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Charlie, Gr.12, Art 4, Freeman HS. Art Educator: M.Taylor Baker Neal

President's Message
by Maripat Hyatt

Hello!

I am Maripat Hyatt, your new president. I have
been teaching since 1988 and have been a member of VAEA/
NAEA since I started teaching. I have been a presenter at
conferences and the last four conferences you attended were
planned by me. I teach in a Title I elementary school in
Henrico County’s east end. I love teaching my students and
love being part of such a wonderful organization.

also recommended to
the board revisions
in the 2011 position
statements.
Virginia was recognized
in several ways during
the NAEA Convention. Congratulations to Barbara Laws for
achieving the National Administration and Supervision Division
Award. I also want to congratulate Twyla Kitts for being honored
as our Virginia Art Educator. In addition, accolades go out
to our previous Webmaster, Elizabeth Essex for winning the
National Web award and to
News Journal Editor, Kathy
Barclay for an Honorable
Mention for our news
journal.

NAEA Convention
I recently returned from sunny San Diego, CA where the
NAEA had its most recent convention. The sessions were
fantastic and the speakers provided excellent ideas and
artistic nourishment
for future thought.
If you have never
been to a National
Convention, I highly
recommend it! Next
VAEA Members Survey
year it will be in New
We have conducted a survey
Orleans, a very fun
of our members to see if we
city! It will be held on
are doing enough for you.
March 26-28, 2015.
This is the first step in the
The proposal form
VAEA website won the Award of Excellence at the NAEA Convention.
board’s attempt to provide
to present is on the
our members with benefits
NAEA website; the
they need and want.
deadline is May 15th,
2014. Virginia was well represented in San Diego…please
Leadership Opportunities
consider submitting a proposal for
Regional elections will be held this summer.
New Orleans!
Volunteering to work on your regional board is
an excellent opportunity to begin serving your
While I was at the National Convention
professional organization. Contact your current
I served with Scott Russell, our past
regional president now to offer your services.
president, as a delegate at Delegates
It is a pleasure to serve as your
Assembly, part of the NAEA governance
president and if you have any
who meets annually at the National
questions please contact me by
Convention. The Assembly is composed
going through the email links
of elected or appointed representatives
on our
from all fifty states, the District of
website:
Columbia, British Columbia, and the
vaea.org.
Overseas Art Education Association,
plus non-voting representatives from the
Issues Groups.

www.vaea.org

The Delegates Assembly provides a vehicle
for members to influence activities and
polices of NAEA. It studies issues and
recommends legislative and policy matters
to the Board. During this Assembly we
looked at several proposals for position
statements; safety in the classroom,
diversity, and STEAM, to name a few. We

VAEA
Journal won
Honorable Mention
(2nd place) at NAEA.

3

Vice-President’s Message
Fall Conference: Art Transforms
by Linda Conti

One of the greatest benefits for me of being a VAEA member is the annual fall conference. Our
conference allows me to explore new methods of classroom management, try processes that are
new to me, and find additional ways to incorporate art history into my curriculum. As a bonus,
it is a wonderful time to meet new colleagues and create connections across the state. As your
new vice-president, I will be working with the regions to set up a great conference for you.
It seems hard to believe, but the Central Region and VAEA Board are already working on
next year’s conference! The theme is “ART TRANSFORMS”. We met recently at the Hilton
Doubletree in Midlothian to check out the space. It looks good. Much of the work for the conference is completed before the end
of the school year, including assembling all the presentation proposals.

ART TRANSFORMS
November 6-8, 2014

Please write up your proposals now, and do not wait for the
busy end of the year! The forms are online on the VAEA
website. Just click and fill in! Think about lessons that are
unique to you, that really work with children. Share your art
history ideas with us, and offer up hope to those who struggle
with unruly students. It is so rewarding to teach to your fellow
art teachers. We love to do this, so please share your passion!
Get your friends to sign up as well. Some of us just need a
nudge to get started, so get them to share that great idea.
Think about how your lesson can be adapted for students with
special needs. We want to be creative in how we teach to all of
our students. Deadline for proposals is June 30th.
In addition to the great presentation rooms at the Doubletree,
they have some nice amenities, such as a fitness room, and
an indoor pool. Plan accordingly. The hotel is also making
a consideration to us as teachers on a budget: they will not
charging you for extra people in the room. Sharing space with
colleagues is a fun way to stretch your conference dollar.
The way the VAEA funds its activities all year is by money
generated at the conference. These funds support the regional
boards, our representatives for Delegates Assembly at the
NAEA Convention, The Virginia Coalition for Fine Arts
Education and special activities determined by the VAEA
Board. When you book your room at the hotel through
the VAEA block, it helps us meet our goal of making your
membership dollars extend as far as possible. Filling our
block of rooms enables us to charge less for the conference,
which benefits you as a member. Booking through Travelocity
or Expedia, you also forgo the free roommate option for
VAEA. Please book through VAEA at the hotel as it helps us
all to promote art education.

Jacara, Art 1, Varina HS. Art Educator: Dawn Vass-Schwartz
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Feel free to contact me with questions. We are here to make
your art education experience meaningful to you.

Conference 2014
Conference Keynote Speaker Announced
Shane Pomajambo, Executive Director
and Editor in Chief of Art Whino, a DC
based art gallery whose mission is to
bring together the pioneers and freshest talent from around the
world.
Art Whino sponsored the Richmond Mural Project, a yearly event
with the goal of creating over 100 murals by world renowned
talent in the first 5 years alone. These murals will serve as positive catalysts for change by specifically placing them in areas that
are in disrepair. The environments include neighborhoods with
abandoned buildings and low foot traffic, areas with high crime,
and newly developed areas in need of identity.
Born and raised in Queens, NY, Shane Pomajambo has been an
avid art collector for over twenty years and gallery owner since
2007. He opened Art Whino seven years ago bringing the much
needed Low Brow voice to the nation’s capital. With over seventy
curated exhibits centered on this art movement, the gallery ranks
among the top five galleries for new brow artists today and continually pushes to bring attention to this art form that Pomajambo
is so passionate in sharing with the rest of the world. Large group
exhibits such as the G40 Art Summit, which has become a yearly
show that brings in artists from around the world for a month
long event, increase awareness of the gallery and its mission.

Conference 2014 Keynote Speaker, Shane Pomajambo

Projects such as The Richmond Mural Project have played an
integral role in gaining momentum for mural art world in the
US, with the largest grouping of murals
in the nation. Pomajambo’s publications,
“Art Whino Mag” and the book “Newbrow: 50 Contemporary Artists” bring
new brow and mural art to the public
at large in an accessible printed format.
In 2013, Blind Whino SW Arts Club
was created to motivate and inspire art
throughout DC, providing the space as
an art beacon and art cultivator. Through
the efforts of all of these projects, Pomajambo has achieved many honors such
as being named Best of DC by the City
Paper six years in a row and has created
a following over 200,000 strong in social
media outreach.

Make plans NOW
to attend
VAEA in the fall and
NAEA in the spring!
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Awards
The VAEA Awards Program begins with YOU!
AWARDS PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To focus professional attention on exemplary VAEA art educators and quality art education.
To provide tangible recognition of excellence and achievement of the many outstanding individuals and programs
supporting the VAEA.
To increase public awareness of the importance of quality art education.

As a privilege of VAEA membership you are cordially invited to submit nominations to recognize outstanding contributions to
art education in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Why Nominate? You know extraordinary Art Educators who merit recognition for their advocacy, leadership and
contributions in the field of art education! Demonstrate your appreciation by acknowledging your “Friend of the Visual Arts”
or Distinguished Service Candidate in your community that has supported your art program!
Candidates? Any VAEA member who meets the award criteria established by NAEA may be nominated for an award. VAEA
Membership is not required for the Distinguished Service (Outside the Profession) and “Friends of the Visual Arts” Awards.
Nominator? Any VAEA member may initiate the awards process to honor a VAEA member in their region (Blue Ridge,
Central, Northern VA, Southwest or Tidewater.) Art Administrators / Supervisors may be nominated by Administrators,
Supervisors, or Principals who are not VAEA members.
Award Categories: These specific categories honor exceptional history of contributions, endeavors and / or service to the field
of Art Education.
Elementary Art Educator
Middle School Art Educator
Secondary Art Educator
Administration / Supervision Art Educator
Higher Education Art Educator
Museum Education Art Educator
Special Needs Art Educator
Retired Art Educator

National Art Honor Art Society Sponsor
National Junior Art Honor Society Sponsor
Higher Education Student Chapter Sponsor
Higher Education Student Achievement
Special Needs Lifetime Achievement
Distinguished Service Within the Profession
Distinguished Service Outside the Profession
* Friends of the Visual Arts I (Administrators)
* Friends of the Visual Arts II (Corporations)

This listing of VAEA Awards is not all inclusive. Please consult (NAEA) arteducators.org for awards that are contribution,
leadership and issues specific.
VAEA Nomination Forms and requirements for the nomination packet are located on the website @ vaea.org under the
Resources tab.
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Call for Artists
VAEA 2014 Fall Conference

Electronic Gallery
by Jennifer B. Hampton

Back by popular demand, the Electronic Gallery is an excellent
means for “showing your stuff.” Show us how you “TRANSFORM” from Art Educator to Artist!
The gallery is open to VAEA members only, but you do not have
to attend the conference to participate. Central Region is hosting
the gallery and the work will be shown electronically during the
conference. This show is NOT JURIED and there will be NO
AWARDS...this is an opportunity to share your work only (to
hundreds of attendees!).

Guidelines
You may submit up to three (3) pieces of your personal
work. Please note your name, medium, size, date completed, and
your VAEA region.

Submit the work to Jennifer Hampton (jbhampton@
henrico.K12.va.us) by OCTOBER 1, 2014.

Here are the specs:
* Maximum file size: 3.0 MB per image
This means you need to save a copy of your images at a lower
dpi. SAVE ONE COPY OF EACH IMAGE AT 300 dpi
* Maximum Image size:
Vertical images 530 (width) pixels x 780 (height) pixels
(Portrait orientation) = 7.361 x 10.833 inches
Horizontal images 780 (width) pixels x 530 (height) pixels
(Landscape orientation) = 10.833 x 7.361 inches
* Minimum Image size
Vertical images 480 (width) pixels x 480 (height) pixels
(Portrait orientation) = 6.67 x 6.67 inches
Horizontal images 480 (width) pixels x 480 (height) pixels
(Landscape orientation) = 6.67 x 6.67 inches

ART TRANSFORMS
Artisans Gallery
by Kathy Barclay
Have you found time in your busy schedule to make art or some clever craft you
want to sell to your fellow art educators?
Then join us Thursday night at the Fall
Conference for the ever popular Artisans
Gallery!
Tables rent for $20 each and a sign will be
provided with your name (and product if
desired).
Go to our website and fill out the online
form to register. If you have any questions, contact Kathy Barclay via email:
newsletter@vaea.org.
Antjuan, Art 2, Freeman HS.
Art Educator: M. Taylor Baker Neal
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Advocacy
Think about the variety of roles beyond that of ‘art teacher’ you
fluently undertake in a day – coach, cheerleader, supporter,
differentiator, communicator, artist, counselor, etc.
The role of ‘advocate’ may not sound ‘official’ but
I believe it’s something we can all do naturally. At
its core, advocacy is sharing with others why
you believe that young people should have
the opportunity to learn in and through the
arts. This is the very reason I agreed to take
on the position of Advocacy Chair this year –
because I enjoy sharing about the impact of arts
experiences with everyone I meet.
I’m also hoping to benefit the VAEA
community by sharing the journey I have
been on with art teachers in Albemarle
County over the past five years. As the Lead
Coach & Fine Arts Facilitator, I take every
opportunity possible to help connect arts
educators across our twenty-six schools.
One structure we have in place to support
connecting across all schools
and levels is
through
our Fine
Arts
Vertical
Team.
In early
2010 we
agreed it was
important
for us to
collectively
advocate for our
programs, but
it took almost
four years of
trial-and-error to
figure out a system
that worked for us.
We tried writing
press-releases. We
tried (many times)
to develop a central
website of facts and
research about the
arts and our individual
school programs.
Finally, thanks to
Google.sites we found a
structure that easily allows us to
visually share the stories of learning from inside our classrooms
out. We call it the Spotlight on ACPS Fine Arts Students:
http://bit.ly/ACPS_Spotlight. This Spotlight is linked from our
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by Cindy Wells

Division page, and I Tweet about it
every time we post an update. It is our
goal that by the end of the year every
school will contribute at least
one story to
this site.
As you develop and share your own
stories of the impact of art on and with
your students, VAEA is here to help
support you. First, we have this beautiful
brochure: http://vaea.org/Images/
VAEA_brochure.pdf. Print out your
own copies or request them from VAEA.
Display them at your end-of-year art shows.
Display them in the fall at back-to-school
night. Use them when you feel at a loss
for words or want the support of our state
organization. Additionally, I have updated the
Advocacy section of our website: http://vaea.
org/advocacy.html. It is my personal goal to
continue looking for high-impact resources, so
if you come across sites that you think would
be useful to other art advocates, send them to
advocacy@vaea.org for consideration
So how can you embrace the role of advocate
and share the impact of arts instruction on the
students in your schools? The end of the school
year is an excellent time to pause, look back, and
celebrate how far you’ve come. What have been
some of your proudest moments in your art room
this year? Perhaps it was the culmination of an art
project, or one of those touching moments that happen because
you work with groups of young people. What do you value about
what takes place within your classroom? Take time to capture
these examples of what you’ve seen your students experience in
your classroom, as they will frame the stories that help people
experience the impact of the arts on student learning.
Why keep the fun of telling great stories all to yourself? Ask your
students to reflect on what they’ve learned in art class – not just
the elements of art and principles of design – about perseverance
and solving artistic challenges. I’m confident you’ll find that
students mention the elements included on the VAEA Advocacy
brochure – maybe not with the same words, but with the same
enthusiastic spirit. Collect these quotes and include them on your
school website as an end-of-year project. Share them with us at:
advocacy@vaea.org
United by our connection to VAEA, we can make an impact on
developing a community of advocacy for our profession based on
our shared belief that young people should have the opportunity
to learn in and through the arts. Let’s get others to be believers too!

Michaela, Art 4, Varina HS. Art Educator: Dawn Vass-Schwartz

Look for this
Advocacy Brochure
on our website:

vaea.org
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Regional
News
Southwest
by Melissa E. Humphrey
I wanted begin by thanking everyone who was involved with
this year’s YAM exhibition at the Jefferson Center March 3April 4, 2014. I thought it was a huge success! I was pleasantly
surprised by the variety of artwork from all of our talented
students and teachers! It was great to see our “textology”
theme used in so many creative ways.
The end of the school year is quickly approaching! I know we
are all saying to ourselves “where did the school year go?” This
is the busiest and most exciting time for art educators. There
are so many events, art shows, and art contests! Most of us are
already planning the next school year.
Summer vacation is a great time to keep students involved in
the arts outside of the classroom. I encourage my students to
get out and about. This is the perfect time for strolling around
beautiful downtown Roanoke. Besides the breathtaking
architecture and endless summer nights, there are galleries,
museums, farmers markets, and live music. There is so much
inspiration at every corner. Art by Night is the first Friday of
every month in downtown Roanoke, which includes a gallery
crawl, openings, demonstrations, and live music. Please
encourage your students to take advantage either in their
hometown or in Roanoke. It’s worth the trip! Check it out:
Downtownroanoke.org
I wanted to take this opportunity to let everyone know that it’s
that time again: Call for nominations for regional elections
this summer! If you are interested in becoming a SWVAEA
board member or would like to nominate someone else:
Please send me an email with your information. I have really
enjoyed being the regional president these past years. I want
to thank everyone for all of your help and support! I could
have never been successful without all of you. I also want to
send an extra special thank you to Ingrid Chase and Jennifer
Fowler! Without your guidance I would have been lost!
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Blue Ridge

by Kelly Tuma

It is hard to believe that another school year is coming
to a close! As I look back on Blue Ridge Region events
that have taken place this year, I am in awe of how
wonderfully our organization works together and
thankful for the fantastic art teachers who dedicate their
time, expertise and most of all simply participate in our
regional events.
In February, we had a Blue Ridge Region VAEA art
showcase opening at the Shenandoah Art Center in
Waynesboro, from there the showcase travelled in March
to the Art Forum at the Lord Fairfax Community College
in Middletown. In April, we had a mini conference at
the Shenandoah Art Center in Waynesboro; Prismacolor
pencil and Sculpt-it workshops.
This year’s Orkney Spring Weekend Art Retreat for Art
Teachers was held in May. We had a Native American
Indian Beading workshop instructed by Native American
artist Nellie Atkins. We created samples of various
traditional techniques.
This summer we will have our wonderful three day
Raku Workshop at Windtuck Pottery, Lyndhurst, VA.
If you have not taken part in this workshop, please do
this summer. On July 11th will be the wet work; July 17th
we will be glazing and July 18th we will be the firing,
following by the annual Blue Ridge Region P-ART-Y! For
more information please contact Lynn at snlconyers@
comcast.net.
I truly hope everyone has a wonderful summer. The
BRRVAEA board is already planning a fun filled year for
you all next year! If you have any questions, comments,
ideas for workshops, ideas for conference pins, or would
like to nominate a member for Teacher of the Year, please
do not hesitate to contact me at br.president@vaea.org.
We are here to help you. Thank you BRRVAEA members!

Leadership Candidates Needed!

Northern
Virginia

This summer elections will be held in each region for
new board members. If you are interested in serving
your region as a member of the leadership team,
please contact any current member of your regional
board and asked to be put on the ballot.
We need YOU!

by Sarah E. Phillip
In March, I taught a workshop called Weaving, The Basics and
Beyond. Focusing mainly on tapestry weaving, we covered
vocabulary, lesson ideas, and started a sampler. Teachers
learned the basics of setting up paper and cardboard looms to
using CDs and more sturdy wooden looms from stretcher bars.

Spring is the time of year when teachers begin to reevaluate the
effectiveness of our lessons. Some of us have to do data collection
to determine how much students have achieved. How else do you
measure the success of lessons and your teaching? Please consider
sharing your ideas and practices with other art teachers during a
conference Sharefest, workshop, or regional presentation.
Lee Darter welcomed Northern Region teachers to her fabulous
elementary art room to a full day workshop on printmaking
and using handmade journals for data collection. Her lessons
and classroom management style are inspiring. I am already
incorporating her foam printing and “book roof ” houses into my
curriculum.

Central

We will be having a call for nominations this summer for any
member who is interested in serving on the regional board.
Please remember to look for Northern region newsletters and
workshop information from nvaeanews@yahoo.com.

Tidewater

by Sarah Mays
Thank you members for participating in the many CRVAEA events
held throughout the 2013 – 2014 school year. CRVAEA members
participated in the Northern Virginia VAEA conference, the
regional CRVAEA conference at VCU’s Art Education Department
and the Art Educator as Artist Exhibition at Crossroads Art Center.
The CRVAEA board hopes you enjoyed the events as much as we
enjoyed planning them for you!
CRVAEA Art Advocate of the Year
We would like to congratulate our 2014 Art Advocate of the Year,
Mr. Samuel G. Banks. “Sam” as most of us affectionately call him has
been an inspiration to many fellow art educators thoughout the years.
He has an impressive list of credentials including director of Arts and
Humanities for Richmond Public Schools from 1976 to 2001. He has
been an instructor of pre-service art teachers at VCU and has served
as a University Supervisor of pre-service art teachers for both VCU
and JMU. In addition to his work with Richmond Public Schools,
VCU and JMU, Mr. Banks has worked as a consultant for Crayola, Inc.
Sam Banks has a long and commendable history of working with the
National Art Education Association, having served as the Virginia
Art Education Association president, the NAEA Southeastern Region
vice – president and the president-elect of the NAEA Retired Art
Educators. Mr. Banks has attended, presented and spoken at numerous
NAEA conventions since 1972. He was named the NAEA National Art
Administrator of the Year and elected an NAEA Distinguished Fellow
in 1992 and chaired the 1998 NAEA Chicago convention.
continued next page...

by Jennifer McDuffie

The Tidewater Region has been busy this winter! We had
a very successful Winter Workshop in February which
was chaired by our former president, Sandee Darden.
Sandee and co-chair Suzanne Andleton and their team
did a great job ensuring that this popular annual event
was both informative and fun. The workshop was held at
Old Dominion University with the cooperation of Rick
Nickel and it offered six hands-on presentations for five
hours of professional development. I would like to extend
a special thanks to the presenters who so generously gave
of their time and expertise to help advance our profession:
Susan Owens: Deconstructed Books, Richard Nickel &
Danielle Salyers: Drawing the Line with Clay, Jeanette
Husch: RECYCLE and RECREATE Jewelry, Bruce
Hanson: Collecting and Creating Portraits, Georgeanna
Fellio: The Singular Monoprint, and Meredith Kerr &
Sandee Darden: Fresh Perspectives: The Mask. The slate of
presenters was made up almost entirely of “new” teachers
to Winter Workshop and we are excited about bringing in
fresh talent and expanding our volunteer base. In addition
to the sessions a light breakfast and full lunch were
provided as well as door prizes for all. The association
was able to offer the workshop for free to members as a
benefit of their dues and we were also able to invite in nonmember professionals by charging them a fee, which in
turn helped defray the costs.
In April we held the long sought after Encaustic Workshop
for our spring event. Our Vice-President Elizabeth
Tumilty has put together a wonderful team of teachers
continued next page...
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Central continued...
Call for Nominations – Consider Running for Office!
Have you ever thought of serving on the CRVAEA board? The terms of the CRVAEA board members are coming to a close as
of January 2015. Serving on the board is a great opportunity to become involved with VAEA and meet many art educators from
around the Richmond area. More information and nomination forms will be coming your way soon. Elections will be conducted
this summer.
2014 Fall Professional Development Conference hosted by CRVAEA
We are so excited for our region to be hosting the VAEA conference this year. The conference will take place November 6 – 8 at
the Double Tree by Hilton in Richmond, Virginia. We know that many of our members have a plethora of talents to share, so
please consider presenting! Presenter proposal forms are online, due June 30th, and can be located on the VAEA website. We also
need as many member volunteers as possible to make the conference a success. Please sign up at: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C084FA5A72AA258-vaea.
Thank you members and have a great summer. See you next school year!
Tidewater continued...

who learned this process together during graduate course
work. The use of hot wax in art making is very versatile and
lends itself to many different styles and innovations. This
was a members-only event.
The Board is currently working on securing gallery space
for our summer teacher exhibit in August. Be sure to dust
off those brushes, pencils, and canvases so that you can
do some creating to feed your soul. Stay tuned for more
information.

TJ, Brumfield ES, Art Teacher: Jess Beach.

TVAEA is always looking for better ways to serve you.
Please let us know if there are any art events in your area
that we can share with members who may want to make a
road trip to experience art happenings outside their close
locale. Any ideas for workshops or any wish lists that you
want to share are greatly encouraged.
It is election time again so we are calling for Nominations
for our Regional Elections this summer. Let us know if
you or someone you know is interested in serving at the
board level. Please don’t forget to forward the names of
the outstanding art educators you know for consideration
in the awards process. This is a wonderful way to show
your appreciation for fellow colleagues who you know and
admire. Let’s have lots of nominations this year. Finally,
don’t forget to get out those proposals for next fall’s
conference in Richmond, it is going be a good one.

Carieanna, Skyline MS, Art Teacher: Holly Kincaid.

We do have a FACEBOOK page where we post pictures
and fliers for upcoming events. Please like us @Tidewater
Virginia Art Education Association and start sharing.

Clara, Harrisonburg HS, Art Teacher: Jauan Brooks.
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YAM
Youth Art Month
by Jess Beach

Being in March, Youth Art Month has already occurred
this year. But, I would like to take a moment to
commend Virginia’s art teachers for their efforts to
show off our art programs during YAM in 2014. Many
of you have reached out through emails describing
your impressive YAM celebrations and ideas. As art
teachers, we are already passionate about the wonderful
possibilities our students have by learning and making
art. We, of course, celebrate this all year long. We can
utilize YAM by illuminating our students’ incredible
work for those who may not ordinarily notice. Our
schools are very busy and packed with the many aspects
of education. Take the opportunity to use YAM as a way
to turn the spotlight on your programs and students’
efforts!
Our YAM Committee looks forward to seeing your
efforts in your 2014 YAM Books! As you are preparing
your books for this year, here a few suggestions that will
help make it a bit easier:

Grand Award Winner: Maria, Taylor MS.
Art Teacher: Amy Ashman.

Congratulations to our YAM Flag winners this year! The
design that won the Grand Award is by Maria, an eighth
grader at Taylor Middle School in Warrenton, VA (Art
Teacher: Amy Ashman). Festival Flags of Richmond, VA,
created a large flag of her design which was on display at
the NAEA Conference in San Diego, CA, during YAM. In
the fall, it will be on display at the VAEA Conference in
Midlothian, VA. Compliments to our division first place
winners as well! TJ, a fifth grader at Brumfield Elementary
in Warrenton, VA, won first place for the elementary school
division (Art Teacher: Jess Beach). Carrieanna, an eighth
grader from Skyline Middle in Harrisonburg, VA, won
first place for the middle school division (Art Teacher:
Holly Kincaid). Ciara, a ninth grader at Harrisonburg
High in Harrisonburg, VA, won first place for the high
school division (Art Teacher: Jauan Brooks). All first
place winners will receive a large color poster of their
design and an award. Pictured below from left to right: 1st
Place Elementary Design by TJ, 1st Place Middle Design by
Carrieanna, 1st Place High Design by Ciara.
See Division Winners at left.
If you are interested in participating in the 2015 YAM Flag
Contest, our committee looks forward to your entries. (A
helpful tip: This would make a great lesson plan for your
sub while you are at the Fall VAEA Conference!) Please
see the YAM webpage through the VEAE Website for the
official entry form. All entries should utilize the national
YAM theme “Art Builds Bridges” and be sent to the address
on the entry form by December 18th, 2014.





Create a school district (county or city) committee to
manage YAM efforts.
Have each teacher submit a few pages to lighten the
workload (rather than just one person).
Look at the YAM Book Rubric to know exactly how the
books are judged (found on the YAM webpage on the VAEA
website).
Please submit books and report
documentation (on YAM webpage)
by June 1st, 2014 and mail to:
Jess Beach
YAM Chair
550 Alwington Blvd
Warrenton, VA 20186

I look forward to working with teachers
from all over Virginia as the YAM Chair.
My predecessor, *Jimi Herd, has done such
wonderful things for YAM in our state. I am glad to be grabbing the
baton from someone as dedicated and enthusiastic as him. Thank
you to the YAM Committee members including *Jauan Brooks
(Blue Ridge Region), *Angela Salerno (Tidewater Region), *Lee
Darter (Northern Region), and *Beth Allums (Central Region).
These representatives judge our contests, engineer ideas to keep
us motivated about YAM and collectively work on the creation
of our state book. We are looking for a committee member for
the Southwestern Region; if you are interested, please contact me
through the VAEA website.
To conclude, I am excited and proud to be a representative for your
brilliant, unconventional and creative art programs as the YAM Chair.
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Minna,
Godwin
HS.
Art
Educator:
Lindsey
Hurlburt

Ian, Art 2, Freeman HS. Art Educator: student
teacher, Sarah Hudson with M.Taylor Baker Neal
Nathaniel,
Gr.7,
Brookland MS.
Art Educator:
Ashley
Fullerton

Katie, Gr.12,
Art 4,
Freeman HS.
Art Educator: M.Taylor
Baker Neal
Emma, Gr.9, Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School. Art Educator: Kori Mosley
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Jabril, Art 5, Varina HS. Art Educator: Dawn Vass-Schwartz

Student Art Gallery

Anna, Art 1, Freeman HS. Art Educator: M.Taylor
Baker Neal

Maya, Fine Arts Apprentice
Program, Arlington Public
Schools.
Teaching
Artist: Liz Wolf

Emma, Gr.4, Lee Hall ES, Newport News
Art Educator: Richelle Hodge

Bugs
by
Katherine
and
Jaishaun,
Gr.7,
Brookland MS.
Art Educator:
Ashley
Fullerton

Meredith, Gr.11, Art 4, Freeman HS. Art Educator: M.Taylor Baker Neal

Tam, Gr.12, Art 5, Freeman HS.
Art Educator: M.Taylor Baker Neal
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Elementary
by Richelle Hodge
Hello everyone! I would like to introduce myself to all
VAEA members. My name is Richelle B. Hodge. I have
over 20 years of experience teaching Art. My career has
taken me to elementary and middle schools. I taught Art
in North Carolina for 6 years at the middle school level
then moved to Virginia. After moving to here, I decided
to give elementary school Art a try. I am pleased to report
that I’ve loved it from my very first day. Each and every
day is an artistic adventure.
As elementary Art educators, we provide knowledge,
inspiration and the tools necessary to unlock imagination
and originality in every child. Young children are natural
explorers and are very eager to express their thoughts.
Effective teachers unlock the brilliance within every child.
I am extremely fortunate to work in a school where my
efforts are supported. I consider myself extremely lucky
professionally. Last year, my colleagues honored me by
recognizing me as the Lee Hall Elementary School Teacher
of the Year for 2013-2014.
March was an exciting month for Art in Newport News
Public Schools! Teachers from all Newport News schools
displayed artwork in celebration of Youth Art Month
at the Downing Gross Cultural Arts Center. Our
grand opening was extremely exciting. Students from
every level attended to see the wonderful creations.
Experiences like this remind me, even after 20 years,
that we can all learn new ideas about how to bring Art
to life in our schools.
VAEA and the NAEA conferences have a wealth
of knowledge for Art educators. In the past, I have
presented at the VAEA and I have attended NAEA
conferences. Both experiences have been very
beneficial. Attending workshops and lectures help
awake and broaden our minds with new ideas. I always
leave rejuevenated and ready to extend my creativity in
the classroom.
When you love what you do, students, peers and
your community can see it. I look forward to keeping
VAEA members up-to-date with elementary division
accomplishments and events, as well as promoting our
professional insights. Please let me know about your
positive experiences. I will strive to give elementary art
education a voice and continue the wonderful work of
Angela Winters.
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Student Emma with Richelle Hodge at the Downing Gross
Cultural Art Center for the grand opening for Youth Art Month.

Middle

by Brent Tharp

Winter’s
Proper Code

This article’s
QR code

Hello everyone! By the time this article is published it should be
glorious weather and I hope to be out on the water in my kayak
or enjoying some sunshine anywhere. Currently I am in my art
room, on a Saturday, doing studio work. I have made the blunder
of ordering country fried steak to, you know, ‘start my day off
slow’, and ease into a great work day- but more likely a noon time
nap. Yet this is who we are, and this is what we do, we work. We
work for others, and many times it goes unnoticed, and that’s
okay. It’s okay because you know and get to see the difference
these days make in your students’ lives and work. So when you
spend your morning getting quizzical looks from the helpers at

Division News
Lowe’s to why anyone would need what you are asking
for; just to end with “it’s cool I’m an art teacher don’t
worry about it”, you might be doing something right.
Does this sound like someone you know? Maybe even
yourself? Then you should participate in the awards
process either by nominating someone or accepting a
nomination yourself. When we accept a nomination it
does not only shine light on us but it gives credit to all the
art teachers that we surround ourselves with. Don’t be
too humble, you’ve probably done more than enough to
enjoy the praise. Let’s be honest, how many times have
you told someone that you taught Middle school just to see them
cringe and respond with the two possibilities that you are either:
1)crazy, or 2) they try to canonize you as some sort of patron
saint of paint.
So keep doing what you do so well, and don’t let the number
of snow days make you feel like you haven’t been working. It’s
really hard to get students to make art work when you don’t see
them that many days in a row. Remember that we teach them to
be lifelong learners and not factory workers. I hope to see and
speak with you soon.

Mural created by students from the Amherst County High
School chapter of NAHS, under the direction of Art Educator,
Maryellen Barron.

Secondary
by Kelley R. Shradley-Horst
In high school, going to art class was the
best part of my day. I did not consider
myself a great artist; I just really liked
to create. I was also involved with my
school’s art club, and would spend a great
deal of time after school working on painting backdrops for
the school play, doing volunteer projects, or painting windows
in local businesses. Looking back on this, art was a very
important part of my life and even though I did not realize
it at the time, those experiences led me to become an artist
and a teacher. Because art played such an important role in
my life as a high school student, I strive as a teacher to create
experiences for my students that are engaging, enriching, and
transforming (even if they do not realize it yet.)
When I started my first teaching job eight years ago, my coworker, Jauan Brooks, introduced me to an organization
called National
Art Honor Society
(NAHS). I had
never heard of
an art club with
national ties,
membership
requirements
or that uplifted
talented young
artists. I quickly
became involved
in the activities
with which our
school’s NAHS
were working.
The students
in our school’s
NAHS were good
students, but the
opportunities that
they experienced
through the NAHS
helped them grow
as artists, citizens,
and community
members.
Another VAEA member contacted me about the great things
that her NAHS was doing so I wanted to showcase her students
and school on the great work they are doing in the community.
continued next page...
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The Amherst County High School chapter of NAHS,
started two years ago by Art teacher Maryellen
Barron, has completed two large works of public
art for the town of Amherst. Both are history-based
murals, and they adorn opposite corners of the
same intersection. Last year’s project, called “Art
Windows”, featured a famous person from the county
in each window of the historic Goodwin building,
whose windows had been boarded up. Each of the
eight windows displays an 8’ x 4’ portrait of someone
dear to the town’s history: a midwife, a traveling
doctor, the town’s first African-American mayor and
judge, a preacher, a postmaster, a sheriff, the founder
of local Sweet Briar College, and nationally known
artist Queena Stovall. Each portrait was envisioned
and painted by a high school student. This year’s
mural is considerably bigger, measuring 18’ tall by
30’ wide, and was done on six panels of billboard
vinyl with exterior acrylic. The design was developed
in the summer by Ms. Barron and a group of five
girls, and includes many historic references to the
1920s era - a phonograph and music to represent the
Amherst dance hall, the model A Ford and Esso gas
pump that could be seen along Main Street and a
pearl necklace from the Vintage shop. The characters
are all original, inspired by the time period. The
phonograph is playing “Ain’t We Got Fun”, and the
music weaves through the starry sky, giving the
whole scene a whimsical, dreamlike quality. This
year, the chapter plans to complete an urban design
on the school’s cafeteria walls and begin a sculpture
garden in the courtyard. As a group, the Amherst
NAHS is focused on making their community a
beautiful, inviting place and adding life to their
school building with art.
I know there are many other examples of great hard
working NAHS chapters in the state of Virginia,
and I would encourage you to share your students’
(and your) work with fellow art teachers in your
counties. If your school does not have a chapter of
NAHS I would encourage you to start one at your
school because you never know how it will impact
your students’ lives and what they can accomplish
with a little extra encouragement and an extra
art-making opportunity. For any teacher wanting
more information about starting a chapter of NAHS
or sponsors needing advice or help with their
organization, NAEA has created a social media site
just for NAHS. The link can be found on the NAEA
webpage.
One of the goals for my term as the secondary
division director is to create a social media forum for
Virginia secondary teachers to ask questions, receive
support, and get to know one another. If you have
any comments, questions, or suggestions, please feel
free to email me at secondary@vaea.org.
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Higher Education
by Roger Tomhave

Higher Education and Conference Presentations
I am still pretty new to the Higher Education Division in Virginia,
having spent from 1990 to 2010 in the Supervision/Administration
Division. However, I have worked closely with some of my higher
education colleagues over many years, while I have admired the work
of others from a distance. What I have noticed is that my higher
education colleagues in Virginia are in VAEA and NAEA leadership
roles and are extremely active at every phase of researching, teaching,
presenting, and leading in their universities, in the Commonwealth
of Virginia, across the nation, and internationally. I am proud to be
counted among them in the Higher Education Division.
The national conference of the NAEA held in San Diego March 30 to
April 1 was no exception. To give you the wide range and perspective
of the leadership and research of these esteemed individuals, I
thought I would give you a rundown of their contributions to this
conference alone. You will see as I list their participation from the
conference catalog that they are an awesome group with much
dedication, knowledge, collaboration, and distinguished service to
our organization.
What Counts as Service-Learning?
Melanie Buffington, Pamela G. Taylor

Explore ethics in service-learning. By investigating higher education servicelearning projects, presenters address the importance of critically reflecting on
and reconsidering what happens in the name of service-learning.

Becoming Exceptional Elementary Art Teachers Through ThemeBased Lessons and Technology
Stephanie Danker, Katherine Schwartz

Discover new methods for creating theme-based elementary art lessons through
a combination of contemporary theory, practice, reflection, integration, and
technology. Includes student-created digital resource collections and lesson
samples.

Seminar for Research in Art Education Business Meeting
Kimberly Sheridan

SRAE promotes an informal, yet focused, exchange of ideas about research and
inquiry in the field of art education. Attend our annual business meeting to learn
more and join our organization’s efforts.

Higher Education Division Luncheon and Awards Event
Flavia Bastos, Sara Wilson McKay

The Higher Education Division will recognize several of its outstanding
members. Last year’s National Higher Education Award winner, Kit Grauer, will
present.

Journal of Social Theory in Art Education JSTAE Author’s
Roundtable and Peer-Reviewed Publishing Opportunities
Alice Pennisi,S harif Bey, Kryssi Staikidis, Melanie Buffington

Dialogue facilitated by editors of JSTAE. Authors from JSTAE Volume 33:
Preoccupy/Maximum Occupancy discuss their articles. Learn about publishing
opportunities to submit to JSTAE Volume 35.

Division News
NAEA Distinguished Fellows Mentoring Session
David Burton, Christine Ballengee-Morris, Read Diket, Deborah
Smith-Shank

NAEA Distinguished Fellows have years of experience and expertise in art
education. Discuss your research and/or professional concerns one-on-one
with a Distinguished Fellow.

Food Landscapes: A Video Art Service-Learning Project
Jessica Norris, Melanie L. Buffington

Food Landscapes, a teen afterschool program, incorporates video art into a
service-learning curriculum about nutrition and food advocacy. The story is
documented and disseminated through social media.

Fellows Forum: Why and How Visual Art is a Core Subject
Read Diket, Tom Brewer, David Burton

Contemporary research in neuroaesthetics, neurosocialogy, postmodernist
philosophy, arts assessment, and evidence-based artistic practices
demonstrate why education in art is more important than ever. Explore how
visual arts and partners align purposefully with language and mathematics
core expectations.

Methods Meetup: Speed Dating to Expand Your Research Repertoire
Kimberly Sheridan
Connect with researchers who use different methods through this fastpaced, thin-slicing participatory event with a range of different people in
brief, one-on-one conversations on research methods. No presentation
materials necessary; business cards recommended.

See What I Believe: Digital Storytelling and Teaching Philosophies
Karin Tollefson
What would your teaching philosophy look like? See examples of digital
teaching philosophies
made by preservice
art teachers at James
Madison University
as part of a teaching
portfolio.

SRAE Presidential Salon:
Designing for Rigor
in Research on Arts
Learning
Kimberly Sheridan,
Lois Hetland, Jay
Greene, Brian Kisida
Researchers in
educational policy and
psychology discuss
designing for research
rigor drawing from
studies of the effects
of art museum visits,
transfer in arts learning,
and design-based
research in makerspaces.

Lineka, Varina HS.
Art Educator: Dawn Vass-Schwartz

NAEA Distinguished Fellows Mentoring Session
David Burton, Karen Keifer-Boyd, Paul Bolin, F. Robert Sabol

NAEA Distinguished Fellows have years of experience and expertise in art
education. Discuss your research and/or professional concerns one-on-one
with a Distinguished Fellow.

The Art
Specialist ReImagined
Debbie Harris,
Katherine
Schwartz

Discover how
one district
in Alaska
imagined what the
role of art specialist
could look like and
used this model to
keep arts a strong
and vibrant part of
its curriculum.

Fellows Forum:
Collaborations
Through Artistic
Projects
Kit Grauer, Enid
Zimmerman,
Renee Sandell

re-

Maddison, Varina HS.
Art Educator: Dawn Vass-Schwartz

Learn how social networking can help you spark collaborative “old
school” artmaking practices with your classes and your colleagues
locally, nationally, and internationally.

Bon Voyage! Study Abroad Basics
Bryna Bobick, Karin Tollefson-Hall

Ever wanted to take students abroad but did not know how to get started?
Get advice on planning and traveling abroad with students from presenters
with experience in short- and long-term trips.

Fellows Forum: What Does Learning Look Like? Using
Emerging Technologies to Visually Represent Learning
Pamela G. Taylor

Drawing upon the data visualization work of Lev Manovich and Manuel
Lima, presenter will suggest ways for envisioning/representing the
complex learning associated with visual arts education.

Advancing Art Education: A Look at the Life and Work of Dr.
Eugene Grigsby
Zerric Clinton, Sam Banks, Grace Hampton, Bill Harris, Debra
Ambush, MacArthur Goodwin, Bernard Young

Distinguished art educators will present a tribute to the late J. Eugene
Grigsby, Jr., a pioneer in championing the rights of those that represent
diverse and multicultural populations in our society. Moderated by Zerric
Clinton and Bernard Young.

continued next page...
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Professional Development at its Best
Aaron Stratten, Tamra Ferreira

Learn from experts how to organize and
deliver engaging and effective professional
development. Become confident in devising
and implementing plans for logistics,
content structure, and implementation
methodologies.

Author Series: Practice Theory: Seeing
the Power of Art Teacher Researchers
Melanie Buffington, Sara Wilson
McKay
Features authors from the book Practice
Theory: Seeing the Power of Art Teacher
Researchers. Art educators will share ideas
about how research can and does inform
their practice.

Jimmy, Art IV, Prince George HS.
Art Educator: Tonya Mahaffey.

Higher Education

continued...

Distinguished art educators will present a tribute to the
late J. Eugene Grigsby, Jr., a pioneer in championing
the rights of those that represent diverse and
multicultural populations in our society. Moderated by
Zerric Clinton and Bernard Young
The SummerVision DC PLC: 4 Years, 11 DC Art
Museum Explorations, and Social Media! Renee
Sandell, Carole Henry

Focuses on “New Eyes” resulting from a 4-day professional
learning community’s summer exploration 11 Washington,
DC, museums. SummerVision DC participants share visual
journals, art/museum insights, & pedagogical applications.

Turn on the Lights
Sandi Hammonds, Bettyann Plishker

Connect artists who harness light to the art curriculum.
Technologies that facilitate illumination, projection, and
reflection are addressed. Elementary, middle, and high school
curriculum examples are shared.

See What I Believe: Digital Storytelling and Teaching
Philosophies
Karin Tollefson

What would your teaching philosophy look like? See examples
of digital teaching philosophies made by preservice art
teachers at James Madison University as part of a teaching
portfolio.
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Barbara Laws Wins National Award

Barbara Laws (right) with Debora Hanson and Henry
Price, Eastern Region and Southeastern Supervision /
Administration Award recipients.
Join me in congratulating Dr. Barbara B. Laws,
who has epitomized outstanding leadership in art
education throughout her 40 year career. At the
NAEA Convention in March she was named the 2014
National Supervision / Administration Division
Art Educator. National Art Education Association
President, Dennis Inhulsen, said “Barbara B. Laws
exemplifies the highly qualified art educators active in
education today: leaders, teachers, students, scholars,
and advocates who give their best to their students and
the profession.”

Supervision & Administration
by Mike Kalafatis
I arrived in New York City during the summer
of 2008. I was inspired by the idea that our best
educators should be in our country’s most poverty
stricken schools. I’m still driven by that belief, but
more aware of how important strong educational
leadership is and how invaluable the arts are in our
schools.
The elementary school in which I worked is in an area of the
South Bronx called Morrisania. The neighborhoods in this
region are part of the poorest Congressional District in the
country. During that time, I saw firsthand how a lack of strong
supervision can negatively impact a school. Many of our nation’s
best schools and most progressive educational initiatives are in
New York; however in the beginning the overall feeling I had
was one filled with a sense of hopelessness. Every day, teachers,
instructional aides and parents were feeling left out of an
undefined school mission. Sadly, I was beginning to see firsthand
how ineffective leadership can fracture a school and its entire
community.
Despite this fundamental lack of leadership, I began to see how
the arts could begin to transform a failing school. We had two art
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teachers, one strings teacher and a general music instructor
for just five hundred students. Every Wednesday the four
of us spent hours after school working with the students
in our After School Arts Academy. Students were drawn
to a program that allowed creativity in a structured, safe
environment.
Growing up in Virginia I had always felt that students in big
cities must have exposure to a variety of cultures that I had
not experienced growing up in suburbia. What I found was
many of the students in less affluent sections of New York
City rarely go outside their neighborhood, much less outside
their borough. Many of these students were $2.25 and a short
subway ride to three of the richest zip codes in the country,
world class museums and cultural landmarks that would make
most art students envious. However, many children had never
gone beyond 149th Street and Grand Concourse.
Our art program made enriching these students’ cultural
experience our mission. First we focused on sharing the
traditions that their families had brought with them from
Puerto Rico, Haiti and Africa. Then we connected their life
with the world by teaching them about what makes their
neighborhood special. The South Bronx was the birthplace of
hip hop culture. In these areas the rise of rap, breakdancing,
graffiti and disc jockeying had slowly rebuilt the area back
from its dark days of the 1970’s. Throughout the year our arts
program attempted to instill in the students a sense of pride in
who they were, and where they came from.
During the spring, our art program took the students
to Broadway to see ‘The Little Mermaid.’ I can’t
adequately put down in words the look on the students’
faces as the curtain opened. All art educators have
seen the expression of awe and wonder on students’
faces as they feel a sense of accomplishment or first
make a transformative connection in the studio. It’s
that profound moment when authentic discovery is
truly taking place. I remember having that moment
when I saw van Gogh’s Starry Night for the first time. I
call those the ‘golden moments.’ Our students came back to
school on Monday with a memory that will stay with them
forever.
The Department of Education began phasing out that school
in the fall of 2009. Most of the teachers and students were
placed in various schools around the city. I firmly believe
that our arts program kept the overall school community
positive during times of change. I have had the good fortune
of being an administrator, teacher and coach at all levels
from pre-k to college. Each of these experiences has shaped
my perspective on reaching others through education and
the arts. The 2008-09 year in New York City showed me the
continued next page...
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impact we have as educational leaders and art program
coordinators. It’s vital that we keep sharing our passion
for the arts with community members, administrators,
teachers, and students. Even if a child never goes on to be
a world class artist we give students ‘golden’ moments and
a larger appreciation for a more beautiful world than they
ever knew before.
Over the next two years I look forward to serving the
VAEA Board, my fellow supervisors and specialists. My
goal is to connect us better as a team. We are not small
islands advocating for our programs and divisions. All of
us are a part of something more profound and meaningful.
The Visual Arts in Education has grown exponentially over
the last few decades. It’s imperative that we move forward
as a team analyzing how to best reach our students by
navigating best practices regarding assessment, discovering
new ways to collect and interpret data, and by advocating
at the state and national level for what we believe best
serves our students.
Strong leadership begins with developing relationships. I
look forward to building a team together.

Carolyn, Wakefield HS, Arlington Public Schools.
Art Educator: Margot Dunn

Higher Education

continued...

Fellows Forum: Ask a Fellow
David Burton, Read Diket, Cindy Colbert
Ask a Fellow brings art educators with research
questions together with NAEA Distinguished
Fellows who have expert advice and decades of
experience. Explore the possibilities!
Revisiting SummerVision DC: A Professional
Learning Community Reunion
Renee Sandell, Carole Henry

SummerVision DC participants and museum educators
reconnect as a growing professional learning community
to network face-to-face, share personal and professional
developments, explore new teaching strategies, and more.

Corinne, Clover Hill HS. Art Educator: Meredith Snyder

NAEA Distinguished Fellows Mentoring Session
David Burton, George Szekely

NAEA Distinguished Fellows have years of experience and
expertise in art education. Discuss your research and/or professional concerns one-on-one with a Distinguished Fellow.

Mapping the History of Art Education: Visualizing Our Professional Roots
Renee Sandell, Jacque Kibbey, Kim Sheridan, Mary Ann Stankiewicz

The interactive use of marking and mapping the history of art education helps solidify and expand teachers’ skills, knowledge, and understandings in
becoming reflective practitioners while discovering professional roots.

I have no doubt that I have probably left out conference participation by some of our Virginia Higher Education Division and
affiliates Adjunct, Assistant, Associate, Full, and Emeritus Professors, but that oversight is only from my own fuzzy research and
lack of knowledge, and not an oversight in my respect for the work that they do. But, I would like to take this opportunity to
publicly thank the Higher Education Division of Virginia for all that they have done, are doing, and will do to further the cause of
art education across all of the divisions of the NAEA.
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Museum Education
by Hillary Hardison
What kind of visitor experience do you prefer?
As a museum educator I have felt fortunate to have first the
Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center and now the Taubman
Museum of Art for a classroom. One of the best things about
teaching in a museum is the continual learning and exposure to
new exhibits and programs. This challenges me to keep my ideas
and programs fresh and exciting for myself and my students!
Over the past six years at the Taubman Museum of Art I have
seen and participated in many changes as our museum has
grown and developed into a unique cultural asset to our region of
southwestern Virginia.
One thing that remains constant is the drive to create engaging
educational lessons and programs that reach and meet visitor’s
diverse styles and needs. While we strive to innovate and create
more interactive and participatory experiences we must also
keep in mind the needs of the more self-directed visitor who
often prefers reflective activities such as sketching and research.
Depending on the day and our mood we may want different
things at different times from our museum experience.

and literary figures as divergent as Jean Cocteau, Jasper Johns,
and Joel Chandler Harris while historical references extend
from Jamestown to Fort Sumter to the BP Gulf oil disaster. The
reclaimed character Brer Rabbit leads the viewer on an epic
journey across three centuries of heroism and trickery both
comic and tragic.

Multiplicity
May 29 – August 17, 2014
Multiplicity features more than eighty prints by such
outstanding modern and contemporary artists as John
Baldessari, Vija Celmins, Chuck Close, Sol LeWitt, Martin
Puryear, Susan Rothenberg, Kiki Smith, and Kara Walker.
The concept of making multiple images from the same matrix
has been integral to printmaking ever since the earliest
prints were pulled from woodblocks and metal plates in the
fifteenth century. Each impression is an original work of art.
Many of the artists in this exhibition have expanded the idea
of multiplicity beyond editions of identical impressions by
creating series, sequences, and images that comprise numerous
parts.

As I step into the role of your new Museum Division Director,
I look forward to sharing ideas about topics such as this and
many others as we remain both teachers and students in our
evolving field. Send me your feedback and ideas as we prepare
for the fall conference and think about submitting a proposal to
present or serve on a panel. I also encourage you to participate
in the awards process by nominating a candidate. I look forward
to having the opportunity to connect and collaborate with you
over the coming years as we strive to promote the value of art
education and the museum experience!
This summer as you recharge and refill your well of creative ideas,
be sure to check out the variety of inspiring exhibitions, classes,
and professional development opportunities at our Virginia
museums. Check the museum websites for teacher resources and
related lesson plans or teacher newsletters.

Bill Rutherfoord: Allegory of No Region
June 14 - September 13, 2014
Bill Rutherfoord: Allegory of No Region presents the culmination
of eight years of concentrated labor producing a massive painting
and sculptural project by one of the region’s most respected
artists. Eleven large scale colorful and densely populated
paintings invite the viewer into a complex interweaving of
narrative, symbol, and form. Inspiration is drawn from artistic

Carley, Gr. 10, Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School.
Art Educator: Kori Logothetis
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Summer Institute for Educators
China’s Forbidden City: Past and Present
June 23 - June 27, 2014
China’s Forbidden City and Palace Museum serve as the
nexus for investigations of Chinese art, culture, history,
geography, and economics during this 5-day summer institute
for K–12 educators at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.
Illustrated lectures complement hands-on sessions, gallerybased activities, performances, creative writing, and more.
Discover how this immense walled enclave, which served as
the residence of the Chinese imperial family and the center of
Chinese government for almost 500 years, reflects China’s past,
present, and future. Currently teaching/administrating Virginia
educators of all grade levels and subject areas are invited to
apply to the Institute.
Upcoming Exhibition
Incubator: Renee Stout and Odinga Tyehimba
April 24 — July 5, 2014
This seminal exhibition at the Greater Reston Arts Center will
present the work of nationally-recognized artist Renee Stout,
who has received acclaim for her mixed-media works exploring
issues including identity, race, gender, and healing. Through
her created alter-ego Fatima Mayfield, Stout has explored
the links between creativity magic, and spirituality. Utilizing
painting, photography, mixed-media sculpture, installation,
and repurposed found objects, Stout creates highly imaginative,
personal works that are deeply rooted in global contemporary
challenges, lending them a universal relevance. Stout, who is
based in Washington D.C., is the only American artist to have
had a solo exhibition at the National Museum for African Art,
and is the recent recipient of numerous prestigious awards.

Retired Art Educators
by Carla Jaranson
What a joy it is to be on the VAEA Board representing retired
Art Educators. We are all busy people with probably more
irons in the fire than when we were teaching full time. If you
are retired and did not receive an email from me, then you
need to send your email address to carlajean8@gmail.com.
To those who do not know me, I retired in 2010 after 26 years
teaching art in Fairfax County Public Schools, with my last
17 years at the elementary level. I love teaching art, but was
happy to move on to new adventures. My thirty years of
studying Asian Brush Painting led to my current position as
President of the Sumi-e Society of America, Inc, a non-profit

Student from Williamsburg MS, Arlington Public Schools.
Art Educator: Eric Skryzpek
educational organization. Check out our new website at www.
sumiesociety.org (which I designed with help from a student
and my husband). I also do some graphic design work for
the Society. I have managed to keep my hand in teaching by
offering workshops on Asian Brush painting to several schools.
My paintings have been displayed in exhibits in Minnesota,
Portsmouth, VA, Silver Spring MD and Millwood VA. When not
painting I love being outside observing nature, biking, walking
and horseback riding. Inside activities include yoga and reading.
Several retired educators shared some of their activities with
me. Hannah Wise Holland taught K-12 for 51 years and is now
busy in Windsor VA with teaching painting and drawing skills to
retirees, most of whom did not have art offered in school. Some
come from 25 miles away. She has also published three books of
collected paintings.
Sandi Hammonds is a teaching artist for the Kennedy Center
and will have a residency at the Hermitage Artist Retreat in
Florida in May. She supervises art student teachers for JMU and
presented at the NAEA in San Diego with Bettyann Plishker.
In Alleghany County, Judith Sivonda is teaching at the nonprofit Clifton Forge School of the Arts which was opened in
January 2011. Classes for children and adults include painting,
drawing and sculpture taught by Judith as well as blacksmithing,
stained glass, pottery, fiber arts, printmaking and various music
lessons by other instructors. She keeps exhibiting her paintings
and sculpture and winning awards. In May she is co-sponsoring
“Clifton Forge Plein Air”, a paint out open to all. In the summer
she will teach two classes at Lancaster Community College
Summer Teacher Institute.
Our Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond is lucky to have
Linda Hollett as a docent giving monthly tours. She substitutes
for Henrico County in art and the classrooms (a BIG change for
her!) She has been working on a history of the art program in
Henrico County. Her paintings have gone on exhibit in England,
the General Assembly in Richmond and University of Richmond
in addition to other local venues and six gallery shows.
continued on page 18...
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Affiliates
Research &Curriculum
by Pamela G. Taylor
In my last news column, I shared some of the ways that
the work we and our students do as artists, teachers,
and learners is intricately connected to research, From
sketchbooks and journals to perspective devices and
chatting to toying with media, artmaking and thinking
is about searching, re-searching, questioning, and
discovering. In response to my request for your stories of
research in your classrooms, Sean Collins, art teacher at
A. M. Davis Elementary School in Chesterfield County
graciously responded:
I have collaborated with our computer teacher and
librarian. On occasion students will spend time during
their weekly visit to the library and computer lab
to research what we were learning in art. Once the
5th graders did projects in social studies about ancient
Mayan civilization and I started a lesson on Mayan
glyphs. The students discussed what they learned while
creating their social studies project. I quickly learned that
everyone researched the same question and used the same

Robin, Godwin HS. Art Educator: Lindsey Hurlburt

resources so they
were not sharing any
new information.
I often check out
book collections on
a topic for students
to use while creating
projects. For
example, when we
made sculptures of
musical instruments
out of cardboard, I
brought in a stack of
instrument books so
the students could
research and sketch
the instruments they
wanted to make.
We often listen to
audio tours posted
on museum sites and
discuss them.
The most intense research I have done with students has been in
after school groups. The one that I feel was most comprehensive
was in relation to the VMFA (Virginia Museum of Fine Arts)
Picasso exhibit. Our group was made up of about 30 students
of all ability levels. The students worked in groups of three to
research a selected work by Picasso that was on display at the
VMFA. I checked out every copy of every kids book about Picasso
from all of the public and school libraries in the county, and
bought many more. We even used the audio tour and gallery
guides from the exhibit’s previous stop in Seattle. The students
researched aspects of their work, how it was made, when it was
made, the period the work was created, and what influenced
Picasso while making it. They covered such tough topics as
Picasso’s friend’s suicide that led to the blue period and his style
changing when he found a new mistress (something that I was not
aware of when we started). Each group wrote a gallery talk about
their selected piece and read it to whole group when we visited
the VMFA. As we moved through the exhibit, the crowd actually
followed us to listen to the kids (and it grew larger and larger
as we went along!) It was truly an amazing experience. It was
difficult at times. It turns out that much of the information of any
value about Picasso was written well above our student’s reading
level. This required the librarian and I to read and rewrite many
of the texts so they could understand. The amazing experience
made all the hard work worth it, though. (Sean Collins, personal
communication via email, Nov. 15, 2013).
Traditionally, the idea of research often connotes laborious pouring
over paperwork, statistics, and theoretical musing. If we look closely
and name or label the kinds of activities that Sean and his students
were involved in as research, the meaning becomes exciting, accessible
and indeed empowering. We are all active and important researchers
who contribute daily to the field of art education.
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Retired Art Educators continued...
Another “not quite retired” educator is Pearl Quick. She is teaching art part
time at a private K-12 school in Richmond since officially retiring in 2007.
Her classes include High School computer graphics, 7-8 Computer literacy
and application, Photography and yearbook sponsor. Since she has been at
the school, the art program (taught by the classroom teacher with her help)
has grown into a phenomenal art program, winning awards each year at the
State Fair Youth Art Exhibit. She is even guiding the high school teachers in
writing content specific curriculum guides.
In Dinwiddie County Mary Alice Shaker filled in as a long term art sub for
two elementary schools November - January. She presented a fiber crafts
workshop at the CRVAEA meeting at VCU in March. Every Tuesday she
cooked with St. Anthony’s folks in preparation for the Lebanese Food Festival
in May. She has been working on several portrait commissions in addition to
her membership in the Crossroads Art Gallery.
We all keep busy with our art and with education. As retirees I would like to
see us offer more of our expertise to beginning art teachers. Can we offer a
panel at the convention? Should we wear specialist buttons offering help to
beginners? How else can we share our wealth of experience? Let me know
your thoughts. Contact me.
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kathy barclay, editor, 7379 lee davis rd., mechanicsville, va
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