess Beach 
550 Alwington Blvd. 
Warrenton, VA 20186 !
Postmarked by December 14th

!
Student Name________________________ !
Division  

o Elementary School 
o Middle School 
o High School 

Grade______ 
School _______________________________ !
School Address_______________________ 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ !
Art Teacher___________________________ !
VAEA Region 

o Northern  
o Blue Ridge 
o Central  
o Tidewater 
o Southwest 

County _______________________________

Look for 
this 

Official 
YAM 
FLAG 
Entry 

Form on 
the 

VAEA 
website!
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YAMYouth Art Month
 Jess Beach

Get ready to celebrate YAM!
Time to gear up for a great year! As you are creating your curriculum for this year, consider using Youth Art Month (YAM) to 
your benefit. YAM’s big finale does not come until the month of March, but you can utilize the other months to make it the best 
art celebration your school’s ever seen!
Use the checklist below to help you organize your YAM events for the 2014/15 year (also found on the VAEA website > 
Resources Tab> Youth Art Month).

In the 2014/15 school year, I look forward to working with you as you use YAM to promote art advocacy in your schools. Please 
join the YAM committee for the YAM Slam Session at the VAEA Conference, where we will slam great ideas on the table for all to 
see and share.  Come see how YAM is the tool you can use to spread excitement for art in your community!

While you are at the conference, use the YAM Flag Contest as your sub plan! It is a great way to accomplish it during the time 
frame. Go to the VAEA website for the official YAM Flag Entry Form.     Have a great year!

Early Fall

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

	Begin planning how to use the 2014/15 theme: “Art Builds Bridges”
	Set goals for your school/county (e.g. increase community involvement, create shows of student 

work, meet with local leaders like the Mayor, divide jobs for each art teacher in your county, etc.)
	Give students the YAM Flag Contest form to create designs for this year’s Virginia Flag (see 

VAEA website for official form)
	Attend the VAEA Conference and join us for the YAM Slam Session 

	Complete YAM Flag Entries
	YAM Flag Entries are due December 14th 

Mail to:   Jess Beach, 550 Alwington Blvd., Warrenton, VA 20186
	Begin contacting your local leaders and legislators (i.e. Mayor, Delegates, Superintendent, 

School Board Members, Principals, etc.) and ask them to sign the proclamation/endorsement 
	(see VAEA website for official form)
	Plan art shows by preparing student work, selecting space, and organizing ways of documenting 

through local media
	Promote events via hanging posters, sending invitations to VIP’s and sending press releases to all 

media
	IT’S HERE! Celebrate your art programs by shouting from the rooftops about YAM! Below are 

possible ways to celebrate:
               - Meet with leaders and legislators to get proclamation/endorsement
               - Hold shows of student work

- Students can produce materials (buttons, t-shirts, posters, balloons, etc.)
- Find a way to help your community through art (paint a mural, give artwork to hospital, etc.)
- Unite with your music programs and host a Arts Concert
- Create your own unique way of celebrating and share it with others!

	Send thank you notes to community members who participated in YAM
	Prepare to document your YAM events and materials in your county’s 2014/15 YAM Book
	Get the YAM Book Organization Template and YAM Book Grading Rubric off the VAEA 

website
	Divide each section of the book for art teachers in your county (easier than just one person 

putting it all together)
	Start putting the book together
	Books are due June 14th 

You can either digitally submit to  yam@vaea.org 
or Mail to:  Jess Beach, 550 Alwington Blvd, Warrenton, VA 20186

Date 
Completed
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Student Art GalleryManuela, Gr.4, Cale ES

Sam, Gr.10, Warren Co. HS: 
Allison Cusato

Jennifer, Clover Hill HS: Donna Stables

Leydy, Art 8, Brookland MS: 
Stephanie Bradley

Danielle, Gr. 12, Henrico 
CFA: Mary Scurlock
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Maddie, Nuckols Farm ES: 
Jennifer Hampton

Dashiya, Gr.4, Arthur 
Ashe ES: April Barlett

Aleyah, Gr.11, Art 3 Honors, 
Clover Hill HS: Donna Stables
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Anna Kate, Gr.3, Stone-Robinson

Seairra, Gr.8, 
Brookland MS: 
Ashley Fullerton

Matthew, Grade 12, Albemarle HS 

India,  Poe MS: Diana Fitzwater

Marvin, Art 8, 
Brookland MS: Stephanie Bradley

Chase, Goochland HS: Kim Bachmann

Glorionna, Gr.3, 
Oceanair ES:  Erin Waldner

Job, Gr.3, Oceanair ES: 
Erin Waldner

Bryan, Goochland HS:  Kim Bachmann

Corinna, Skyline HS: 
Cindy Redmon

Devon, Nuckols Farm ES: 
Jennifer Hampton
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Middle 
      Brent Tharp

Elementary 
      Richelle Hodge

Welcome back! Hopefully everyone has had a wonderful 
summer exploring museums, creating your own art, and 
spending quality time with family! Now that everyone is 
well rested, we are back to school. We’ll have new schedules, 
morning duty, lunch duty, afternoon duty, staff development, 
disciple programs and a variety of committees.  After all of 
these tasks, we finally get to teach Art!  Feeling overwhelmed 
yet?  Our jobs are getting more intense and more demanding 
as the years go by.  The great news is that we still find a way 
to stay positive and give 100 percent for our students!  It’s 
impossible to do it all alone.  This article will provide a few 
easy ideas to get others involved in your efforts to bring Art to 
life in your schools.

As elementary art teachers, it’s nice to share our creative vision 
by connecting with our staff, community and parents. For 
example, inviting parent volunteers into the art room allows 
them to see firsthand how art helps students to grow. Parents 
can also bring out their own creativity. This is an added 
benefit.  Another way we can connect with others is to create 
an art website or link to the school webpage.  This can help 
parents and staff to understand what is happening in the art 
room as we infuse content from other subject areas.  This is 
also a great tool for seeking donations of supplies and special 
help for events like Youth Art Month. 

If your school has a career day, please include people in 
art-related jobs. Take advantage of museums.  Use in-house 
resources and team up with the librarians or reading specialist 
to reinforce connections. Students can illustrate books. Make 
sure that your colleagues see the value of Art instruction.  
When displaying artwork, it’s essential to include objectives 
and the new information the students have learned during 

projects. 

These are just a 
few things that 
can be worked 
on every year as 
we grow in our 
careers. I would 
love to hear 
how you build 
bridges with your 
community!  To 
find out more, 
make sure you 
attend our VAEA 
conference in 
November. This 
is a great time of 
year to take an 
artistic break to 

Hello Everyone.  I hope that you have all had a nice, relaxing, and 
adventurous summer filled with those you love and the things 
you love.   Now that you have started settling in for the year I 
want you to take some time and make a list, either mental or 
physical, of the things that are working for your program, areas 
where you are finding challenges, and visions where you want 
to see your program grow.   Bring these with you to conference 
where we will have time to pool the collective thoughts from 
highly skilled art teachers from across the state.  

This year’s Conference is going to be in Richmond and the 
keynote will be Shane Pomajambo.  He is an incredibly 
passionate individual for the arts, highly values the education 
his artists received from teachers like you, and is a catalyst for 
regrowth in Richmond through the Richmond Mural Project.    
Having had the opportunity to volunteer and help with the first 
wave of this project I can tell you that Shane gets what you do, 
appreciates what you do, and will be great to hear speak.  You can 
get a preview if you visit his company page www.artwhino.com.   

If you would like to donate any of your fantastic art works for 
Divisional Meeting door prizes at conference, we would all be 
truly grateful.  If you would, send me an email at middle@vaea.
org to let me know, that would be great, but don’t feel that if you 
forget you can’t bring it to me 5 minutes before.  The more pieces 
the more love we get to share. 

Maggie, Gr. 6, The Hill School. Art Educator: Linda Conti

Nicholas, Gr. 4, The Hill School. 
Art Educator: Linda Conti

refresh ourselves!  You will experience great workshops and enjoy 
time to fellowship with others from every region of VA.  On 
Saturday morning, I will conduct a division meeting with great 
door prizes!  Attendees will discuss issues and find out about the 
wonderful things happening in your area. We will also discuss 
our newly revised National Visual Art Standards and how they 
will impact our present curriculum.  I hope to see you there!
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Division News
Kelley Shradley-Horst

Secondary

As the school year starts up again, we are all faced with certain 
challenges. For example; what lessons am I going to teach to 
engage my students, will I have enough supplies, what things will 
I change from last year, how am I going to effectively assess my 
students, and the list could go on and on. 

I think assessment is important, and have always included that as 
a part of my lessons.  I mostly use rubrics and written critiques 
so that students are learning from their projects and thinking 
about what they are making and why they are making them. But 
recently with the change of school policy I have had to 
really examine what I teach and how I am measuring 
the successfulness of my teaching.  Each year for the 
past 3 years, my colleague and I have had to sit down 
and create SMART goals with pre-assessment and post-
assessment and measurable goals.  The key is data, data, 
data; not really my cup of tea or the reason I became a 
teacher, but I am always up for a new challenge. 

The first year that my colleague and I wrote SMART 
goals we decided the main measurable objective of 
our art 1 class could be narrowed down to drawing 
skills.  So we had our students draw a still life for the 
pre-assessment and then graded it on a very extensive 
20 point, 20 category rubric.  It was long and extremely 
stressful to do for all of our students and for us.  Then at 
the end of the year we had another smaller still life and 
graded it on the same ridiculously long rubric.  There 
were many issues with this, but one was after having a 
semester of projects that encouraged students to express 
themselves and think about big ideas and themes, 
ending with a still life was anticlimactic for most 
students and they did not try very hard.  Another issue 
is that this assessment stressed only a small part of what 
I strive to teach in my classes.  I show them different 
techniques, tricks, and design elements, but overall I ask 
students to express themselves, be reflective, and try; 
it is not just about the technical skill. So the next year, 
because of the time it took to grade and because it did 
not measure what we wanted to measure, our goal and 
assessment changed.  

So next for art 1 we created a pre/post assessment test with one 
question based on each of the elements of art.  The grading was 
much quicker, some questions were multiple choice and some 
were drawing based with a clear rubric, so it was not subjective.  
While this test focused on the elements of art for art 1, it still did 
not include the expressive or creative side of the class, but because 
it did not take as long for the student to take, or for us to grade, 
in the end we were ok with what it was.   Overall the students 
tried to do well because it was 7 questions and we could make it 
a part of the final at the end of the class.  Upon reflection, I like 

this form of assessment better, but still wonder if it is really 
measuring what I should be teaching.  Is it possible to create an 
assessment that measures non- subjectively how well a student 
can problem solve, or think creatively? 

The way my colleague and I have come to cope with this issue 
is that there are basic skills that we teach in the classroom 
and they are truly measurable so that is what we are going to 
measure, and thereby our school has data on our classes.  We 
teach more than just the elements and principles of design, but 
they are a good starting point. 

This summer we spent some time re- writing our art 1 
curriculum with a goal of focusing more on creativity and  
personal reflection.  This is the direction that I would like 

my classes to move 
towards and the real 
goal of my classroom, 
but when it comes 
to SMART goals it is 
often left out because 
I am un-sure how to 
effectively measure 
creative and reflective 
growth in a way 
that can clearly be 
communicated to 
administrators.  

I have talked with 
other art teachers 
about this and have 
found that many 
others have a similar 
internal struggle 
with what they are 
asked to assess in 
order to measure 
the success of their 
teaching and what is 
really being taught.  
As a community of 
professionals, I would 
like to open up the 
conversation so that 

we can all grow and hopefully learn something from our peers.  
Please post comments, articles, or other resources on Twitter 
using #vaeasecondaryarted.  If you do not use Twitter, not to 
worry, please email me at secondary@vaea.org and I will post 
the comments, articles, or resources for you. 

The goal of starting this Twitter feed is for the community of 
professionals and life long learners connected by the VAEA 
to be able to learn and grow together.  Many of our colleagues 
need resources, so why not look to each other to create a 
stronger online community.  I hope everyone has a great start 
to your school year!

Arshaya, Gr.12, Art 5 Honors, Clover Hill HS. 
Art Educator: Donna Stables
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Higher Education  

Greetings from the James Madison University Art Education 
Center! This will be a very exciting fall for the JMU art 
education program, so my co-author Dr. Kathy Schwartz and 
I will concentrate this article on one exciting event of the JMU 
program with two unveilings. After 13 years of dreaming big, 
Kathy Schwartz, Bill Wightman, Karin Tollefson-Hall, and 
Roger Tomhave are pleased to announce that the JMU Art 
Education Center of Studio Art, Design, and Art History will 
be celebrating the move to the newly renovated Duke Hall Art 
Education Center with a Homecoming to Duke Hall scheduled 
for Saturday, November 1, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. as 
part of JMU Homecoming weekend. We are very excited 
about bringing in alumni presenters and guests to remember 
the history of JMU’s art education program, celebrate this 
reopening, and look to the future for our role in the training 
of art teachers in Virginia, as well as providing master’s degree 
programs for inservice teachers. Go to our Homecoming page 
to see what this event is all about and to register if you plan to 
attend. 
 
Kathy Schwartz has been collecting articles and titles for a 
new JMU publication, Art Educators on Art Education: JMU 
Art Education Lectures, 2000-2014. This publication will be 
launched during the grand opening, and used for many years 
as a featured text in our art teacher preparation programs. 
The contributing authors to this publication are the esteemed, 
invited guests who have lectured on art education topics 
as a part of JMU’s Dorothy Liskey Wampler Distinguished 

Art Professorship series. 
Each academic year the 
endowed Wampler brings 
to campus a varied program 
of distinguished visiting 
artists, scholars, and critics. 
I think you will agree that 
the authors and topics 
listed below will make 
this publication useful far 
beyond the walls of JMU.
 
Authors List and 
Titles 
Recognizing Historical 
Contributions 
lWesley D. Greer
Five Ideas from Five 
Decades
lMarilyn Stewart
Images, Ideas, and Teaching 
Art for the Long Run

“Dr. Nancy Lampert passed away peacefully on Aug 
12, 2014, following a long battle with cancer. Nancy’s 
greatest joy in life came from her family, friends, and 
the privilege of being a faculty member of Virginia 
Commonwealth University’s Department of Art Educa-
tion. In her personal life, Nancy was first and foremost 
a loving mother and wife, an accomplished artist, and 
enjoyed gardening, reading, movies, and travel. Her 
professional life encompassed a love of teaching, and 
was benchmarked with many accomplishments, includ-
ing achieving the rank of tenured Associate Professor 
in the Art Education Department of VCU. Her work on 
critical thinking was recognized internationally and she 
championed the cause of “Kindness in the Classroom” 
by instilling these principles to her students. Her pres-
ence will be forever missed; but her gift of love, caring, 
and kindness will never be forgotten. Nancy is survived 
by her husband Chuck, two sons Joshua and Jesse (Jin-
gyi Zhou), her father Sylvester, and her sister Liz (Tom 
Drahman). A scholarship fund for the VCU School of 
the Arts has been established in her name; and for those 
who wish, the family requests that tax deductible dona-
tions be made in lieu of flowers. Donations can be made 
via VCU’s website at https://www.support.vcu.edu/give/
arts by selecting the” Nancy Lampert Scholarship” from 
the first drop‐down menu ; or by check issued to the 
VCU Foundation ‐The Dr. Nancy A. Lampert Scholar-
ship, P.O. Box 842039, Richmond, VA. 23284”

Nancy received the VAEA Service Award in 2012 and 
the VAEA Higher Education Art Educator of the Year 
Award in 2013. Nominator and colleague Pamela G. 
Taylor writes, “Nancy was such a rising star in art 
education research, a loved and influential professor, 
and a dedicated arts advocate. One of her most 
shining moments was presenting her highly notable 
critical thinking research at the Pompidou Center in 
Paris. We were all so excited and proud for her as we 
imagined and planned to “take on the world.” Nancy’s 
was a gentle strength that sustained us all throughout 
her illness. It is comforting to know that her generous 
spirit will live on through the implications of her final 
scholarly research—that we live, teach, and work 
toward kindness for each other and ourselves. Nancy 
was a dear friend and she will be so sorely missed.”

In Memory 
of a dear 
friend...
Dr. Nancy 
Lampert

Allyson, Skyline HS, Front Royal. 
Art Educator:  Cindy Redmon

Katherine A. Schwartz, Ph.D 
    and Roger D. Tomhave, Ph.D
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Division News

Discovering Contemporary Connections
lPaul Duncum

Mass Media Arts and Visual Culture Education
lOlivia Gude

Reflections on New School Art Styles: The 
Project of Art Education  

lMelody Kennedy Milbrandt and Lanny Milbrandt
Nurturing Creativity in the 21st Century
Laying a Foundation with Clarity and Focus

lPamela G. Taylor
Interactive Computer Hypertext, Digital Media, 
and Music Video in Art Education

Interpreting Museum and Gallery Experiences
lDavid E. Burton

Exhibiting Children’s Art 
lB. Stephen Carpenter II

Artworks, Curricula, and the Curatorial 
Process: Educational Experiences as Interpretive 
Possibilities

lStephanie Danker
Creating Shared Vision between University Art 
Galleries and Art Education Programs

lCarole K. Henry
The Museum Experience as an Interactive and 
Interpretive Event

lRenee Sandell
Using Form+Theme+Context (FTC) for 
Rebalancing 21st-Century Art Education 
Studies in Art Education. 2009, 50(3), 287-299.

Inspiring Research-Based Art Education Programs and 
Assessments 

lKatherine Schwartz
Preparing Highly Qualified Art Educators  
Among Highly Creative Artists, Designers, and 
Art Historians

lKarin Tollefson-Hall    
Learning to Research and Researching to Learn: 
Beginning Teacher Inquiry

lRoger D. Tomhave
No Child Left Behind and the Visual Arts in 2014: 
the Predictions of Dr. Laura Chapman

lWilliam Wightman 
Assessing Growth and Learning in Pre-service 
Students

 
In addition to the articles, a selection of thesis abstracts from 
MA graduates will be included.  
 
We are very excited about this publication and its unveiling 
as a part of our Homecoming event. Welcome home to Duke 
Hall. We look forward to your visit.

Emily, Gr.12, 
Varina HS, 
Henrico.
Art Educator: 
Dawn Vass-
Schwartz

Anthony, Prince George HS.  Art Educator: Tonya Mahaffey

Tommy, Gr.12, Clover Hill HS. Art Educator: Donna Stables
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    Mike Kalafatis

Supervision & Administration

Art Advocacy Through Our Programs
Being in an art classroom feels like home to many of us. As 
Administrators, Supervisors and Specialists we are given 
the opportunity to represent our divisions and it’s our 
responsibility to take the message of arts advocacy to not only 
students, but communities as well. 

Many of our programs already host art shows at local galleries, 
museums, banks, malls, libraries and restaurants. Schools and 
entire divisions reach out to families through digital galleries, 
Artsonia, Twitter, Instagram and Facebook. Administrative 
leaders in both large and small districts struggle to find 
innovative ways in which we can bring together an entire 
school division in a personal, engaging format. 

Over the years many of us have wondered how we could best 
reach the maximum number of students and community 
members. This past spring Henrico County hosted our first 
ever A.R.T.S- Artists, Residents, Teachers and Students 
Festival. The two day event was a beginning for our 
community. For almost two decades we had been hosting 
countywide art displays in indoor malls that were gaining 
less and less foot traffic. For years we had been observing the 
successful Richmond City Carytown Art Walk, along with 
Chesterfield, Hanover and Louisa’s hosting of large, successful 
countywide displays in their schools. Through the A.R.T.S. 
festival, Henrico has 
now captured some of 
this same energy.

What we hope to do 
in the future is invite 
not only students, 
and their parents- but 
residents, and local 
artists working in 
our area as well. We 
will combine our 
art displays, school 
music programs, and 
drama presentations 
into an ever-changing 
festival that rotates 
to a different high 
school each year, 
transforming the space 
into a community 
festival that promotes 
all facets of the arts. 
In years to come I’d 
like to see us grow into 
having guest speakers and workshops offered to students and 
community participants. 

VAEA Conference
It is an exciting time to be living in the state capital. There has 
been a citywide cultural renaissance since VCU grew and their 
Art Department gained National and International acclaim. 
The gentrification and cultural appreciation that has been going 
on in neighborhoods like Jackson Ward, Church Hill, and the 
Fan have recharged a city that once rejected the idea of having a 
monument designed by Salvador Dali. 

Many of you coming to the VAEA conference who haven’t been 
to the capital in years will see a city reborn from the past and 
reenergized for a brighter future. The VMFA, First Fridays Art 
walk, the Visual Arts Center and programs like the Richmond 
Mural Project have added color to a city that is bursting with 
community fervor and spirit. 

Shared Session
This fall’s conference 
will be a showcase of the 
transformation that has taken 
place around the city and 
the growth of surrounding 
counties from across the 
commonwealth. One exciting 
change on Saturday will be 
the combining of our annual 
Administration/ Supervision 
meet and greet, and Higher 
Education’s NAEA Student 
Chapter lesson share session. 
During Saturday morning’s 
session each division 
supervisor will summarize 
their school system, the 
application process, interview 
tips, and answer burning 
questions. Afterwards 
students from VCU, JMU, 
GMU and other universities 
will highlight lesson plans and 
knowledge skills they have 

begun to use in the classroom. We are very excited to combine forces 
with Higher Education to create the ultimate networking session. 

AustinGr. 12, Varina HS, Henrico. Art Educator: Dawn Vass-Schwartz

Anthony, Prince George HS.  Art Educator: Tonya Mahaffey
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Division News

continued next page...

Museum Education  
Hillary Hardison

Making the case for Museum Field Trips
As we transition into fall, our thoughts turn to back to school 
and the array of school related programming in our museums.  
School field trips are a big part of that equation.  Many museum 
educators and school teachers have noticed a decline in school 
field trips over the last few years. As art educators we understand 
the value of these object-based learning experiences and their 
impact on cross-disciplinary learning.  

Century creative thinking skills students need to thrive in an 
ever changing world.  
You can find the full article here:  http://educationnext.org/the-
educational-value-of-field-trips/
Recently, the Kress Foundation gave an award to NAEA and 
the Association of Art Museum Directors supporting a ground 
breaking study to research and document the benefits of this 
unique type of learning.  These studies and more like it are 
exactly what are needed to build the data and quantitative 
evidence to support and provide more access to these culturally 

enriching field trips for all students!
Here are a few exhibit highlights to assist 
you in planning your fall field trips.  I look 
forward to connecting with you at the 
conference!

MOCA
Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art

matthew brandt sticky/dusty/wet
SEPTEMBER 11 - DECEMBER 28, 2014
MATTHEW BRANDT Sticky/Dusty/Wet 
was organized by the Columbus Museum of 
Art, Ohio and is Brandt’s first one-person 
museum exhibition. Brandt is a Los Angeles-
based artist who received his BFA from 
Cooper Union and MFA from UCLA. He 
has been the focus of critical attention for 
his bold, often playful experiments with 
photographic process into which he embeds 
unexpected elements from the real world 
– bubblegum, Kool-Aid, honeybees, dust, 
and water.  In bringing such materials into 
his practice Brandt pushes photography’s 
boundaries and suggests a new lexicon for 
the medium. 

Taubman Museum of Art
Beg, Borrow and Steal from the Rubell Family Collection, 
Miami 
Saturday, October 11, 2014 - Saturday, January 10, 2015
Beg, Borrow and Steal from the Rubell Family Collection, 
Miami presents paintings, sculptures, photographs, videos 
and installations by world renowned artists from the Rubell 
Family Collection in Miami, Florida. In 2005, Don and Mera 
Rubell, legendary collectors and founders of the Rubell Family 
Collection, had a series of conversations with artists about the 
nature of appropriation and mentorship in their work as a way 
to honor past generations of artists. This exhibition was borne 
out of those conversations, and its title comes from a quote 
attributed to Picasso: “Good artists borrow, great artists steal.” 
While the question of artistic influence may not be new, what 

Jessica, Grade 7, Henley MS, Albemarle Public Schools. 
Read her Artist’s Statement on pg.8

In an era of decreased funding and tight budgets it is often a 
challenge for schools and administrators to make the case for 
maintaining culturally enriching field trips.  A recent study by 
the University of Arkansas and the Crystal Bridges Museum 
of American Art documents the substantial benefits of these 
enriching learning opportunities for all students; particularly 
those from less-advantaged backgrounds.  
Students who received the art museum field trip in the study 
showed measured improvement in their critical thinking, 
historical empathy, tolerance, cultural awareness, and sensitivity 
skills.  The students were able to remember important details 
about what they saw and discussed.  The detailed and focused 
visual thinking skills students use while observing and discussing 
an artwork play an important role in the development of the 21st 
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Retired Art Educators
Carla Jaranson

Hello to my fellow retired Art Educators.  We may be 
officially “retired” from our full time teaching jobs, but 
we do manage to keep busy.  Many friends share that they 
don’t know how they managed to work full time before 
retiring with all the things that are piled into each day of 
“retirement”.  We should just say that we have now moved 
on to a new chapter of active involvement not retirement 
(which has the image of doing very little and retiring from 
the real world).

With all of the experience that retirees have to offer, we 
should create a VAEA list of retired art educators and artists 
for schools to access when looking for art experiences.  
Please send your information to me if you would like your 
name added to this list. Who would be willing to travel (and 
how far) to a school or county to share their expertise? Who 
would be willing to be an artist in residence and for how 
long? Who likes to demonstrate their special art skills to 
students (what levels) or other art teachers? Who is willing 
to teach a workshop? Who likes to mentor a beginning art 
teacher? We are teachers because that is what we love to do.  
Please contact Carla Jaranson to add your name and skills 
to an “Art Speakers Bureau” list.

I sent out a late email requesting updates from our retirees.  
Here are three replies.

Flavius Hall is enjoying his retirement since 2003 from Prince 
William County Schools. His love of teaching is still often
active when he participates in Alexandria School System’s
Intersession classes as well as teaching various workshops
in the Northern Virginia area. He has been creative in
writing several family stories which have been published
and available on his website. His latest books are “Sins I
Had to Avoid - A Candid Look in Growing Up in the South
in the 1950s and 1960s” and “Judy and Mabel in New York
City.” Along with writing Flavius has become a snowbird
spending his winters in Key West and Ft. Launderdale,
Florida. His motto in retirement has been “The Somedays
are Now - TODAY.”  Visit his website and check out his
creative adventures both in his writings and visual arts - 
www.flaviushall.com  

Hannah Holland shares her news. The Windsor C. C. 
Church’s adult “Life Long Learning” summer art classes 
began in July. This session is the time school teachers can join 
the classes which consist of very senior, retired people. I am 
excited with the progress the adults are making and the fun 
they seem to have developing they own style. We begin with 
one idea and when I let them complete the project their own 
way it is not easy to tell they all began with the same lesson. 
They amaze me that they do homework that is not assigned; 
they practice, wanting to master each skill. Their interests 
range from A to Z. A group of their paintings is in a bi weekly 
display.  The community seems to be amazed.  

Lynn Conyers reports that she taught a 3-day Raku workshop 
for the Blue Ridge Region VAEA in addition to a Summer Art 
Camp in Ceramics for kids 6 - 16 from July 21 - 25.  Students 
learned hand building and wheel throwing techniques. 
August 8, 15,16 she co-taught a Raku workshop at Clifton 
Forge School of the Arts. She will be having a one artist 
exhibition at Shenandoah Valley Art Center the Month of 
November featuring her ceramic pieces. 

As for me, Carla Jaranson, I have ventured into a new area.  
My church is raising funds to support a free school and 
clinic in Haiti.  Members are making paper beads of many 
shapes and sizes from colorful papers – tissue and cereal 

Molly, 
Poe MS, 
Fairfax. 
Art 
Educator: 
Diana 
Fitzwater

artists choose to borrow, appropriate or steal, and from 
whom, is distinct in that it becomes a reflection of their 
own time and culture. Beg, Borrow and Steal presents a 
selection from artists whose work incorporates qualities of 
the artistic legacies of their predecessors who lived before 
them. 

VMFA
Forbidden City: Imperial Treasures from the Palace 
Museum, Beijing
OCTOBER 18, 2014 – JANUARY 11, 2015
Drawn from the collection of the Palace Museum in 
Beijing, Forbidden City will offer visitors a unique journey 
through a palace once forbidden to the general public, 
and provide a glimpse into this hidden world through 
rich and diverse objects from the Ming (1368–1644) and 
Qing (1644–1911) dynasties. Featured works include large 
portraits, costumes, furniture, court paintings, religious 
sculptures, and fine decorative arts such as bronzes, lacquer 
ware, and jade. This exhibition explores the significant 
roles of imperial rituals, court painting, imperial family 
life, and religion in the Forbidden City.
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Anakim, Poe MS, Fairfax. 
Art Educator: Diana Fitzwater

boxes, calendars and scrapbook paper and even posters.  The 
paper beads are then supplemented with other beads to create 
necklaces, earrings and bracelets.  The jewelry is sold and the 
proceeds go to the Haiti project.  My painting has been focusing 
on horses lately with efforts to create these beautiful creatures in 
very active poses using simple ink brush strokes on rice paper.

I hope that many of you will be attending the VAEA Conference 
in Richmond in November.  I will be there and wish to meet with 
you to discuss ways that we can continue to share our talents of 
education and art.  If you cannot attend, please send your ideas to 
me as well as your current adventures.

Please contact me if you have not received my emails.  I have several 
incorrect email addresses.  Please use carlajean8@gmail.com.

Research &Curriculum
Pamela G. Taylor

As the new school year begins, I am tempted to say that I 
hope everyone had a wonderfully inspiring summer. But, 
the fact is I actually know what many of you did during 
the summer because of what you posted on Facebook! 
Whether you love it, hate it, or are oblivious to the social 
networking phenomena, we can’t get away from the fact 
that it greatly affects our views of each other and the 
world. I, for one feel very privileged to have such informed 
art educator Facebook friends who enlighten my days with 
art, quirky tales, fabulous research, and interesting new 
projects and media. I share a few stories with you in this 
column as examples of the ways that social media may 
provide exciting avenues and tools for research.

It seems that every day is a new learning adventure with 
Facebook  friend and Senior Coordinator, Art in Norfolk 
Public Schools, Dr. Barbara Laws. Recently she shared 
an important article entitled “Study Finds Making Art 
May Keep Our Brains Healthy” (Mallonee, 2014).  
Basically, the study involved retiree between the ages of 
62 and 70 in Germany. Half of the participants worked 
in hand-on art classes and the other half took an art 
appreciation course.  The results of the study (determined 
by comparing brain scans) suggested that there was a 
better psychological resilience resulting from research 
participants who experienced drawing and painting. 
Scientists speculate that because MRI scans revealed 
improved effective interaction among regions of the brains 
of the art-experiencing group that such experiences might 
reverse or stop atrophy of brain activity/connectivity. 

Both the author and the scientists warned that this was a very 
small study and much more research is needed before grand 
claims can be made. The point, of course is the possibility and 
indeed, the validation of what we all so strongly work toward 
and believe.

Although Law’s Facebook  postings are always supportive of 
art and art education, some times they cause me to pause 
and critically reflect. Such was the case in her sharing of an 
Education Week article “Study: Too Many Structured Activities 
May Hinder Children’s Executive Functioning” (Wexler, 2014). 
Clearly, most art educators would agree that students make 
decisions for themselves when making art. So, this report by 
psychologists at the University of Colorado and the University 
of Denver who studied 70 six-year olds will probably be no 
surprise. The children who spent more time in less-structured 
activities had more highly-developed self-directed executive 
function. Important to our critical understanding of this 
study is the question, what exactly do the researchers mean 
by self-directed executive function and less-structured 
activity? The researchers described self-directed executive 
function as including “any mental processes that help us work 
toward achieving goals—like planning, decision making, 
manipulating information, switching between tasks, and 
inhibiting unwanted thoughts and feelings” (para. 3). A less-
structured activity involves the child in “deciding what to 
do and figuring out how to do it” (para. 4). Understandably 
due to such art class issues as tight schedules, classroom 

continued next page...

Affiliates 
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size and design, and complexity regarding preparation and 
clean up of materials and media, the idea of including or even 
fathoming meaningful student choice in our teaching plans 
is overwhelming if not a bit outrageous. Choice-based, task 
cards, media and idea centers/stations, student ownership in 
classroom design, student-designed exhibition, and student-
initiated inquiry/curricula, are a few research-based approaches 
to teaching and learning with less-structured and self-directed 
executive functioning in mind.

Another inspiring Facebook  friend is University of British 
Columbia Professor Emeritus Dr. Kit Grauer. Dr. Grauer 
recently retired and she fills her Facebook  pages with travels, 
her families’ personal art, as well as research about art and 
artists. Two particularly interesting articles posted—“10 
Famous Artists’ Stunning Studios” (Cottrell, 2014) and “Step 
inside Louise Bourgeois’ home (Wroe, 2013) uncover those 
highly personal and revealing working and thinking spaces 
that I’ve only imagined, including such artists as Bourgeois, de 
Kooning, and Cezanne. Some spaces were predictably scattered 
and others seemed surprisingly sterile. I’m not sure if it was 
because of my idealized summer attitude or rested optimism, 
but I imagined that my students would see in these images the 
spiritual light and creative presence somehow left among the 
walls and objects in these studio rooms. What research would 

the images of these studios inspire? What questions would 
they compel students to ask?  Even more questions would 
probably be compelled by Dr. Grauer’s Facebook  posting “12 
Famous Artists On How Art Can Transform And Inspire 
Your Life” (Brooks, 2014). Featuring artists from the PBS’s 
series ART21, this article summarizes their ideas about art’s 
capacity for affecting social change, deconstructing history, 
and experimenting with the ways we engage with the world 
around us. Equally exciting possibilities for research and in 
particular art-based research may come from Dr. Grauer’s 
posting  “Artist recreates his own childhood drawings 20+ years 
later” (boredpanda, 2014). I am sure you will formulate some 
wonderful ideas when you see these images. All web addresses 
for these sites are listed in the references at the end of this 
column.

Engaging with Facebook  may provide you with a wealth 
of possibilities for research and curriculum. My friends’ 
postings alone are vast and may include such topics as: crafts 
(Maripat Hyatt), Renaissance artists vs. Teenage Mutant Ninga 
Turtles in Epic Rap Battles of History (Scott Russell), RVA 
Lightman (Mike Gettings), art exhibitions (Kathy Barclay, 
Stephanie Wirt), student exhibitions (Linda Conti), NAEA 
(Pat Franklin), art supplies (Meredith Ose), professional 
development (Renee Sandell), advocacy (Peggy Wood), and 
art history (Lee Sanstead). VAEA and NAEA have Facebook  
pages that are filled with information. Like them and you 
will receive constant and current updates. Several NAEA 
affiliates and groups such as the Women’s Caucus and Teachers 
for Social Justice along with the New Art School have very 
informative pages. It is easy to create a group or page to share 
and update information and research.

Other interesting aspects of Facebook  are the possible built 
in applications such a data visualization of friends and 
connections through mapping and touchgraph, games, news 
feeds, events, gifts, music and more. Facebook  is just one 
of many social networking sites and applications that have 
research potential. Granted, there can be misuse and there 
may be information that is not appropriate for professional 
audiences or what we may view as research. However, I would 
suggest that we as teachers look both critically and openly. How 
can they help us learn from each other? Share serious ideas and 
get to know each other? How can research be a part of what we 
do socially in addition to professionally or academically? What 
if research was part of what we, as teachers and human beings 
do every day? Think about it and let me know at pgtaylor@vcu.edu.

P.S.  Just as I submitted this column, two especially interesting 
Facebook  friends’ postings came my way. A listing of “Best 
Facebook Groups for Art Teachers” (Baisley, 2014) was posted 
by assistant professor at the University of North Georgia, Chris 
Dockery. VAEA newsletter editor Kathy Barclay shared a 
photo of a student with a linoleum printed tattoo. A very cool 
idea shared with her by Jennifer Chmelensky, formerly from 
Virginia and now a high school teacher in Germany!

Virginia AEA Newsletter Fall 2014.indd   1 6/26/14   9:59 AM

Research & Curriculum continued...
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Meet the New Arts In Education Coordinator, 
Casey Polczynski

The Virginia Commission for the Arts welcomes Dr. Casey Polc-
zynski as our new Arts in Education program coordinator. Casey 
comes to the Commission from the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Art where she served this past year as an adjunct faculty member 
and an educational assistant. From 2011-2013, Casey was the 
Program Coordinator / Educator for the ArtSmarts program with 
Richmond City schools and the Museum. She was the fine arts 
subject leader at the Ras Al Khaimah English Speaking School 
in the United Arab Emirates from 2009-2011 where she helped 
develop and manage their arts program. Casey received her doc-
torate in Education in 2013. She is a trained arts educator with 

Jennifer Davis Chmelensky of VA, 
now teaching in Germany, shows 
off a creative use of block printing.

extensive experience in both the public and private K-12 school 
systems here and abroad. She has mentored student teach-
ers at Virginia Commonwealth University and has used her 
considerable administrative and organizational skills to develop 
state and national arts conference sessions and to lead several 
presentations herself.
Trained as a studio artist, Casey is s stone carver; she views her 
carving as “a personal metaphor for life in reducing forms to 
their essence and innate beauty”. She recently joined a schola 
at her church to learn Gregorian notation and says she was 
“attracted by the collaborative nature” of Gregorian chant. 
Casey will assume the leadership for the Commission’s Arts in 
Education grants program and will manage the NEA Poetry 
Out Loud program throughout Virginia. She will develop and 
organize special workshops and programs to expand arts edu-
cation opportunities from pre-K to college level.
“Casey’s substantial network of arts educators and adminis-
trators, college faculty and students, and museum program 
directors will be a tremendous asset to us at the Virginia Com-
mission for the Arts as we expand and enhance our current 
programs” said Executive Director Margaret Vanderhye. “She is 
a great fit for the talented, dedicated, and collaborative staff we 
have here at the Commission.”
As of July 21st, Casey can be reached at 804-225-3132 or casey.
polczynski@vca.virginia.gov.
The Virginia Commission for the Arts supports the arts 
through funding from the Virginia General Assembly and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. The Commission distributes 
grant awards to artists, arts and other not-for-profit organiza-
tions, education-
al institutions, 
educators and 
local govern-
ments and pro-
vides technical 
assistance in arts 
management.
 
For further in-
formation about 
the Virginia 
Commission for 
the Arts and its 
programs, con-
tact the Virginia 
Commission 
for the Arts, 
1001 East Broad 
Street, Suite 330, 
Richmond, VA 
23219-2010; 804- 
225-3132; arts@
vca.virginia.
gov; www.arts.
virginia.gov

Nicole, Gr.10, Art 3 Honors, 
Clover Hill HS. 
Art Educator: Donna Stables
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NAEA/VAEA Membership Application
Mail to: Member Services Team, NAEA   
PO Box 1444, Merrifield, VA 22116-1444

Membership Categories:
Active:  Art teachers, directors of art education programs, 
       or those engaged in pursuits closely related to the field.     
       Provides all the benefits of membership.
First Year Professional:  Recent graduates entering their 
       first year of teaching.  Valid for one year.  Provides all 
       the benefits of membership, except the right to hold 
       national office.

Student:  Undergraduates and full-time graduate students.  
       Provides all the benefits of membership, except the 
       right to hold national office.

Retired:  Retired educator who has been an active NAEA 
       member for a minimum of five years.  Includes all the 
       privileges of membership.

Associate:  School personnel not actively engaged in 
       teaching art and other individuals with a general 
       interest in art education.  Provides the basic 
       publication and discount benefits of membership.  
       Members in this category will not receive 
       membership bonuses and do not have the right to 
       hold national office.

Institutional:  Institutions or departments involved with 
       art education.  Provides the basic publication and 
       discount benefits of membership, as well as a 
       subscription to the quarterly Studies in Art 
       Education, eligibility for Art Honor Society 
       sponsorship and one registration to the NAEA 

Please print all information below:

o	New   o	Renewal       I.D.Number  ___________________

Name  ____________________________________________

Address  __________________________________________

City  _____________________________________________

State  ______________  Zip + 4 _______________________

Telephone Number  ( _____ ) __________________________

Geographic Region in VIRGINIA  _______________________

Membership 
Categories:  Dues:

o	Institutional                     265.00
o	Active   90.00
o	Associate  90.00
o	Retired   60.00
o	First Year Professional  65.00
o	Full-Time Student  40.00

School:  ____________________________________________
Graduation Date: ______________

  Sub total: ________

Subscription Option:
o	Studies in Art Education                  $20.00

Please check ONE professional level below where you 
spend over 50% of your professional time:

o	Elementary     o	Middle     o	Secondary     o	Museum      
o	College/University             o	Supervision/Administration

Payment Information

o	Check Enclosed o	Please Charge
o	American Express o	VISA o		MasterCard

Credit Card Number __________________________________
Expiration Date _________________

Signature  __________________________________________ 
CHARGE BY PHONE - 1-800-299-8321

Your membership in the NAEA 
is a priceless investment in your career!

What do I get for my money?  What’s in it for me?

The NAEA/VAEA are dedicated to you and the enhancement of your 
profession.  Regional Workshops, State Conferences, and National 
Conventions provide a platform for intellectual stimulation and the sharing 
of expertise via lecture, discussion and workshop settings. VAEA is in 
the forefront of alerting its membership concerning issues impacting art 
education.  VAEA has generated advocacy materials with “talking points: 
stressing the importance of quality art ecucation when addressing PTAs, 
school boards and other decision makers.

l	Membership in the National Art Education Association is also 
membership in the Virginia Art Education Association.

l	Books authored by art educators for art educators are published by 
NAEA.

l	Quarterly newsletters are published by NAEA and VAEA 
addressing issues in education, specifically Art Education. Studies in 
Art Education and other publications are available for additional fees.

l	Online resources are available on the NAEA and VAEA websites.

l	Conventions (NAEA) and Conferences (VAEA) address trends and 
concerns in art education providing professional development credit.  
Your attendance and session presenter documentation is recognized by 
the VA Department of Education for Teacher Recertification points.

l	Leadership opportunities are available on the local, regional and 
state levels not typically afforded to art educators. 

l	An Awards Program that provides tangible recognition of 
excellence and achievement of the many outstanding individuals and 
programs of the VAEA and NAEA.  In addition, to focus professional 
attention on exemplary art educators, quality art education and 
increase public awareness of the importance of quality art education.

You will make connections with art educators across your region, 
state and the country...countless persons who speak the language of 
the visual arts. You will have  treasured friendships that will survive 
decades.

VAEA Policy Statement - 9.01.09
Membership Information:  That membership 

contact information not be distributed to outside companies.  

l	Please be assured that your personal information is not shared.  
It is the foundation of our communication system (state and regional 
newsletters, ballots, constant contact, etc.) 

l	Up dating changes in your contact information!  Name change? 
New home? Work or personal email changes?  Misspellings? incorrect 
numbers? Please contact: membership@vaea.org for corrections.

Membership dues include $25 for a member subscription to 
Art Education and $15 for a member subscription to NAEA News.
A separate rate is established for non-member subscriptions.
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Standing Committee
Chairs and Affiliates 
Advocacy 
Cyndi Wells
advocacy@vaea.org

Archivist
Sandee Darden
archivist@vaea.org

Membership 
Patsy Parker
membership@vaea.org

News Editor
Kathy Barclay
newsletter@vaea.org 

Policy
Barbara Laws
policy@vaea.org

Research/Curriculum
Pam Taylor, VCU
research@vaea.org

Retired Educators 
Carla Jaranson
retired@vaea.org

Webmaster/Technology
LeAnne Poindexter
webmaster@vaea.org

Youth Art Month 
Jess Beach
yam@vaea.org

Exofficio Member
VA Dept.of Education
Cherry Gardner
doe@vaea.org

Regional Presidents
Blue Ridge 
Kelly Tuma
br.president@vaea.org

Central  
Sarah Mays
central.president@vaea.org

Northern Virginia
Sarah Philip
nova.president@vaea.org

Southwest 
Melissa Humphrey
sw.president@vaea.org

Tidewater 
Jennifer McDuffie
tidewater.president@vaea.org

Division Reps
Elementary 
Richelle Hodge
elementary@vaea.org

Middle School
Brent Tharp
middle@vaea.org

Secondary 
Kelley R. Shradley-Horst
secondary@vaea.org

Higher Education
Roger Tomhave
higher.ed@vaea.org

Supervision
Mike Kalafatis
supervision@vaea.org

Museum Education
Hillary Hardison
museum@vaea.org 

President
Maripat Hyatt
president@vaea.org

Vice President
Linda Conti
vp@vaea.org

Secretary  
Karen Girouard
secretary@vaea.org

Treasurer
Jennifer Schero
treasurer@vaea.org

Past President
Scott Russell
past.president@vaea.org

Executive Secretary
Peggy Wood
peggy_wood@vaea.org

Extended BOARD

Send reports and articles to:  peggy_wood@vaea.org
Executive Secretary:  Peggy Wood 
 
Send photos & student art to: newsletter@vaea.org
News Journal Editor:  Kathy Barclay

Send address changes to: membership@vaea.org
Membership Chair:  Patsy Parker

]
]
]

News Magazine Deadline:  November 15,  2014

Executive Board
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Kyla, Gr. 6, Brookland MS, Henrico.
Art Educator: Ashley Fullerton

Mary Catherine, Gr.11, Freeman 
HS. Art Educator: Dana Morris
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Mickie, Gr. 12, Varina HS, Henrico.
Art Educator: Dawn Vass-Schwartz

Xinlin, Gr. 8, 
Poe MS, Fairfax.
Art Educator: Diana Fitzwater

SHAREFEST @ 
VAEA

On display during conference !
   This is a great way to present in a VAEA conference or for a first time presenter 
to get their feet wet.  The Sharefest is an ongoing display of awesome and 
successful lessons taught by teachers around the Commonwealth.  The displays 
stay up throughout the conference. 
   If you have a great lesson to share, please participate by creating a  tri-fold 
presentation board of your lesson.  Include title, steps to follow and pictures of 
your lesson.  You may include copies of your lesson for visitors to take with them. 
Contact Kirsten Schrag if you’e interested in participating. 
kschrag@pobox.com 
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